Sermon 71








April 9th 2005

Dear heavenly Father,

Thank You Father for all You have done this week as well as the many miracles You have preformed. We are still at war Father and ask that You intervene, that it might soon come to a halt. Please Father, comfort the hearts of those who have lost loved ones and give courage to those who are still battling. We ask that You touch the hearts of our leaders in a way that will bring peace Father for killing is not good, we know this for Your word has told us so. We have come together today also to ask for Your guidance as we once again study Your word. It is written that he who has a ear let him hear. We are now willing to hear Father, so please fill us now with the Holy Spirit that only Your truths enter and adhere to our minds. This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen

Today we will be talking about the details of BABYLON'S fall which we find in Revelation 18, 

It is a continuation of Revelation 17:1, when one of the seven angels which had the seven vials came and talked with John saying "Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:." 

A ten-nation confederation under control of the Antichrist will destroy the harlot, Babylon. It is this destruction of the apostate religious system that allows the Antichrist to proclaim himself god and demand worship from all people, until the words of God shall be fulfill. According to Revelation 17:16-17 “And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.”
The Antichrist will make his claim to deity at the mid-point of the seven-year peace agreement with Israel. It is this abomination that will mark the beginning of the Great Tribulation. We can verify this in Daniel 9:27, “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”  

And in Matthew 24:14-21 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
Also in  2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”  

Therefore, we may conclude the destruction of ecclesiastical Babylon will occur just before the mid-point of the Tribulation or at least 3 1/2 years before the outpouring, of the seventh bowl of wrath. 

However, another viewpoint is the physical destruction of Babylon will occur following the outpouring of the bowl judgments, at the return of our Lord Jesus Christ in power and glory. To many who take this view, Babylon is a literal city from which the Antichrist will run his government and Revelation 18, is the account of the destruction of this city. 

This viewpoint generally holds that Revelation 17 and 18, foretell the destructions of two different Babylons, the first being a religious system or apostate church, and the second being a political empire or city. 

However, close examination of these chapters reveals that while there is an emphasis on the religious system called Babylon in Revelation 17, and an emphasis on the political system called Babylon in Revelation 18, the two chapters are one account of the fall of Babylon. Clearly, John's invitation in Revelation 17:1, is to view the judgment (singular), not judgments (plural), of the great harlot. 

This invitation is followed in Revelation 17:2-6, with a description of the harlot riding a scarlet-colored beast. This description causes John to "marvel" or "wonder," apparently because he did not understand the vision. To allay John's wonderment, the angel explained the mystery of the woman and the beast she was riding. This is the topic of most of the remainder of Revelation 17. 

It is not until Revelation 17:16, that John witnessed the judgment of Babylon he was invited to see in Revelation 17:1. He recorded the judgment he saw with these words, "these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.." 

This one simple statement is John's entire description of the judgment he was invited to witness and it is clear in Revelation 17:16, this judgment will come at the hands of " the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast" 

The return of our Lord Jesus Christ in Glory is not the time for judgment of the harlot, Babylon. God will use the Antichrist and his ten-kingdom confederation to judge Babylon, 3 1/2 years before the return of our Lord and the battle of Armageddon. 

Therefore, Revelation 18, is not a description of a literal city of Babylon, doomed to destruction when our Lord returns. Rather, it is an account describing the results of the judgment of Babylon, before the return of the Lord. Neither, is Revelation 18, a chronological account. Each effect of the judgment of Babylon is independent and it is not a requirement that one effect end before another begins. 

Let’s first look at the Cause and Effect of Babylon's Fall Revelation 18:1-3 "And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” 

Revelation 18, begins with John's vision of a powerful angel coming down from heaven, illuminating the earth with his glory. The word "another" used to describe this angel, is in Greek, a word meaning, "Another of the same kind." This angel is the same kind as the other angels John saw in his vision. He is not our Lord in the form of an angel. He, as the other angels, is a messenger sent from God to deliver a message from God. The message is simply that Babylon has fallen. 

John recorded the fall of Babylon in Revelation 17:16, just as he was invited to witness, for the Scriptural record. This is God's verbal announcement to the world that the mighty Babylon, the great harlot, is dead. 

Long ago prophesied Isaiah 13:19 "And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah." 

Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, is now overshadowed by the glory of God's messenger as he announces Babylon is fallen. No longer will she deceive the nations with her phony religion for now she has become " the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. "  Revelation 18:2

This harlot that rode the backs of world governments throughout history while claiming to serve God, yet was only interested in amassing great wealth and power, will be destroyed by the very nations she helps align to place the Antichrist in power. 

Religious pomp and ceremony will be replaced by demonic possession and worship of the Antichrist who claims to be god. The facade of godliness the apostates hid behind will be stripped away and replaced with Satanic ritual. There will no longer be any pretense of worshipping God. 

This will happen according to Revelation 18:3 because: 

1 "All nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 

The nations and people of the earth will become angry with God for what they see as His failure to provide peace on the earth. Their wrath will cause them to drink the fornication of the harlot. 

When the Prince that will come to negotiate a peace agreement with Israel uses the harlot or apostate religious system, it will be viewed as "godliness." Israel, will receive this false Christ, as their messiah and the rest of the nations will think of him as their savior, because he is able to bring peace into the world. Daniel 9:26-27 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
2 "The kings of the earth have committed fornication with her." 

Apostate religion always has the effect of turning kings or governments away from serving the Lord, to serving false gods. History teaches, when the Lord is no longer acknowledged and worshipped as Sovereign by a kingdom the result is rampant ungodliness. It is not possible for a nation that attempts to separate church and state to survive because without God moral decline is always the result. 

Sodom, Samaria, Egypt, Rome are a few of the many nations throughout history that have fallen into immorality and decline while hoards of phony religious leaders busied themselves with the accrual of wealth and power will the USA be the next on the list? 

The harlot always has and always will try to turn kings from allegiance to the Lord either by dangling the carrot of religious freedom, or by requiring fanatical adherence to apostate or heretical doctrines. Well sadly enough, all the kingdoms of the world will someday fall for the treachery of Babylon. 

3 "The merchants of the earth are grown rich through the abundance of her delicacies." 

Economic gain will overshadow all other considerations during the reign of Babylon over the earth's kingdoms. Those who will benefit financially from her insatiable appetite for finery will not care which, if any, god she serves. They will not concern themselves with such things as spiritual purity and godliness. As long as money continues to flow in their direction they will tolerate anything the harlot chooses to do.

It is easy to see the connection between Babylon, the religious system and Babylon, the political system. Political motives brought into the church always result in the decline of spirituality or godliness. Likewise, the decline of spirituality or godliness always affects the quality of life and government. 

The fall of Babylon as a religious system will at the same time be the fall of Babylon as a political system. 

Next will be the calling to God's People Revelation 18:4-5 “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.”
Following the announcement that Babylon has fallen and the general cause and effect, John heard another voice from heaven with a warning for God's people. The warning is simply that God has not forgotten the sins of Babylon, and God's people should come out so they will not participate in her sins and therefore, suffer her punishments. 

While this is a warning for believer's on the earth following the rapture of the church, it should also be pay attention to by God's people today. 

Apostasy is uncontrolled in this relaxation of the rules. The harlot is working overtime in our own society. Let’s take a look at the warning in 2 John 1:9-11 “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into [your] house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
God's people, in every age, should always resist the apostasies and heresies of corrupt religion. However, when we narrow the focus of this warning to those left on earth following the rapture of the church, Israel immediately comes to mind. 

Remember, Babylon will fall at the hands of the ten kings she brings together under the leadership of the Antichrist, who will make a peace agreement with Israel. No doubt, Israel will embrace the harlot or religious system and the Antichrist in her enjoyment of the peace this alignment will bring. 

This could be a warning to Israel to avoid the harlot and the plagues that will come because of their sin of trusting the Antichrist, not their God, for peace. 

Because the sins of Babylon have reached unto heaven and God has not forgotten them John hears the voice from heaven make, 

Now we have the Announcement of Judgment 

First, in this announcement, is the petition for the Lord's retribution to double what Babylon has dished out. Revelation 18:6 “Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. " 

One of the basic doctrines of justice is the punishment must fit the crime. Therefore, the call for Babylon to receive double is evidence of the sheer size of her sins. Notice, her reward is to be based in part, "Even as she rewarded you." This probably means Babylon's punishment will be determined by the way she treated God's people. 

Religious supporters who ignore the true and living God have been persecutors of God's people throughout history and the same methods organized religion uses to persecute God's true children will be used to judge Babylon, only the amount will be double what she dealt against the Lord's people. Justice demands Babylon's punishment fit her crimes. 

Next, we see the true motives and desires of Babylon in Revelation 18:7 “How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.” 

Babylon, the apostate religious system that has through the centuries claimed to serve and worship God now has her veneer stripped away as the true intents of her heart are revealed by this voice from heaven. To live as a queen in the lap of luxury, apart from sorrow, glorifying herself, rather than the Lord, is the desire of the harlot. 

Contrast this with the child of God who is willing to give up everything, even his own life, to endure many hardships and sorrows as a servant to our Lord, for His Glory alone. 

Babylon has never lived as a widow. Rather, she has always prostituted herself with the kings of the world to gain the desires of her heart. But those desires will bring her torments and sorrows when the kings of the earth finally turn on her. Revelation 18:8 “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the Lord God who judgeth her." 
There are three very clear things presented concerning the judgment of Babylon in this verse: 

1 The judgment will come at a specific point in time, and be completed in one day. The demise of the apostate system will not be a gradual thing allowing the participants time to run for cover. 

2 The judgment of Babylon will be complete and final. Apostasy or the claim to worship the Lord while in truth serving other gods or self, will be totally wiped from the earth. However, this despised religious system will be replaced with open worship of the Antichrist. While this too, is an abomination to God, the deceit of apostasy will be removed. No longer will phony religious leaders trick people into thinking they are worshiping God when in truth they are worshipping other gods or people much as Satan tricks people. The Antichrist's claim to deity will be open and a person's choice to worship him will be with full knowledge of the consequences. 

3 Although, He will use the ten kings as his agents of judgment, it is the Lord who will judge Babylon. Ultimately, it is always the Lord God who judges sin because all sin is first and foremost against Him.

The coming day of Babylon's judgment that John was invited to witness in the spirit will not only be the end of Babylon, the apostate religious system, but it will also be the end of Babylon, the political system. "For strong is the Lord God who judgeth her."
Then we see the ATTITUDES TOWARD THE FALL OF BABYLON

Now we will see that there is a cry of mourning that a rises for the fallen Babylon. There also are four different reactions to the fall of the city.

1 The Monarchs: The kings who have prospered because of Babylon. Revelation 18:9-10 “And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.”
2 The Merchants: They weep for all the money and business they have lost. All the items for where gold is lusted after souls are lost! So we see it all depends on where are treasure lies! Matthew 6:19-21 “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Materialism will trap people everywhere, mind, body and soul. Modern politics shows that if a man promises prosperity and plenty he is elected. Where is the moral vote? Revelation 18:11-16 “And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: 12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!” I want to tell you that ungratified desires are what will be left!

3. The Mariners - Men will learn too late that materialism will lead to nothing and mean nothing we find this in Mark 8:36-37 “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Man in no way can buy his way into heaven.
4 Heavenly Multitude. There will be rejoicing in Heaven over the fall of a God hating world! God has avenged the blood and the honor of His servants.It tells us this in  Revelelation 18:20 “Rejoice over her, [thou] heaven, and [ye] holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.”
ACCOMPLISHING THE FALL OF BABYLON is covered in Revelation 18:21-24 “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast [it] into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft [he be], shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”
I want you to think about that for a moment a millstone throne into the sea causing a complete and catastrophic judgment. 

Jeremiah also speaks of destruction by waves. Jeremiah 51:42 

“The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof.”  There will be no more!

1. Babylon and all she stood for is no more. Revelation 18:21 “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast [it] into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.”
2 Music and craftsmen No more! Revelation 18:.22 “And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft [he be], shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee;”
All appearance of Habitation will be, No more! Revelation 18:23 “And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.” No joy and happiness!

In her is found the blood of all that were slain upon the earth. Revelation 18:24 “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”
Babylon represents all the sin and murder of all time. Judgment falls from the Lord to ultimately destroy all those who have opposed God. You must choose which side you are going to stand on before that time.

Let us pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your warning and ask that You open all of our hearts that none get left behind. Please help us not to judge one another, for that is Your job. Help us to be what You would have us to be. Keep us Father and teach us to have a Christ like heart. This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Rev. Karla Potter
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