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Jan. 15th2005

Dear Heavenly Father,

We come again today to study Your word. We hunger for Your knowledge. Please fill us with the Holy Spirit so we might better understand Your scriptures. We thank You for all You have given us and provided us with for we know we would have nothing if it weren’t for You. We thank You and ask of You in Jesus’ name,

Amen

"Is it I, Lord?"

John 13:18-30

Today I’d like us to look closely at Judas and evaluate our lives next to his. We need to recognize from Judas' life that sin is a clever enslaver.

We don't know a whole lot about Judas. But what we do know, speaks volumes. We know that whenever Jesus spoke, Judas must have cringed. For instance, when Jesus said the words recorded in Luke 16:13 “No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 

Oh, how Judas' heart must have burned within him! Surely he thought, "He's got to be talking to me!" We read that it later became common knowledge that Judas was helping himself to the money in the bag in John 12:6 “This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.” Love of money, love of material blessing became a driving force for him. Surely he could see that his priorities were messed up when his heart sank as Mary broke the flask and poured a whole year's wages worth of perfume over. Then he objected to such a grand show of love. He most certainly recognized how far off track he must have gotten when Jesus had to remind him that He wasn't going to be with them much longer and that to show such extravagant love at this point was only natural. Surely he remembered from his learning as a young Jewish boy what God said to Cain just before he slew his own brother. 

I now ask that we look at Genesis 4:7 “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee [shall be] his desire, and thou shalt rule over him." 
Surely we can see that his sinful intentions were clouding his judgments. That sin was hunkering down at his door, that it desired to have him. 

Certainly, we must see that the love of money so clouded his judgment that seemingly in a fit of anger over the missed opportunity to sell the perfume and keep some of the money for himself, that he went to the Jewish authorities determined to sell Jesus out. We read the account in the three other gospels. I feel that Matthew 26 tells it best. Just after rebuking Judas and the other for looking down on Mary's extravagant love offering we read these words in verses 14-16 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15 And said [unto them], What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. 

After listening and being with Jesus for so long Judas must have sinced the temptations from a mile a way! He had to know that this was not right. 

Surely he knew that sin was mastering him, or did he? 

I mean sometimes, men embrace sin so tightly that God simply releases them to their deep corruption. Sometimes people reach the point of no return. 

John 12:37-41 “But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with [their] eyes, nor understand with [their] heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.” 

I don't believe it was a mistake that John recorded those words just a few verses before he says over and over again that one among them would betray Him. I believe that Judas was one of the Jews of whom John spoke that "could neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts nor turn." 

Let us not be to hard on the traitor, though, we should remember that in our weakness we daily betray the Lord. Every time we sin, our actions shout defiantly at the Lord who died on the Cross-for our sins. Certainly, we didn't go so far as to turn Him over to the Roman soldiers. We didn't sell Him out for thirty pieces of silver. Or did we? 

Let’s consider that for a moment. 

What about that everyone else went to bed and you were all alone to watch whatever you wanted on the television. Maybe there was something on that didn't quite meet the standards of "wholesome viewing." Did you sell Him out then? 

What about the time all of your non-Christian friends were gossiping? You tried to stay out of it, but it sure sounded like a fun conversation to be a part of. 

Or maybe the time your friends wanted to go out and get plastered and they implied that you would be a party pooper if you let your "religion" get in the way of a "good time." Did you take the thirty pieces of silver then? 

It's almost tax time. Did you fudge your tax work? Did you "forget" to report one or two item? 

If you are still in school or college did you cheat on your last test or any of them? 

Have you lied to anyone, friend or family member? 

Did sin so creep up on you that you didn't even see it coming? 

Somehow, we think we're immune to its traps. We think that we'll never fall for any of the enticements of sin. Yet we all fall short at one time or another. 

Let's get a bit more disheartened shall we? 

We also see from this passage that the devil is a crafty deceiver.

Look back with me, to John 12:2 "There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him." 
Somewhere along the line, Satan gained Judas ear. Judas' desire and giving in to sin, opened the door to Satan. Let’s read Luke 22:3 “Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.” As you can see it tells us that Satan entered Judas, encouraging him to sell Jesus out for the thirty pieces of silver that I mentioned earlier. 

1 Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”. 
It would seem that in an age that finds it primitive to believe that there really are spiritual forces of evil in the world that are not out for our best interest, we forget this all important truth. Satan does exist, and he wants you to forget about it because if you aren’t thinking about him you will let your guard down. Brothers and sisters, I tell you we CAN NOT forget about it. We must remember, "our struggle is not against flesh and blood," as the Apostle Paul, proclaims in Ephesians 6:12 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places].” 

Now there is a school of thought out there that will try to tell you that Satan is to blame for all our woes. That "the devil made me do it", as Flip Wilson was famous for quipping. Well, Flip, you're right that the devil does have a powerful influence in this world. But, we must remember that it was our desire to sin that gave our enemy the hearing in our lives that he may have. Remember, we need to be self-controlled and alert. It is only then that we can resist the temptations. 

Sin and Satan work together to put us on that wide road that we often find ourselves. 

We must never forget that Christ is a caring Savior

To this point, things look pretty grim. We're outnumbered two to one. However, all is not lost. Despite the fact that sin is a clever enslaver and that the devil is a crafty deceiver, we must never forget that Christ is a caring Savior. John 13:21 “When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me." 

Jesus knew full well, as we said last week that Judas was going to sell Him out. He knew that despite the fact that Judas was picked to be among His closest followers, this man would betray the Messiah. We also know that somewhere in the Sovereign will of God, it was ordained that Judas should betray Jesus to the Roman authorities. All things work for the good we see that in Roman 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose.” 
Somehow, combining Judas' freedom to choose this dastardly deed and God's purpose in bringing about our redemption, Judas was chosen to betray Jesus, thus sending Him to the Cross to die. And in this all, Jesus was fully aware. He KNEW IT ALL! Yet, we still see Jesus extend the hand of love to one such as this. We see a number of ways in which Jesus showed He cared. 

Jesus cared enough, even to wash the feet of the man who would betray Him. John 13:4&5 “He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe [them] with the towel wherewith he was girded.” I don't want to spend too much time on this point this today, but let's quickly remember that Christ's love was complete. He cared enough about Judas to show Him love through serving him in the washing of his feet. 

We also know from our passage today that Jesus cared enough to let Judas sit in a place of honor. John 13:22-26 “Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. 23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake. 25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped [it]. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave [it] to Judas Iscariot, [the son] of Simon.“ This gives us the impression that Judas sat to Jesus left. In Jewish society, it was this place that was deemed of highest honor. And why shouldn't Judas sit here? After all, he was the disciple entrusted with the money. But how do we get from this passage that Judas sat to Jesus left? Without getting to bogged down, I'd like us all to try and visualize how it must have looked that night. We know from our account that Jesus makes it loud and clear that one of the twelve will betray Him. We also learn that the disciples were amazed by that thought. From parallel passages in the other gospels, we are told that the disciples even wondered if they might be the one that Jesus was referring to. Matthew 26:20, "And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me." Each one became sorrowful as we see in Matthew 26:21 “And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?"

In our passage, John tells us that Peter turns to "the disciple whom Jesus loved" (the favorite title of the Apostle John, himself) and asks who Jesus is talking about. John, who is sitting next to Jesus, leans against Him and asked that very question. Permit me to get technical for a moment. First, we must realize Leonardo da Vinci's painting of the Last Supper as wonderfully balanced as it is, is likely not how the Last Supper was arranged. I don’t believe that they sat at a table on one side or even that they sat on chairs; it's more likely that they reclined on their left side, with their feet angled away from the table. This left their right hand free to eat with. This would mean that John, in order to "lean back against Jesus" would have to have been to His right. (Trust me on this one!) Now let's take it to the next step. It's equally likely that in order for Jesus to dip the morsel into the bowl and hand it to Judas, Judas was most probably to Jesus left. 

It seems as if Jesus is saying through this, "Yes, Judas, I know you will betray me. But can you see how much I love you? I'm trying to show you something here! Can't you see where your sitting? Doesn't that mean anything to you? I care about you, Judas, even if you will soon betray me with a kiss. 

Jesus cared enough to dip the bread and give it to Judas. You say, "But that was to show that Judas was the traitor! Not to show Jesus gave him honor. True, its primary purpose was to show us who the betrayer was. On the other hand, it was common at a banquet of this type to show favor to another by doing just as Jesus did. He dipped the bread into the bowl and gave it to Judas. It's as if Jesus was showing Judas, one last time, that He loved him. 

From our few verses in John 13, we can see that Jesus cared for Judas even though he intended to sin against him. 

And I want you to know that He cares about us too! The Bible is clear. It was while we were yet sinners that Christ died for us Romans 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”. No matter how we sin,He died for that sin. 

Ephesians 2:1-9: “And you [hath he quickened], who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit together in heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in [his] kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

WOW! Predictably, you will sin. You will fall and He will remind you of this passage. He will say, "I see you've messed up, but remember this. I didn't die for nothing. I'm not finished with you yet. I care about you, even when you sin! Get up let me dust you off. I love you, I saved you, so I say let's try this again." 

Now I’m asking you “Are you ready to try again?” 

We need to stop for a moment and ask the question for ourselves. Is it I, Lord? Is there something in my life that needs to be uprooted and done away with? Listen to the nudging of the Holy Spirit. When you're about to do something and you feel that sinking feeling that so often accompanies our sinfulness, ask, "Do I really want to betray Christ?" "Do I really want to blemish His name after all He's done for me?" Stop for a moment and consider the consequences of your actions. Will they lead us down that wide road that is so difficult to climb back up? Are our actions going to make it easier to sin the next time that the opportunity arises? Are they giving Satan a foothold in our lives, to encourage our sin? 

To put it in a few words as I possibly can: Ask yourself: Am I portraying Jesus in my actions or am I betraying Him through by actions? If you can't answer that your actions will portray Him, then remember the warning to Cain that still applies today: Sin is hunkering down at the door, it desires to have you. You must master it. And remember, you're not alone. May the Holy Spirit within you help you to master it. Amen

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for Your words and ask that You help us to choose not to betray Jesus in our language or actions. Strengthen us that we might have a Christ like heart. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen

