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Feb. 26th 2005

God's Judgments

Revelation Chapters 8-11

Let us pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We again come to lean more of Your word. We Thank You for the prior week and once again ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit, which will inable us to better understand Your word and will. We both Thank You and ask of You in Jesus’ name. Amen

God rules on earth and He will see to it that we reap the reward of our error. However, the good news is that God’s temporal judgment is designed to bring us to repentance. We find the discipline of the Lord toward his children in Hebrews 12:10-11 “For they verily for a few days chastened [us] after their own pleasure; but he for [our] profit, that [we] might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” God's discipline is for the purpose of teaching us a righteous way of life. 

God's chastising judgment for the world is real. There have been numerous times when God just turned the world over to her own wicked schemes. When God does this, it is to bring people to repentance. The apostle Paul speaks of this type of judgment in Romans  1:26-28 “For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;” 

It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of God to be judged, as we see in Hebrews 10:30-31 “For we know him that hath said, Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 [It is] a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” Other books in the bible give hints of God’s judgment yet no other book gives a more descriptive understanding of the judgment of God upon mankind for their sins than the book of Revelation. 

The worse type of discipline is for God to give us over to our own depraved minds, for there is nothing worse than suffering at the hands of our own evil ways. The first century world was experiencing this type of judgment from God. I believe that God's judgment for our sins is just as real today. 

As much as I appreciate God's grace, I realize that grace involves judgment for my sins. God certainly would be unjust if he made no effort to save us from our evil ways through his judgment for our sins. Imagine living in a world described in the following verses: 

Romans 1:28-32  “And even as they did not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”


I want you to think about the way our world is headed in the light of those verses. I realize that most of us only think of God's final judgment for our sins when Christ comes to judge at the end of the world, however, the bible speaks of God's judgment against sin. 

That is the major emphasis of the chapters of Revelation we are about to study. John has revealed Christ's judgment against the unfaithful in the seven churches of Asia, and now he turns his attention to the judgment of the world. 

I believe the judgment spoken of in these chapters 8-11 was God's judgment against a world, which was seeking to destroy God's children. First century Christians were being prepared for the massacre of Christians shortly after the turn of the first century. Remember they were being prepared for what was at hand. Revelation 1:3 “Blessed [is] he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time [is] at hand.”  

The first scene in Revelation reveals Christ's presence among his people Revelation 1:1-3 “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified [it] by his angel unto his servant John: 2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 3 Blessed [is] he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time [is] at hand.”    The second scene in Revelation reveals Christ on his throne in charge of the destiny of the saints Revelation 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace [be] unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;”  The third scene in Revelation reveals Christ's spiritual rule on earth Revelation 8-11 as the earth is judged for her sins. Christ rule continues as the seven trumpets of God's judgment are blown. 

I feel the thing that throws most people off in reading bible verses is the fact that spiritual conflict is described in devastating terms. In reality spiritual warfare is devastating because it shakes the very foundation of our universe. The fall of Lucifer is described in devastating proportions. Let’s read Isaiah 14:9-20 “Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet [thee] at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, [even] all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. 10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? 11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, [and] the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. 12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! [how] art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, [and] consider thee, [saying, Is] this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; 17 [That] made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; [that] opened not the house of his prisoners? 18 All the kings of the nations, [even] all of them, lie in glory, every one in his own house. 19 But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch, [and as] the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase trodden under feet. 20 Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, [and] slain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned.”
 The cataclysmic destruction of the world will be realized in the final day. Peter tells us of this. 2 Peter 3:9-12 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 [Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?” 13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
When we begin to look through historical records for the factual fulfillment of the cataclysmic events described in Revelation we easily lose sight of the real meaning of the message. We may even spend all our time trying to figure out when these things will happen in the future. Nonetheless, the important thing to remember is that God was judging the world for its sin as the world persecuted Christians. The world experiences the ongoing judgment of God for its sin. God is not sitting idly by in heaven biding his time. He is busy at this very moment judging sin. 

Not surprisingly, there is a final judgment, and historically God's worldly judgment has been experienced, but there is also an ongoing judgment for sin. John wrote telling us that God is judging the earth for her sins. This leaves us with the understanding that God continues to judge the world for her sins. 

The Judgment of the Seven Trumpets Revelation 8:1-5 “And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets. 3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer [it] with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, [which came] with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast [it] into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.”
The first four trumpets are a prelude to God's judgment upon the inhabitants of the earth. In biblical language thunder, rumblings, flashes of light, and earthquakes portray the awesome judgment of God. Today, when someone is struck by lightening, some call it an act of God. I certainly believe this is wrong, but I believe that it points out our tendency to see natural disasters as an act of God. Some may very well be the actions of God to bring the world to repentance, but not all. Many have discovered that it is easier to pray believing prayers when you are in a foxhole, storm cellar, or hunkering down in some safe haven waiting for the hurricane to blow over, or maybe you are sitting on top of your house waiting for the flood waters to recede. It is times like these that make it easier to recognize God’s presence, and grace even though the tragedy itself may not have been an act of God. 

Therefore, it shouldn’t sound strange to us when God uses this type of metaphorical language to describe his judgment of our world. As the first four trumpets of the apocalypse sound a foreboding judgment is revealed. Imagine a chilling silence in heaven just before we see a third of the earth burned up as hail mixed with blood is hurled upon the earth and a huge mountain thrown into the sea turning the sea to blood. As the third trumpet is sounded we see a star fall into a third of the rivers one earth, which resulted in poisoning the water and killing off the fish and destroying ships. Then the fourth trumpet will sound and the sun will be struck and a third of the moon and a third of the stars cease to give light. We find all this in Revelation 8:6-12 “And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. 8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. 12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.”
 As scary as this seems it is only a lead up to what is going to happen as God's judgment comes upon the inhabitants of the earth. We are forewarned in Revelation 8:13 “And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!”
As the fifth trumpet sounds we see an Abyss open from which smoke ascends to the heavens darkening the sun. In the smoke we see locusts ascend up with tails like scorpions. And they are given power to torture those who donot have the seal of God upon their foreheads. However they are not allowed to kill only to toeture. The locusts had a king over them in the Hebrew tongue its name is, Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue its name is Apollyon. There is little doubt but what this is Satan. We find evidence of this in Revelation 9:1-12 “And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment [was] as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the locusts [were] like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads [were] as it were crowns like gold, and their faces [were] as the faces of men. 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as [the teeth] of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings [was] as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power [was] to hurt men five months. 11 And they had a king over them, [which is] the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue [is] Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath [his] name Apollyon. 12 One woe is past; [and], behold, there come two woes more hereafter.”

The sixth trumpet reveals the release of four angels that are given power to kill a third of mankind with their mouths and tails. Revelation 9:13-19 “And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 16 And the number of the army of the horsemen [were] two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses [were] as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails [were] like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.”
The purpose of the woes of the trumpet blasts was to bring God's judgement upon the inhabitants of the earth to bring them to repentance. However the following verses tell a different story. Revelation 9:20-21 “And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.”
 John makes it obvious that God's judgment is directed toward those who do not have the seal of God upon their foreheads. Revelation 9:4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads."  He left no illusions as to the essential purpose of God's actions. When you understand the real meaning of this message the application becomes practical and meaningful in each succeeding generation. 

It is impossible for me to look around in the world and explain what God is doing. I see evil and I see good; I can’t explain it, but I know that in the middle of it all God is working to bring the people to repentance. His judgment is for the purpose of bringing His creation to Christ. 

The beautiful thing about understanding the message in this way is that it allows the Believer to get on with life. In the middle of His judgment, I realize that I have the seal of the living God upon my life. He is in control. I don't have to worry about what God might do or is going to do in the future; God is going to protect me. He has placed his seal of protection upon my life. I don't have to worry about getting even with my enemies. God will judge them; obviously, but it will be for the purpose of salvaging their lives. God does not want to lose anyone.

In chapter 10 an angel is portrayed with a little book in hand standing with one foot on the sea and one foot on the land. The angel swore an oath from God that the mystery of God would be finished without further delay. Revelation 10:1- 7 “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow [was] upon his head, and his face [was] as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and [his] left [foot] on the earth, 2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and [his] left [foot] on the earth, 3 And cried with a loud voice, as [when] a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: 7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.”
John then was commanded to take the book from the angel's hand and eat it. When John ate the book, it was sweet to the taste, however left him with a sour stomach. This is suggestive of Ezekiel's experience. Let’s read Ezekiel 2:8-3:14 “But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee. 9 And when I looked, behold, an hand [was] sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book [was] therein; 10 And he spread it before me; and it [was] written within and without: and [there was] written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe. 3:1 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2 So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. 3 And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat [it]; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 4 And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. 5 For thou [art] not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, [but] to the house of Israel; 6 Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee. 7 But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel [are] impudent and hardhearted. 8 Behold, I have made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against their foreheads. 9 As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they [be] a rebellious house. 10  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. 11 And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear. 12 Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, [saying], Blessed [be] the glory of the LORD from his place. 13 [I heard] also the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rushing. 14 So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.”
When Ezekiel ate and digested the message God gave him, he found it to be a message of compassion, but also a message explaining the bitterness of God's judgment upon Israel. It was a message of warning because of their sin. John is experiencing the same thing as he digests the message given to him to proclaim in the first century of our Lord. Revelation 10:8-11 “And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go [and] take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take [it], and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” 

John portrays those preaching the message of salvation wearing sackcloth and ashes. To the ancients, this was a sign of mourning. The message of God's salvation for the Believer is a great message, but the message of God's judgment of sin is also a bitter message to deliver. There is a real sadness about God's judgment for it tells of the punishment of sinners. However today, the church finds it easier to preach on grace than judgment. Nevertheless, God's judgment is real. We can be sure of one thing; our sins will be made known. Revelation 11:1-6 “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty [and] two months. 3 And I will give [power] unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.” 
Proclaiming the message of God's judgment on a sinful world is not always happy, because Believers must suffer the resulting trials. Isaiah preached for fifty years, but Israel did not respond and eventually he was beheaded for his public statement of the message. Jeremiah wept as he told of God's judgment upon Israel. He was also taken captive to Egypt when God's judgment came. Daniel as a young man was taken to Babylon to be brainwashed as God judged his people for their sin. He spent his entire life as a foreigner in Babylonian captivity. The judgment of God upon Israel for her sins affected the lives of the faithful. God's judgment upon Rome for her sins also created fiery trials for the Believers to endure. 

The reason God will have to wipe away all tears in the final judgment is because it will be a terrible day for the lost. All Believers will be weeping over those who are lost. 

The sweet thing about God's judgment of this world is that it will enable Believers to do what God has called them to do. John is told that the mystery of God will be accomplished; remember 9:7? Then John is told to proclaim the message to the world back in 9:11. Then John is told to measure the temple and he is assured that the temple will not be destroyed by the onslaught of the enemy. The protection of the temple no doubt portrays the protection of the true Israel of God, which today is made up of faithful Believers; you might want to reread 10:1-2 again. John says the messengers of the gospel will be able to shut up the sky, to turn water to blood and to bring plagues upon the earth. This simply means that God will give Believers power to accomplish His purpose with their lives. God's cause will stand and his prophets will be allowed to finish what they were assigned to do. 

The physical realities of what God has done in the past are the greatest indicators of what God is doing for us in the spiritual realm. We can recall the plagues of Egypt and realize that God is doing the same for us in the spiritual realm today. 

Nonetheless, there is a bitter part about it all. God's protection doesn't guarantee all those being judged will respond to the message. Also, God's protection doesn't mean that we will escape the fiery trials caused by God's judgment. Those refusing the message often seek to destroy the messenger. In John's vision the beast from the Abyss turns his wrath upon the messengers and they die. However, this is not before they do all that God had planned for them to do. 

As the world gazes upon the bodies of the messengers lying in the street they celebrate. Nevertheless, the celebration only lasted until the martyrs are resurrected and taken to heaven this is told to us in Revelation 11:7-13 “ And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.”
It was only after the judgment of God came, the earth quaked and a tenth of the people of the city died that the survivors gave glory to God. 

That should bring to mind the darkness, the earthquake and the resurrection of the dead in Jerusalem when Christ died on the cross. We find that in Matthew 27:45-53 “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard [that], said, This [man] calleth for Elias. 48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled [it] with vinegar, and put [it] on a reed, and gave him to drink 49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”  Although, I don’t feel that particular event is not what John is speaking of. \

I can only think of the fall of the Rome as she persecuted Believers. Rome has been judged, but Christ and his followers live on. After the fall of Rome, Christianity flourished as God resurrected his cause to a new height. The world truly belongs to Christ and his followers. The bittersweet experiences of life tend to confuse us, but Christ is in control and his purposes will be made known and accomplished. 

As the seventh trumpet is blown, the message of the seven trumpets is summarized for us in Revelation 11:15-19 “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.”
 No matter what you believe about the scenes the seven trumpets reveal there is no doubt that the scenes portray Christ's rule on earth and God’s judgments upon the world’s sinfulness. We may not understand the specifics of each scene as they relate to specific events in history, but we know the scenes portray God's judgments upon mankind for their sins. 

In conclusion I’d like you to read Revelation 1:5-6 “And from Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful witness, [and] the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him [be] glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
Now I have a question for you. Have you accepted Christ and allowed His blood to wash you clean?
If Satan rules your life, he only seeks to destroy you. In these chapters we have seen what happens when God turns us over to the complete rule of Satan. It is the demon from the Abyss of hell that turns upon those following demons like himself to destroy them. This portrays for us the self-destructive ways of Satan. Satan is out to make a mess out of our lives and our world. He is out to destroy your soul, for he cares for no one! 

So remember no matter what has to happen in our lives the Lord God is with us to see us through.

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We Thank You Lord for standing with us and for allowing John to warn us of what will happen to this world. We Thank You for Your Son, Jesus Christ. We Thank You for giving so much of Yourself in order to try and teach us. Please Father continue to enlighten us that we may bring others into our family and stay strong in the knowledge that You are with us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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