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Dear Heaven Father,

We thank You for this day and bring us back together once again to learn of Your word. Please fill us with Your holy Spirit the we might better understand fully what Your word is telling us.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

Today we will be reading about the seven seals.

Let’s begin with reading Revelation 5:1-5 “And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 2) And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 3) And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 4) And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 5) And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.”
John’s attention is now drawn to the right hand of God. It holds something. Our translation calls it a "book." This is the Greek word Biblon. But the context seems to indicate that it is really a scroll. Verse 1 says that it contains writing on the inside as well as on the back. That seems to be describing a papyrus scroll. Scrolls were normally written only on one side. But this one contains so much material that it is written front and back.

You need to know that this is not the first scroll that the Bible speaks of that was written on the front and back. When the Lord first appeared to Ezekiel, He sent His message through a scroll that was written on the front and in the back.

Ezekiel 2:9-10 “And when I looked, behold, an hand [was] sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book [was] therein; 10) And he spread it before me; and it [was] written within and without: and [there was] written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.”
God had a message of woe for the people of Israel. It was a message of warning. It was a message foretelling what was going to happen to the nation. It was a message that contained the plan of God for the people of God.

I think the scroll that John sees here in Revelation is the same kind of scroll. It contains a message. It is a message containing the plan of God. However that message is sealed. Its message is hidden from human eyes. We have no way of knowing what God’s plan is for human history. We cannot fathom what is in the mind of God. The only way that we can know His plan is for His sealed scroll to be unfolded for us.

And so the call goes out for someone who will be found worthy to open the scroll and to break its seals. But no one is found to be qualified. Not the angels. Not Gabriel. Not any of the saints in heaven.

John weeps with frustration. Somehow he is aware of the awesome significance of the scroll. He is aware that it contains information relevant to the world in which he lives.

Think about what this would mean to a Believer who is going through hard times. Think about what it means to an old apostle who has been sentenced to live the rest of his life on a barren prison island.

And so, he weeps. After all, he knows that it is a hard, cruel world. And unless the scroll is opened, it is going to go on being a hard, cruel world. But in the midst of his weeping good news comes.

The Lion of the tribe of Judah has overcome. This is a title for Jesus. It is a title that goes back to the Old Testament. Judah was called a lion’s whelp in Genesis 49:9 “Judah [is] a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?” 

It was promised that from Judah would come the future king.

John has just been told about the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He looks up and expects to see a lion, but he sees a lamb.

 

Revelation 5:6 “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” 

This was not just any old lamb. It was a lamb, which looked as though it had been slain. What does a lamb look like that has been slain? Its throat has been cut. It is a bloody sacrifice.

The principle of a sacrificed lamb goes back to the Old Testament. It goes back before the prophets and before the kings. It goes back before the Judges and before Moses and before Abraham. It goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden.

Do you remember what happened after Adam and Eve fell into sin? They recognized their nakedness and they found themselves ashamed. They tried to cover up with fig leaves. I’m not much into fashion design, but I don’t think a fig leaf dress would be very durable and certainly not wash and wear. Prior to casting them out of the Garden, the Lord did something special for them.

Genesis 3:21 “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” 

Did you hear the story of when the chicken, the cow and the pig were having a discussion? The chicken said, "It is wonderful how we are able to serve the farmer at each morning’s breakfast by providing him with bacon and eggs and milk." TO which the pig replied, "For you this is merely the giving of a portion of your sustenance. For me it is a lifetime commitment."

That is what was involved in the making of these garments of skin. For Adam and Eve to wear such garments means that some animal had to be slain to provide the skins. That was a picture of Jesus. He is the ultimate sacrifice whose life was laid down to provide a covering from sin. It is through His death that we are clothed in a righteousness not our own.

This lamb has some other characteristics that are not found on your everyday and average run-of-the-mill lamb.

First John noticed that it had seven horns.

The horn was considered to be a symbol of strength in the ancient world. There are a number of Old Testament passages that illustrate this:

Psalm 75:10 “All the horns of the wicked also will I cut off; [but] the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.”

Lamentations 2:3 “He hath cut off in [his] fierce anger all the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, [which] devoureth round about.”
Ezekiel 29:21 “In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I [am] the LORD.”
In each of these passages, the horn can be seen to be a symbol of strength and of vitality.

Then he saw it had seven eyes.

We do not have to guess at the identity of the seven eyes. The passage tells us their meaning. They represent the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. They are pictured as seven eyes. I think that there is a reason for this. It is because God wants us to know that He is watching.

Do you remember the story of Jonah? He thought that he could run to the Tarshish, but God was there. He told the sailors to cast him into the sea, but God was there. And even in the belly of the whale, God was still there. Go where he might, Jonah could not escape the presence of God. And neither can you.

Are you serving the Lord in some small way and wondering whether anyone notices your little work of service? Take comfort in the knowledge that God knows and will reward.

Are you going through hard times? God knows that too.

Are you only living in obedience to Him one or two days out of the week? His vision is not limited only to when you are in church or praying to Him. There is nothing that takes place that is outside of His knowledge, nothing.

 Revelation 5:7-10 “And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 8) And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four [and] twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 9) And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10) And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." 

Now we learn something about the victory of the lamb. You don’t normally think of lambs as being victorious. A lamb is an animal more designed to be a victim. We think of lambs being led off to the slaughter. Helpless.

However in His very helplessness and in His very slaughter, this Lamb conquered. With His shed blood, He purchased men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. And because He conquered, there is a promise that we shall conquer, too.

I would say that is worthy of praise everlasting.

Shall we pray?

Dear Heavenly Father ,

We thank You for the lesson on the strength and bravery of Your Son, Jesus Christ. We also thank Him for the gift of life everlasting. Please continue to keep us on the right track and bring us back next week to learn even more of His wonderful deeds. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen
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