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Before we start let's pray.
Dear Heavenly Father,
We again have come to learn what your word says. We ask that you open our hearts and minds to Your truths. Fill us now Father with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your word. This we ask in Jesus name,
Amen 
Today we will be hearing about the judgment of the great whore 
Following the events in Revelation 16, the next event to occur on the earth is the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power and glory. This will close out the rebellion of the Antichrist, who is the embodiment of Satanic influence in the world. 
However, before that grand and glorious event is revealed, there is in Revelation 17 and 18, another interval. These two chapters are devoted to explaining the downfall of Babylon and the reasons for her demise in a much more detailed account of Babylon's doom than that contained in Revelation 14:8-13. 
The Invitation to John: Revelation 17:1-2 "And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 2  With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” 

Notice, first, the messenger who talks to John is "one of the seven angels who had the seven vials." This is important because it indicates the Vials of Judgments are not yet concluded and therefore, what we are reading is indeed a accompanying interval in the chronological sequence of events. 
The invitation is simply to witness 
  
that sitteth upon many waters." This harlot is later identified in our text as "Babylon the great, the mother of harlots." Therefore, we know John was invited to see the judgment of Babylon. Now, the question is, which Babylon? Is it the Seat of the Antichrist's kingdom? Is it the religious system? Or, is it the political system? 
A clue to making this determination is the word "harlot." This is a word that may be used to describe an adulteress, or one who is unfaithful to her spouse. 
Another clue is in Revelation 17:3 “So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” As you see it says the woman, “sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy.” Since blasphemy is word or deed against God and the woman is on the beast, it goes to say her adulteries are against God. 
Spiritual adultery in the Scriptures is symbolic of those who outwardly claim to serve the Lord God but in truth worship and serve other gods. This is an accurate description of the religious system known to John as Babylon. This is the apostate church in full completion, which will exist on the earth following the rapture of the true Church. She will claim to serve the Lord God however will in truth, worship and serve the Antichrist. 
Paul described the characteristics of apostasy in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. " 
Revelation says the kings of the earth and the inhabitants of the earth have committed fornication with the harlot, not occasionally, but so much they are "drunk with the wine of her fornication." This is an indicator of the total immorality of the apostate church and all who subscribe to her doctrines. 
The extent of the apostate church's influence is revealed in that the harlot sits upon many waters. The waters represent people and nations according to Revelation 17:15. " And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.." 
Putting this information together, we can see John is invited to witness the judgment of this harlot or Babylon because she has been unfaithful to God and has enticed the nations into ungodliness. 
Next we see the Mystery Woman on the Beast Revelation 17:3-6 " So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4  And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 5 And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.” 
The "beast" the woman is riding is the "Beast out the Sea" revealed in Revelation 13:1 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.”   
The scarlet color is probably representative of the blood of the saints killed by this beast at the direction of the woman. 
The authority the woman has over the beast is revealed by the fact the woman is riding the beast. She is not the beast, but she is supported by it and has control of it. This indicates the dominate role the apostate church will have in reforming the Roman Empire the Antichrist will use to rule the world. 
This reveals there will be a marriage of sorts, between the religious and political systems for the purpose of making the Antichrist the world ruler. The reward and motives of the apostate church are demonstrated by the woman's attire and adornments. Purple and scarlet robes are the clothing of royalty. Gold, precious stones and pearls are signs of wealth and while the golden cup says the woman has plenty to eat and drink, it also says she enjoys the abominations and filthiness of her fornication. 
Anyone familiar with the pomp and ceremony of organized religion and the falling away of the old-line denominations knows as these things increase, spiritual purity and sound doctrine decrease. 
Babylon the corrupt religious system or apostate church will ride the revitalized Roman Empire not for the sake of reconciling men to God however to partake in the wealth and sumptuous fare the alliance will afford. Consequently, she will be the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth and will be drunken with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. The apostate church will commit all sorts of abominations, including murdering the saints of God, to maintain her favor with the Antichrist and enjoy his kingdom. 
The Apostate church is among those about which our Lord spoke in John 16:1-3 “These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.”   
  
The Solution to the Mystery in Revelation 17:7-13&18 “And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 9 And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”    
  
John was astonished at what he saw and so the angel said he would explain "the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carrieth her." John's bewilderment and the angel's offer to explain "the mystery" foreshadow information about the woman and the beast she is riding not previously disclosed. Although there has been much information given about Babylon and the invigorated Roman Empire in the Scriptures, this information has never been revealed. 
It was mentioned earlier the beast in our text is the "Beast out of the Sea," described in Revelation 13. Comparing John's description of this beast, to Daniel's description of the fourth beast, there can be no doubt John's "Beast out of the Sea" is the same as Daniel's fourth beast. This beast is not a person. It is a kingdom. It is the Roman Empire. 
The first bit of new information the angel gives John concerning the revived Roman Empire is chronological in nature. He says "the beast that was, and is not, and yet is." In other words, this beast existed, and then ceased to exist, and again exists. It is the same beast going through different life cycles. 
Notice, in Revelation 17:8, that following the words "is not" this beast "shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition." We know from the Fifth Trumpet Judgment in Revelation 9, the bottomless pit or the abyss is the holding tank for the angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God. This is the place commonly known as "Hell." The word, "perdition," used in this text, is "utter destruction or eternal damnation." 
Putting all this together we see it is the power from the Abyss or Hell that will bring the beast back to life and the destiny of this beast is utter destruction or eternal damnation. Satan will revive the Roman Empire and by doing so will bring utter destruction and eternal damnation upon all those who worship the Antichrist. 
The influence this world empire will have over humanity is evident in the statement in Revelation 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." The awe is clearly expressed in which the world will view the beast in, Revelation 13:4 "And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?” 
Next, the angel gives John more information concerning the seven heads of the beast, and cautions him that wisdom is required to understand. Revelation 17:9&10 “And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.” 
  
Because the text says the woman sits on seven mountains, many believe this is a reference to the City of Rome. This, because Rome was historically called the "City of Seven Hills." Therefore, many conclude the seat of the Antichrist's throne and power will be in the City of Rome. However, if we consider the rest of the angel's description of the seven heads, a different picture emerges. 
The text says the seven heads on which the woman sits are seven mountains, and they are also seven kings. This means the woman or Ecclesiastical Babylon, sits in high places in the respective kingdoms. The harlot is not an empire herself. Rather, she rides upon kings and kingdoms, empires and governments. 
Throughout history, governments have courted religion to give respectability to their actions and throughout history the harlot Babylon has prostituted herself with the kingdoms of the world to gain purple and scarlet robes, gold, precious stones, pearls, and a golden cup in her hand. The text is saying that just as this harlot has always existed in and influenced the kingdoms of the world she will influence these seven kings. 
Next, in Revelation 17:10, we read a clue to the identities of the kingdoms represented by the seven heads. " five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not yet come." 
To rightly understand this statement we must view it from John's time in world history. At the time of his writing, five of the kingdoms had fallen, the sixth existed and the seventh had not yet come. Therefore, we understand the text looks back from John's point in time, to five great kingdoms that had come and gone. These are: Greece, Persia, Babylon, Assyria, and Egypt. 
The identity of the sixth head or kingdom can only be the Roman Empire existing at the time of John's writing. This sixth head is the same as Daniel's fourth beast. 
The difference in John's vision of the kingdoms and Daniel's vision is that Daniel looked forward from his time while John looked both directions. Daniel began by describing Babylon, the kingdom in existence during his lifetime, and moved forward to Rome, while John began with Egypt, the first great world empire, counted to his own time and then looked beyond to a kingdom not yet in existence. 
To identify this kingdom yet to come, we must move on in our text to the eighth kingdom. Now, we do not normally hear much if anything about an eighth kingdom. Most people seem to be content with ignoring John's reference to an eighth kingdom, possibly, because they cannot reconcile it to their understanding that the seventh kingdom is the revived Roman Empire. 
Actually, it is not the seventh kingdom that will be the revived Roman Empire. The revived Roman Empire will be the eighth kingdom and it is this eighth kingdom that is the "Beast out of the sea," in Revelation 13. It is the eighth kingdom, or beast, the harlot in our text is riding. Look at Revelation 17:11 " And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.." Therefore, if the beast or revived Roman Empire is the eighth kingdom we know the seventh kingdom is not the revived Roman Empire. 
Another clue to the identity of the seventh kingdom is in Revelation 17:10: "and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.” 
This means the seventh kingdom will be short lived. 
We know the sixth kingdom was the Roman Empire that existed in John's time and we know the eighth kingdom is the "Beast out of the sea" that will dominate the last forty-two months of the tribulation. Therefore, we know the seventh kingdom must come following the fall of Rome and before the Abomination of Desolation that marks the beginning of the last half of the tribulation. 
It is probable the seventh, short-lived, kingdom will be a kingdom formed by the "Prince that shall come" spoken of by Daniel, to make his seven-year peace agreement with Israel. This is consistent with the identification of the ten horns in Revelation 17:12. "And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast." 
From Daniel 7:24-25 “And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 25 And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.” also Revelation 13:1 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.” we know a government will rise out of the sea of humanity, formed by the coalition of ten kings and their kingdoms. The “Prince that shall come” or the Antichrist will head this confederation. 
The ten-kingdom alliance he will put together is the seventh kingdom. This is not the kingdom he will use to dominate the earth during the Great Tribulation; rather it is the kingdom he will use in his rise to power. Again, it is this kingdom, consisting of ten kings and their kingdoms; he will use to make a seven-year peace agreement with Israel. 
In Revelation 17:12, John says these kings will have no kingdoms and therefore, no power, until they align with the beast or Antichrist. Apparently, it will be the promise of power that causes the ten kings to align with the Antichrist and back his peace compact with Israel. 
Notice, there is a joker in the deck from which the Antichrist will deal. John also tells us in Revelation 17:12 that these kings will receive power for one hour with the beast. This means the power they crave will be like their kingdoms - short lived. After forming the coalition of ten governments or kingdoms, and making a seven-year peace agreement with Israel, the Antichrist, will turn on both his confederates and Israel. 
This is explained in Daniel's prophecy when he says one of these kings will rise up against three of the others and conquer them. Obviously, the king who conquers the three others will have the balance of power and will control this coalition of governments. This king or ruler is the Antichrist, backed by Satan, in his rise to power. The result of this takeover is the eighth kingdom the beast or Antichrist will use to dominate the world and persecute Israel. 
Apparently, the show of force required to overthrow three of the kings will be sufficient to persuade the remaining kings to surrender their kingdoms to the Antichrist. John says in Revelation 17:13, "These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast." 
All the might of the ten kingdoms will come together under the reign of the Antichrist and he will declare himself, god and begin his relentless persecution of Israel. 
John reveals the purpose of this coalition of kingdoms under the control of the Antichrist in the beginning of Revelation 17:14 "These shall make war with the Lamb." Motivated and powered by Satan, the Antichrist will lead his kingdom in open rebellion against the Lord and his war against God will take the only possible course. Since it is impossible for Satan or his stooge to stand against God in face-to-face battle, they will attack God's people. 
However, theirs is a hopeless battle and cause. John also says in the latter part of Revelation 17:14, "and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful." 
There is no doubt John is talking about the Almighty when he describes the Lord of lords and King of kings, but notice it is not His might nor His majesty that John has in mind when he says, "The Lamb shall overcome them." 
Certainly Satan and all his disobedience has wrought in the earth will someday be purged from the planet, but this is not what John is talking about when he says, "The Lamb shall overcome them." 
Notice, John concludes his statement with the words, "and they that are with Him are called, and chosen and faithful." Clearly, this is a reference to the saints. Therefore, it seems the Lamb overcoming those who make war with Him has something to do with the saints. 
Again, because the Antichrist and his armies cannot go into the heavens and make war with God, they must make war with Him by attacking His people. Satan has no power against God. Therefore, he seeks to destroy God's supreme created beings. This is the same battle Satan has led against humanity since time began. Because humans are created in the image and likeness of God, Satan hates them as much as he hates God and seeks to destroy them through sin and death. 
However, it is not through His exercise of might nor of majesty that our Lord will overcome Satan and his followers. Rather, it is through His being led as a Lamb to the slaughter that our Lord Jesus Christ, defeated sin and death. 
By dying in the place of sinners, He paid the penalty for sin and loosed the stranglehold sin has on fallen humanity. 
By rising from the dead, He demonstrated His power to give life where death existed and proved His victory over darkness. 
This victory over sin and death is imputed to all who simply believe that Jesus died in their place, for their sins and rose from the grave. These who place their trust in Christ, as their only Savior, are called, chosen and faithful. Because they are in John's words they are born-again into the family of God through faith in Christ, Satan can never defeat them. 
When the Antichrist and his armies make war with the Lamb by attacking His people, "The Lamb shall overcome them." In spite of the satanic persecution of God's people, they remain called, chosen and faithful. 
Next, John describes the Judgment of the Woman in Revelation 17:15-18 “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 18  And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” 
In Revelation 17:1, John said the harlot "sitteth upon many waters." Here he says the waters "are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." In other words, all the people and nations of the world will be under the dominion of the apostate church. 
The religious system revealed to John as "Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth" will exercise remarkable political power because of the multitudes subscribing to her heresies. This is proven in Revelation 17:3, where she is described as sitting on the scarlet beast. 
These corrupt religious system claiming to serve the Lord but in truth denying His power are the tool of Satan and his Antichrist. The apostate church is the organization the Antichrist will use in his rise to world power and prominence. The ten kingdoms forming the scarlet-colored beast will be brought into subjection through the religious and political influence of the harlot. 
Ecclesiastical Babylon, the Great Harlot, the Apostate Church, will be the world unifier allowing the Antichrist to come to power, but the ten kings according to John will hate her. 
It is the ten-nation confederation forming the seventh beast or kingdom under control of the Antichrist that will destroy the harlot known as Babylon. They will make her "desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire." 
This destruction of the Apostate church will occur following the overthrow of the three kings by the Antichrist. This will usher in the eighth beast or kingdom he will use to dominate the world. Then, the Antichrist will proclaim himself, god and demand all worship him. He will no longer have any use for, nor will he need the help of, the apostate church. Religious freedom and tolerance will no longer exist and a system, although corrupt that acknowledges God will be despised by the new world ruler who claims deity for himself. 
The great city, Babylon that reigned over the kings of the earth will fall at the hand of the one she placed in power. The Antichrist she chose to serve will destroy her when she has outlived her usefulness to him. Such is Satan's program throughout the ages, he will always use and abuse and then destroy those he no longer needs. 
John makes it clear in Revelation 17:17, that the fall of "Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth," is no accident, nor design of Satan. It is the pre-determined plan of our Sovereign Lord and God. "For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled." 
The Scarlet-colored Beast that was under the control of the harlot, Babylon, will swear allegiance to the Antichrist and destroy the harlot, because the Sovereign Lord has put it into their hearts to fulfill His Word. Even in his rebellion and surely to his own chagrin, Satan has no choice but to fulfill the Word of God. 
How foolish it is for people, today, to think they can ignore or deny the God who created them. 
How many of you have read the books or seen the movies entitled Left Behind? 
Well the Left Behind series makes for some compelling reading. At its core, it espouses what biblical scholars call the Futurist understanding of Revelation. That is, it understands Revelation as describing the particular sorts of figures and phenomena we should expect to see rise up some time in the future, as God brings to fulfillment his plan for humanity. 
It must be said, however, that there is at least one other way to look at the last book of the Bible. That way is what scholars call the Preterist view. In this understanding, Revelation is regarded not as detailing future occurrences but rather past ones instead. Those who believe in this interpretation of the book, suggest that Revelation is clearly describing people and events native to the First Century setting in which the vision was originally given to the Apostle John. 
Much as the allies during World War 2 used code terms like "Overlord" to describe their operations or to name the enemy’s movements, so the Book of Revelation details the terms of engagement and predicts the ultimate outcome of the great spiritual war even then being worked out in the fields and villages of the ancient world. It simply does so in code language so that Christians wouldn’t be imprisoned for holding this document, should the pages of Revelation fall into enemy hands. This covert quality is what is suggested when the book of Revelation says that interpretation of the imagery was left "for a mind with wisdom." The fact is that most Jews living in ancient times would certainly possess the wisdom to decipher the code language contained in this book. 
Since the time of Daniel in the 6th Century B.C., for example, the ancient Jews had used the imagery of a "Beast" to describe any particularly nasty political power. The very worst of oppressors were given the even darker epithet of "Babylon," since it was the Babylonians who had committed the unthinkably vile act of destroying the holy Temple at Jerusalem in 587 B.C., of seducing Israel’s brightest young leaders into serving its pagan gods, and of demanding that their kings be worshiped as divine. 
By the end of the First Century A.D., Jews and Christians alike clearly regarded the Romans as the new Babylon. After a Jewish revolt in Palestine failed in 70 A.D., the Romans had also destroyed the Jerusalem Temple. The Roman culture was increasingly stealing the hearts of the young as well. The decades before the Christian Century had been ones of terrible civil disorder, war, and economic chaos. When Caesar Augustus rose to power in 29 B.C., however, he ushered in an unprecedented era of law and order. As the Roman forces eliminated piracy on the seas and established a superb network of new roads and legal courts, commerce flourished as never before. Not surprisingly, many young Jews and Christians had become enamored with the extraordinary new world the Romans were opening up. Many of them became de facto if not nominal converts to the Roman approach to life. 
It was not long before zealous supporters of the Roman way began to suggest that all this genius must have roots in the supernatural genius of the Emperor himself. By the time John wrote, 35 cities in the province of Asia Minor alone had erected temples for the worship of the divine Caesars. When you worship a Lord who says that He alone is God… When you see "the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus" being poured out because they refused to bow down to Caesar… When you see this "scarlet beast" growing drunker and drunker on its power… it is easy to understand why the most vile of Emperors would be regarded as the "Anti-Christ." 
Not surprisingly, those who believe in the Preterist interpretation of Revelation are convinced that when we read about "the great prostitute" who sits on "seven hills," we are not hearing about some future nemesis; we are clearly hearing about Rome. The ancient writer, Virgil, actually called Rome "the City of Seven Hills." The reference to the Empire as a "prostitute" also made sense since, increasingly, you couldn’t get anywhere in life if you weren’t "in bed" with Rome. Preferential treatment was given to those citizens who did volunteer work at the Imperial Temple. The coins you traded with bore the images of the emperors as gods. All this may have been what Revelation means when it says "no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark" of the Beast. The Preterists point out that even the number "666" is simply the official title of the Emperor Nero when the Hebrew letters are translated into a numbers. 
So which interpretation is right—the Futurist one or the Preterist one? Does Revelation describe events in the past or ones that are still to come, maybe even happening now? The answer, I believe, is YES. Revelation has to do with the past and with the future and with what’s happening today. You see, there is a third way of understanding the Book of Revelation that goes by the name of the Idealist view. The Idealist view sees this book as giving symbolic description of timeless realities and struggles that have very real, very practical historical application in every age—and an ultimate fulfillment in an age to come. 
You see, in every age there has been a Babylon. Yesterday it may have been Rome. Today, it may be a decadent American culture. Tomorrow it may be some global entity whose dimensions we are just starting to see take shape. The point is that there have always been institutions and individuals through which the One who has opposed God from the beginning could work out his purposes—whether his instruments know they are being used or not. His strategy in each age has always been the same: First, tear down the places where God is truly worshipped. Secondly, seduce the brightest leaders into obsessively pursuing the pleasure, power, or possessions that Babylon can grant. And thirdly, deceive people into putting their ultimate faith in anything but God. 
While teaching at the great city of Caesarea Philippi in the far north of Galilee, Jesus once spoke to a band of disciples who could easily have been targets of a strategy like that—even as disciples in our time and the times to come can be. And so Jesus posed one of those sorts of questions He often asked—a question designed to help His followers identify where they really stood whether on the inside or the outside of Babylon’s gates. Matthew 16:13” When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” 
The question was a challenging one. It was late in Christ’s earthly ministry. The disciples could surely feel that opposition to Him was growing. Standing there with Jesus in one of the most splendid of Roman cities, some of them must also have had moments when they wondered whether or not they were foolish to stake their hopes on the way of Christ instead of the way of Caesar, so resplendent all around them. After all, Babylon always looks beautiful at her height. 
Matthew tells us that the disciples replied to the Master’s question readily. Matthew 16:14 “And they said, Some [say that thou art] John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” Then Jesus asked. Matthew 16:15 “But whom say ye that I am?” It was then that Simon Peter answered: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. " Matthew 16:16, which is to say the Lord of Lords, the King of Kings, the Sovereign above all Caesars. You Jesus "are the Son of the living God." I picture a slow smile spreading across the face of Jesus and a sparkle in His eyes. “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed [it] unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 16:17,  "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Matthew 16:18 
I’ve always loved that saying. But you know, I never understood the vision Jesus was intending His disciples to take with them, until I saw a picture of Caesarea Philippi myself. You see, the ancient city was nestled up against a hill. In the base of that rise was a cave in which had once been located a proud Roman temple, guarded by great strong gates at the mouth of the cave. It was a glorious symbol, as that whole city was, of the might of Rome, the height of Babylon. 
But what fills my mind is not that pagan temple. It is the towering cliff that rose hundreds of feet above the place of those gates, a massive rock face that the winds of time have hardly begun to erode. The gates and the great Empire they once signified are gone today. The city of Caesar is nothing but rubble today. But mark this truth: The Rock remains. This is the message of Revelation and God’s Word to all who are tempted to serve or be too overawed by Babylon. "I will build my church," says the Lord, "and the gates of Hell itself, shall not prevail against it." 
Let us pray… 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
 Thank you for allowing us to come before You as a people who live in the midst of testing times. There is so much in our world that would claim our attention and allegiance, and some of us live so deeply behind Babylon’s gates that we have almost forgotten our true identity. Give us the ears to hear Your voice calling to us today, speaking our name, inviting us to come out of Babylon and into the fuller life and light of Your Kingdom. Enable us to walk from this place, pleasing You with our every thought, word, and deed. We pray this in the name of Your beloved Son the only one with the power to prevail, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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