Sermon 67







March 12th, 2005

It’s your choice

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for all you have done and will do. For the many blessing You bring our way each day. We have come together again to study Your word. We ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit that we can better understand Your word and their hidden meanings. Open our minds and hearts to Your truths alone and allow now falsehoods to enter in. We thank You and ask of You in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I will attempt to put this chapter in an easy to understand and read format. Unlike the chapters we have already studied there are 7 easily marked and distinct areas in this Chapter. The chapter I’m talking about of course is Revelation 14. God gave everyone the right to choose; yet a lot of people still don’t really understand how wonderful that privilege is so I am going to try and highlight the choices in this chapter.

The first in this chapter is the Rapture of the 144,000. Here we see them standing on Mt. Zion with Jesus. Revelation 14:1&2 “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty [and] four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:”
In verse 3 they hear the voice of God and the harpers harping. Revelation 14:3 “And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:”
How did they get from Mt. Zion to Heaven, for both places are factual? I would have to say they were raptured before the end of last 3 1/2 years. These are the same 144,000 mentioned in Revelation 7:4 “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: [and there were] sealed an hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.”
They are Jewish male servants of our God that had not known woman. Revelation 14:4 “These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.”
They were "Redeemed" which here I would say refers to their rapture.
They are the first to be saved, the first Jews to reach Heaven for they made the choice to be loyal and committed to Christ. They are called the firstfruits. Revelation 14:5 “And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.”
They are faultless Zephaniah 3:13 “The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make [them] afraid.”
Do we live a single day without deceitfulness of one form or another? The firstfruits had to be pure and without blemish. This is why special attention is given to them.
An Angle is preaching in Revelation 14:6-7
This angel preaches at the close of the final 3 1/2 years after the Church and 144,000 have gone. Revelation 14:6 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,”
He will preach the true gospel let’s look at Galatians 1:8&9 “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any [man] preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” 
We are responsible for preaching salvation today, tomorrow and as long as we live.
After the rapture, the 144,000 will preach, until then it is our job as lovers of our Lord Jesus Christ..
The gospel must be preached until the end according to Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
The New Testament era began will angels announcing the birth of Christ and the age will end almost the same way. Now don’t get me wrong it will not be with the birth of a child but with the appearance of our Lord and King Jesus Christ.
This angel is a truthful angel. Nothing can hinder the true gospel from being preached.
He will engulf the world so everyone on earth will hear and see him. He will call all those without the mark to repentance while informing those with the mark that it is to late for them. First he calls out to mankind Revelation 14:7 “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
Few people then or now fear God. Psalm 36:1 “[[To the chief Musician, [A Psalm] of David the servant of the LORD.]] The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, [that there is] no fear of God before his eyes.”  We also find it in the New Testament as well Romans 3:18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Secondly, he calls them to worship God. To glorify God is to accept Him as Lord.
To glorify God is to acknowledge Him as our maker. Psalm 95:6 “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.”
The angel points people to Genesis with his saying and of course Satan hates that for he wants man to believe in evolution. Even most schoolteachers will teach your children one of Satan’s strongest deceptions, which is the evolution theory. The devil hates both Genesis and Revelation for they speak of his demise.
God's creation though is heading for destruction we find this out in 2 Peter 3:10-12 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”
Mankind is being offered a choice. The angle is offering the last chance for any unmarked person to be saved. He will preach a Heaven or Hell message.
Today we too have the same choice. We can either follow Jesus Christ and accompany Him on into heaven or follow Satan to damnation.
Next Revelation 14 tells us that Babylon will fall. Revelation 14:8 “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”
Here we see the imminent destruction of Babylon. Christ will triumph over all godless societies and be victorious over all corrupt religions. His wrath will fall upon spiritual and political Babylon. Christ came to fulfill prophecy and He will do it again. 
We will talk more about this when we get to Revelation 18.
Right now let’s look at Isaiah 21:9 “And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, [with] a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground.”
Spiritual Babylon is Rome. She has defied God and His Word as well as persecuted the true Church of Christ. She will be destroyed for spiritual fornication / prostitution.
The entire world is seduced by Rome. Our world leaders visit her high priest for advice and blessing. Yet I tell you religious Babylon must fall before Christ reigns on earth.
Her followers claim to be in the church built upon the rock, however the true Rock will crush her once and for all soon. I will refer you to 2 Corinthians 6:16 “And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

We move onto God's judgment on the wicked in Revelation 14:9-12
Here we see those who are the damned. They will experience the full weight of God’s wrath because they choose to follow the Beast. Revelation 14:9&10 “And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:”
They that choose to reject God and His Word sell their souls to Satan during that time the state will control religion, however Religion rather than politics will unite people.
Damnation is eternal. Yet some might say the teaching of total destruction is false. Does a God of love send people to Hell?
I would say to them that He must or Christ's sacrifice is belittled forever.
Fire and brimstone is a just reminder of Sodom and Gomorra.
We must remember that they refused to take the way of escape. Those who teach otherwise are deceived. Not a single moment of relief will there be from torment.
No deliverance from a so-called purgatory, and no light at the end of the tunnel.
Make no mistake about it God's love can only be applied on this side of eternity.
People that choose the Lord Jesus Christ must endure to the end. Matthew 10:22 “And ye shall be hated of all [men] for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.”
They will keep God's Word faithfully John 14:23 “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
Obedience is proof of our love for God. This means they believe and promote the truth.
Only those will escape God's wrath John 3:15 “That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
Even with this knowledge only a few make it Matthew 7:14 “Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”
I’d like to talk about the Heavenly Reward next in Revelation 14:13.
Who gets to Heaven? What will their reward be? Who are the dead in Christ?
The answers to those questions affect every true believer.
First off those who have died in Christ are those who were in Him in life.
True believers live, die and rise in Christ.
Pay strict attention to that little word "in" because we must be "in" before eternity starts.
The "in" begins at salvation 1 Corinthians 6:17 “But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”
It is imperative that you understand that those in Christ have no fear of death. We find evidence of that in Philippians 1:21-23 “For to me to live [is] Christ, and to die [is] gain. 22 But if I live in the flesh, this [is] the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:”
Those in Him are the only ones who can be blessed. The text says that laborers are rewarded. Laborers are those who preach, teach, witness and guide others to Christ.
Jesus tells all who labor to rest in Him. Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all [ye] that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
Not fluffy clouds but God's presence is the place of real rest.
The rewards, joys and blessings are for those "in" Christ Colossians 2:6-9 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, [so] walk ye in him: 7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
The Great Harvester is found in Revelation 14:14-16
Here we are presented with the Great Harvester. He is the Son of Man - the Messiah.
He came once as the Saviour of sinners, and He will return as the Lord of the saints.
The world rejects Him as the only way of salvation, however the world will soon know that He is Lord. Revelation 14:14 “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.”
The White cloud show perfect holiness and purity while the Golden crown show status such as King, Lord. He is coming to establish His millennial kingdom and the sharp sickle represents the rapture.
Reaping the wheat Matthew 13:30 “Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.”
Notice the rapture comes before God's wrath so the Lord’s people are spared the tribulation.
there will be a separation of saved from damned Matthew 25:32-34 “And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:”
The rapture is a preordained event.
No more suffering, pain or persecution.
Our eternal shelter will be Heaven. 
The dividing angle Revelation 14:17-20
Still another angel with a sharp sickle appears from the temple. Revelation 14:17 “And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.” I would say this one is symbolic of God's wrath at Armageddon.
A second angel comes from the altar saying strike. Revelation 14:18 “And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.”
Armageddon will come at a preordained time that none shall know until it happens.
True believers will not be around to see it.
Each person chooses which vine he wants to hang around with.
Ripe fruit must be harvested Mark 4:29 “But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.”
The vine of the earth does not go into God's barn. Revelation 14:19&20 “And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast [it] into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand [and] six hundred furlongs.”
The winepress of God's wrath is Armageddon.
This is an unmerciful judgment Psalm 2:12 “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish [from] the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed [are] all they that put their trust in him.” There is another verse that pertaines to this in the New Testament. Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;”
Armageddon takes place near literal Jerusalem. The following verses describe this event.

Isaiah 63:1-3 “Who [is] this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this [that is] glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment.”
Joel 3:9-17 “Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I [am] strong. 11 Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness [is] great. 14 “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD [is] near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD [will be] the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 17 So shall ye know that I [am] the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.”
Make no mistake about it though the Antichrist's army will assemble to destroy Jerusalem.
However the good news is that Jesus destroys all of them 2 Thessalonians 2:8 “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:”
Antichrist and False Prophet are casted into Lake of Fire we see this in Revelation 19:13-21 “And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all [men, both] free and bond, both small and great. 19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”
Satan is bound for 1,000 years in bottomless pit. These events take place prior to Christ's Millennial Kingdom. Satan wants Jerusalem destroyed so Jesus cannot reign. As you can see God will not allow Jerusalem to be destroyed.

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father, We thank You for Your loving kindness. We appreciate Your grace. Allow us to trust and hold tightly to Your truths. Open our eyes that we may not accept the evil mark. We ask that You enhance our understanding so we don’t fall for any of Satan’s tricks of deception. Hold us close in Your loving hands this we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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