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Welcome, I’m happy you are here again this week and if it is your first visit I pray you enjoy the reading. Shall we open with a pray?

Dear Heavenly Father,

We have come to give You honor and praise. We thank You for all You have done and will do as well as ask that You once again fill us with the Holy Spirit that we might better understand Your will. This we ask and thank You for in Jesus’ name. Amen

Today we will be checking out the appearance of Heaven in Revelation 4:1-11
Jesus closed His letters to the churches with two doors. To the church in Philadelphia, that kept His word and proclaimed His name, He said, "I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name." Revelation 3:8   To the church in Laodicea who were lukewarm the door was closed. But in His patient and persistent love Jesus continues to knock on that door longing that they will hear His voice and open it. Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

After writing down these messages to the churches John looked and saw a door standing open in heaven. And then he heard a voice, saying to Him "Come up here." I am sure that it was a voice that John remembered saying, which said, "I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." John 10:9

There is one door to heaven, which is Jesus Christ. We are going to learn more about heaven today. It is a place that is really too magnificent for us. John had a hard time even describing it. However it is not hard to get there. All one must do is ask Jesus. Jesus has placed an open door to heaven before each and every one of us, Himself. He does not force us to march through it. He has given each one of us the freedom to choose for ourselves. Even John was given the choice to "Come up here". The only way for us to go to heaven is through Jesus Christ. The Bible teaches this clearly. Only by confessing His name can we be saved. Perhaps today is the very first time that you have heard about Jesus Christ. You can be saved! You can go to heaven! All you need to know and believe is that God sent His son Jesus to die on the cross for your sins and that He raised Him up from the dead. If you believe this and confess the name of Jesus you can be saved. The door is open! Now you know the facts, it is your choice to walk through it or not.

Perhaps you have heard a lot about Jesus Christ, and have been to many churches, then again maybe you have read lots of Christian literature and you just don't buy it. It doesn't make sense to you. If you can't believe within your heart that Jesus Christ is alive here and now to save you, then you have shut the door that Jesus had placed open before you. Most likely you have turned your back on it and forgotten all about it, yet for some reason here you are today sitting here reading it on the Internet. The reason why, I’d have to say is because Jesus is still steadily knocking on your door, trying to get your attention. He loves you and does not want you to perish. He is calling to you to open the door so that He can come in, so that you can come up to heaven as well.

John was on the Isle of Patmos. And he wasn’t there as a tourist. The island was more on the order of Alcatraz, which is a prison island. It is a lonely, desolate, rocky place. I understand that Patmos was much the same. Yet John found himself the receiver of a vision that transported him not only off the island but also off planet, into heaven itself.

This is fantastic. John is about to be given a glimpse of what is going on in heaven. He has been on Patmos, the prison island and it is not a comfortable place. For him it is a place of hardship, yet there is another reality that John is about to experience.

You need to hear this because you live in the nasty here and now. You are confronted by daily troubles. And in the midst of those troubles, it is easy to forget that there is another reality.

Revelation 4:1-3 “After this I looked, and, behold, a door [was] opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard [was] as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. 2) And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and [one] sat on the thro 3) And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and [there was] a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.”
Have you ever seen the Hearst Castle? It is so far off the main road you actually have to take a bus up to it. You get off and walk through a garden and there before you at the end of the garden is Hearst Castle. I don’t care if you are five or fifty, you will find yourself standing there for a moment while you look at that Castle in all of its majesty.

It is only after that moment has passed that you will be drawn to the other attractions and you will begin to enjoy all of the different details that make Hearst Castle so awesome.

That is what happened as John is first caught up to heaven. His eyes take in the majesty of the throne of God, and as time goes on, he begins to notice other things and the goings on around the throne.

The first thing John says about heaven is that he was in the Spirit. John got to experience first hand what will happen to us one day. I Thessalonians 4:16-18 tells us, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17) Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18) Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

When Jesus says with His trumpet voice, " Come up hither", all those who know His voice will respond. The dead will rise first, and then we will join them in the air. Once we meet Christ in the clouds, we will always be with Him. This is the most basic meaning of heaven. It is the place where we will always be with Jesus, our Lord.

The first thing that John saw in heaven was a throne and One who sat on the throne. God is the focal point of heaven. He is the center of heaven. "Thus saith the LORD, The heaven [is] my throne, and the earth [is] my footstool: where [is] the house that ye build unto me? and where [is] the place of my rest? " Isaiah 66:1 

In ancient times a throne's height symbolized the power and authority of the ruler who sat upon it. Imagine a throne so huge that the entire universe is encompassed within it and the earth is only the footstool. The greatest powers that the world has ever known have never even been able to gain control of the throne of the earth in other words, world conquest however God’s power is infinitely greater. 

The earth is only one very small part of all that God controls. It has only been in recent years that we have begun to understand just how spread-out the Universe really is. Just a few hundred years ago it was said that the earth was the center of the universe and that the sun, stars and planets all revolve around us. Now we know that our planet is only one small sphere in one small galaxy in one corner of the Universe and we still have not found the limits of it. It’s no small wonder that John had a hard time describing it. 

It must have been the most beautiful scene that he had ever seen and yet there were not words good enough to describe it. The rainbow that is like an emerald, the crystal sea, the thundering and lightning in the midst of the throne. And the One on the throne, like jasper and a sardine stone. Here on earth, we do not get to see the full glory of God. In fact, no one could see God and live. It would be too much for their physical bodies to handle. They would overload much like a computer with too much information. However in the Spirit in heaven we will be able to know the fullness of the glory of God.

Now in Revelation 4:4 we are told, “And round about the throne [were] four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.” 

You may be wondering who are these 24 elders or what do they represent? The first thing that comes to mind it that they might be representatives from God’s two testaments, 12 from the Old Covenant and 12 from the New Covenant.

How many tribes were there in the nation of Israel?

How many disciples did Jesus choose?

The Bible is very clear in showing us that God has dealt with two groups of people - the descendants of Abraham under the Old Covenant and the spiritual descendants of Abraham under the New Covenant. But God has not left these two groups apart. He has made them into one.

Let’s read Ephesians 2:11-16 “Wherefore remember, that ye [being] in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12)  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13) But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14) For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition [between us]; 15) Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, [even] the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, [so] making peace; 16) And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:”
God doesn’t have two churches. He doesn’t have one assembly for Israel and another assembly for Gentiles. There is no separation in heaven. He has one church. And it is made up of all of His people.

Which means you belong to the same church that Abraham belongs. You are a part of the same group of which David and Solomon are a part. If you have come to Christ in faith, then you are part of the family of God.

The presence of the 24 elders portrays a united church. But that is not all they portray. They are also suggestive of something else in the Old Testament.

The Old Testament priesthood was organized into a series of different courses. They would rotate their priestly duties so that each course would serve twice a year. You may be wondering how many courses were there? Well, there were 24 courses.

Each of these 24 courses would serve in the temple twice a year as a part of their regular duties, although there were also certain times when all 24 courses would come together at the Temple. These were for the special Feasts. Such as The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, then again there was The Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement

As John sees this vision of heaven, it is expressed in the symbolism of the Temple. This imagery continues as we see the Lamps and the Sea.

Revelation 4:5-6 “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and [there were] seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 6) And before the throne [there was] a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, [were] four beasts full of eyes before and behind.”
There were seven lamps burning before the throne of God. This corresponds to the seven-branched candlesticks, which stood in the Temple. Revelation 1:19-20 tells us that these lamps represent the church. “Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; 20) The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”
In front of the Temple there was a great golden laver filled with water. This water was used for the purification rites. It was commonly known as the "Sea." Don’t you see? John doesn’t explain the meaning of all this because no explanation is needed. This is Temple language.

The business of heaven is worship. Around the throne are 24 thrones. It would seem that these represent the whole people of God. I mean all those who are true children of Abraham, whose faith is accounted to them for righteousness. The twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles represent all those who are saved by faith. John also noticed that they had white robes, which meant that their sins had been washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ. They also wore golden crowns, which meant that they stick with it to the end, enduring all types of temptations to receive everlasting life. With these elders we see another group, which I think are the worship leaders of heaven! The four living creatures that are so marvelous and difficult to understand in themselves constantly praise God, saying, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" 

Revelation 4:7 “And the first beast [was] like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast [was] like a flying eagle.”
The next thing John notices is the presence of four living creatures standing around the throne. Evaluators have come up with all sorts of ideas as to who or what these living ones might be.

The four gospel accounts, which are, 

Matthew presents Jesus as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

Mark is said to present Jesus as a calf - a servant animal.

Luke presents Jesus as the perfect man.

John presents Jesus as the Son of God - pictured as an eagle.

The New Testament church thinks, 

Four of the early churches (Jerusalem, Antioch, Alexandria and Constantinople),Or the four cardinal virtues. Then again there is the four elements. And let’s not leave out t he four motives of the human soul.

That might have put you mind to wondering which of those is correct? I would have to say I don’t think that ANY of them are. I will suggest that the answer is found in the pages of the Old Testament. When John saw these four living creatures, he saw something of which he had read in the past.

Ezekiel 1:4-10 “And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness [was] about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. 5) Also out of the midst thereof [came] the likeness of four living creatures. And this [was] their appearance; they had the likeness of a man. 6) And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 7) And their feet [were] straight feet; and the sole of their feet [was] like the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 8) And [they had] the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings. 9) Their wings [were] joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward. 10) As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle.”
Notice that the same creatures are here are in John’s vision. What are these "living beings"? They are angels. Ezekiel later has another vision where these four living creatures are clearly identified.

Ezekiel 10:14&15 “And every one had four faces: the first face [was] the face of a cherub, and the second face [was] the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 15) And the cherubims were lifted up. This [is] the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar.”
Notice that there has been a subtle change. Instead of the calf or ox, now we see a cherub as one of the living creatures. Why? I would have to say that the point here is that the specifics of these creatures are not all that important. What is important is that these four living beings are merely symbolic of every type of life within the creation of God.

The Lion represents the wild beasts.

The calf or ox represents the domesticated animals.

Man represents all mankind.

The eagle represents the kingdom of the air.

The emphasis is on the fact that they are ALIVE. They are called the four LIVING ones. And they stand around the throne of God.

Now when you went into the Temple in Jerusalem, you would see the lampstand on your left and the table of shewbread on the right and the altar of incense and beyond that, the veil.

Once you passed through the veil, there was nothing, just a slab of rock. But in the days of the original Temple, this innermost chamber was the resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. It was a wooden box overlaid with gold. The top of the box was of pure gold. It was called the mercy seat. It was considered to be the throne of God. It was here that the high priest would come once a year to sprinkle the blood of goats and calves.

On each side of the mercy seat was a golden figure. It was the figure of a cherub. Its wings were stretched out over the ark and its face looked down upon the mercy seat. But it was only a golden figure, a lifeless statue. The cherubim that John sees around the throne of heaven are different. They are alive! They are not only alive, they are vibrant with life and they are speaking.

And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, Revelation 4:8 “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about [him]; and [they were] full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” 
\

Here is the point. It is to bring us to focus upon the holiness of God. When you want to emphasize something in Jewish culture, you did so by means of repetition. 

When Jesus wanted to emphasize the truth of a statement, He would often repeat it: "Truly, truly, I say to you..." You see that sort of parallel repetition often in the Bible. Although you hardly ever see something repeated three times. Holy - Holy - HOLY!!!!

God is most holy. He is not just the "man upstairs." Or a nice old man nor is he merely one of the boys. He is the holy God of the universe. And I’m here to tell you that you had better recognize that when you come into His presence.

Revelation 4:9-11 “And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10) The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11) Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. " 
Whenever the worship leaders begin the elders who fall down out of their thrones, cast off their crowns and worship God who is worthy, join them. Next week we will see that they are joined by all the angels, and all the creatures of the earth and sea and then even later by all those who confess the name of Jesus Christ and are raptured out of the tribulation. The worship in heaven is not a quiet, peaceful strumming of harps. It is glorious and awesome and never ever boring because the One whom we are worshiping will be right before us in all His splendor.

Shall we pray?

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the enlightenment and ask that you continue to enlighten us as we go through the coming we. Help us to obtain a Christ like heart, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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