Sermon 72







April 16th 2005

Dear Heaven Father,

We come to again thank You for still another week and many blessings. You bring a cleared mind that we might once again hear of Your word in truth. We ask You Father to fill us with Your Holy Spirit that only Your truths will adhere to our minds and souls. This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen

I’d like you to try and imagine the seen that John has described. God’s judgment has come. The wicked have been cast into hell. And the saints of God are singing and shouting the praises of God with joyfulness for His judgments are true and righteous. What an awesome scene! As eternity commences, the saints of God in heaven are rejoicing and praising him for the damnation of the wicked. This song is sung by a great multitude in heaven. It is the same multitude we have seen throughout this book before the throne of God. It is the whole church of God’s elect in heaven Revelation 18:20 “Rejoice over her, [thou] heaven, and [ye] holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.” and Revelation 19:1-4 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: 2 For true and righteous [are] his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 4 And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.”

“...Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the almighty reigns.” 19:6
 This is that elect multitude who sing the praises of God for his great salvation - The 144,000 sealed ones Revelation 7:3-4 “Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: [and there were] sealed an hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Isra” and Revelation 7:9-10 “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.”
These are the men and women who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, out of every kindred, tongue, people, and nation on the earth, who praise God for his unique grace in Christ Revelation 5:9-10 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”
 These are the blessed dead who have died in the Lord, having kept the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus Revelation 14:3-8 “And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”  and  Revelation 14:12-13 “Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed [are] the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.”
This is that great multitude which has lived and died in every generation for the Word of God and the testimony of his grace Revelation 6:9-11 “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they [were], should be fulfilled.” 

The day of retribution has come and these chosen, redeemed, saved, glorified souls are singing over the very souls of the damned for whom they once prayed and labored anxiously, with loving hearts. There is Christ, singing over Jerusalem for whom he once wept. There is Paul, singing over his kinsmen for whom he was willing to die. There is David, singing over Absalom for whom he once sobbed. All the prophets are singing! All the apostles are singing! All the saints are singing! All the angels are singing! All are singing because of the judgment of God upon the wicked! 

Let’s now take a look at what the theme of this song is. Revelation 19:3 “And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.”

The word "alleluia" means, " praise Jehovah!" So the theme of this song is the praise of the Lord our God for all that he is and all that he does. "Alleluia" is an expression of great joy. It appears that the saints in heaven never get weary of their heavenly employment. Again and again they sing, "Alleluia!" "Amen!" "Alleluia!" "Praise the Lord!" It is the great joy of God’s saints in heaven to praise God for his wonderful works. This word, "Alleluia," is also an expression of admiration and wonder. Every glorious view of Christ, every act of his hand, every word of his mouth, every revelation of his character, every display of his majesty, greatness, power, and glory causes the souls of the redeemed to burst out with another song of praise, saying, "Alleluia," for his salvation Revelation 19:1 “And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:”
How as you can see that verse speaks of His attributes.

While His judgments are spoke of in Revelation 19: 2-4 “For true and righteous [are] his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 4 And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.”
And His sovereignty is spoke of in Revelation 19:6 “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

What is the event that here causes God’s saints to burst out in joyful praise? Here God’s saints are shouting, singing, and rejoicing over the fall of antichrist, Babylon, as well as all false religion. Babylon is the mixing of everything together, stirring it well, and calling it Christianity. It is the religion of the world. If sin is damning its thousands, religion today is damning its tens of thousands. But one of these days God is going to get around to judging this thing called "religion," which has corrupted the earth with her fornication and persecuted his saints in every age. In our text, God has finally caught up with religion. And after antichrist, Babylon, and all the promoters and followers of free-will working religions are cast into hell, God is still on his throne. The saints are happy about that, and shout, "Amen! Alleluia!" The world will mourn forever over Babylon’s fall. But the saints of God will rejoice forever over her fall, for then God will have "avenged the blood of his servants at her hand." The people who are singing are the saints of God. The theme of their song is the praise of God. The occasion for their song is the judgment of God.

Revelation 19:7-10 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed [are] they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See [thou do it] not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
Those verses describe that blessed day when the marriage of Christ and his chosen bride, which he purchased with his own blood, shall be fully consummated, then, we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will be caught up with Him. I Thessalonian. 4:14-17 “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we whice are alive [and] remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
In that day, there will be a great general judgment of all who have ever lived upon the earth. Then, God’s elect shall be gathered to the great marriage supper of the Lamb and shall be publicly united to Christ our Husband in perfection That is what is described in Revelation 19:7-10. 

Start here 

Throughout the Scriptures the relationship of a bridegroom and his bride is used to portray the relationship between Christ and his church, let’s look at a few. 

Isaiah 54:5 “For thy Maker [is] thine husband; the LORD of hosts [is] his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.”
Isaiah 62:5 “For [as] a young man marrieth a virgin, [so] shall thy sons marry thee: and [as] the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, [so] shall thy God rejoice over thee.” 

Hosea 2:2 “Plead with your mother, plead: for she [is] not my wife, neither [am] I her husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts;”  

Matthew. 9:15 “And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast.” 

John 3:29 “He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.” 

II Cor. 11:2  “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ.”
Eph. 5:28-30 “So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.”
Rev. 21:9 “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.”
In fact, I believe the marriage of a man and woman was intended from the beginning to be a picture of the type of union Christ and his bride was too have. 

The following will help us to understand this magnificent passage of Scripture by describing the marriage customs prevalent among the Jews when the apostle John lived. In a typical Jewish marriage there were four distinct elements. 

1. The Betrothal - This could be compared to our engagements; only much more binding. In the betrothal the terms of the marriage were publicly accepted and God’s blessings were pronounced upon the union. From the day of the betrothal the man and woman were looked upon as husband and wife. They were legally married we find this in Matthew 1:18-20 “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just [man], and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily. 20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”
2. The Interval - There was an interval between the betrothal date and the wedding feast. Sometimes this interval was very long and sometimes very short. During this interval, the groom paid a dowry to the bride’s father for the honor of her hand in marriage Genesis  34:12 “Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.”  The dowry could be paid in serval different ways. Here are some of them; money, cattle, property, or even service as we see in Genesis 29:20 “And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him [but] a few days, for the love he had to her.” 

3. The Wedding Procession - At the close of the interval, the bride would prepare and adorn herself for the wedding. The groom, arrayed in his finest garments and accompanied by his friends, would go in a grand, singing procession to the home of his bride. Once he received his bride, they would return in another grand procession, either to his or to his father’s home  John 3:29 “He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.”
 Song of Songs. 3:6-11 “Who [is] this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant? 7  Behold his bed, which [is] Solomon's; threescore valiant men [are] about it, of the valiant of Israel. 8 They all hold swords, [being] expert in war: every man [hath] his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the night. 9 King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon. 10 He made the pillars thereof [of] silver, the bottom thereof [of] gold, the covering of it [of] purple, the midst thereof being paved [with] love, for the daughters of Jerusalem. 11 Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart.”
4. The Wedding Feast - The wedding feast was a lavish, extravagant banquet, provided entirely by the groom and his father Matthew 22:4 “Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and [my] fatlings [are] killed, and all things [are] ready: come unto the marriage.” 

Usually, these marriage suppers would be celebrations lasting at least seven days. At the wedding feast the bride and groom were publicly and permanently united. It is the wedding feast “itself” which is described in Revelation 19:7-10  “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed [are] they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See [thou do it] not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
This is no ordinary wedding feast, but "the marriage supper of the Lamb." Here we are informed that there is a day appointed when the Lord Jesus Christ will gather his bride out of the world and bring her into his Father’s house for a glorious everlasting wedding feast. 

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB is presented to us as a matter of great joy in heaven in verse 7. Everything in heaven has been anticipating this great event since the beginning of time. When it finally comes, the angels shall call for all the heavenly hosts (elect angels and saved sinners) to rejoice and give honor to Christ, the Lamb of God. God the Father planned everything from eternity for this great day. God the Spirit is the earnest of this day in the hearts of his saints. God the Son sees this great day as the day of his joy and satisfaction. The angels of heaven and the glorified spirits of the redeemed anxiously wait for this great day. And all God’s saints living upon the earth live in the blessed hope of this glorious day. 

Today, the church is betrothed to Christ II Corinthians 11:2 “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ.”
 Though the marriage has not yet been brought to this glorious consummation, our union with the Son of God is a matter of legal record in heaven. Christ is our lawful husband and we are his lawful, betrothed wife. He pledged his troth to us in old eternity in the everlasting covenant of grace Hosea 2:16 “And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, [that] thou shalt call me Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali.” Also Hosea 3:3 “And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for [another] man: so [will] I also [be] for thee.”
 Having betrothed himself to us in eternity, our dear Husband paid a dowry for his bride, the church. The dowry was his own life’s blood, paid to satisfy the debt we owed to God’s offended justice. 

Jesus came down from heaven and sought us to be His bride, then bought us with His blood and that we might live He dead.

As Christ pledged his truth to us in eternity, so we who believe pledge our truth to him in faith. Faith in Christ is nothing less than the willingness to give our heart to Him. Romans 7:4 “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, [even] to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.”
 By faith we are wed to Jesus Christ the Son of God.

John sees "heaven opened." Not a window, or a door, but heaven itself is opened, and the Lord Jesus Christ comes forth riding upon a white charger, like a mighty man of war. Four things are clearly revealed in this symbolic picture in Revelation 19:11-16 “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him [was] called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his head [were] many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
John now saw Christ in his glory as the Captain of our salvation, the King of kings and Lord of lords. He saw a warfare on the earth. The Seed of the woman and the serpent are in conflict. Truth and error are engaged against one another. Sometimes, when we see this warfare, we tremble. But John saw it and described it from heaven’s vantage point. He wrote down what he saw so we might take courage. If we are soldiers enlisted under the banner of Christ, pledged to the advancement of truth, sworn to the precious blood of atonement, the glorious doctrines of the gospel, and the honor of Christ, it will do us good to rise with John above the mists of the earth and see this warfare from heaven’s viewpoint. Though the battle must rage until Armageddon is over, there is no cause for fear. The ark of God is safe. The cause of Christ is secure. The Bride of Jesus Christ will overcome her enemies. The truth of God shall prevail. 

So, I say unto you rejoice, believer, in the Lord, Who makes your cause His own; The hope that’s built upon His Word cannot be overthrown!
As surely as He overcame and triumphed once for you, so surely you that love His name shall triumph in Him too!" 

The warfare Jesus wages is Spiritual. As you look through the ranks of these great armies, there is not one weapon among them. But there is a sword, not in the hand, but in the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ. The sword by which our Savior conquers the hearts of men is the gospel of his grace. Let’s take a look at Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
Our warfare is not carnal, but spiritual. Our only weapons are the Word of God and prayer II Corinthian 10:4-6 “(For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.”
 We are not sent into the world to reform men’s lives, or even to reform society. We are sent to preach the gospel for the conversion of sinners, for the saving of God’s elect. Our only mission is the preaching of the gospel. Those who are not subdued by the gospel, our Lord will subdue by the iron rod of his inflexible justice. And in the end he will tread his enemies beneath his feet in the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God. 

The Lord God is determined to make all creatures in heaven, earth, and hell bow to his Son. All Christ’s enemies shall be made his footstool Psalms 110:1 “[[A Psalm of David.]] The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”
Hebrews. 10:13 “From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.”
 Every creature will be compelled, either by the gospel of the grace of God or by the iron rod of his justice, to bow before the Lord Jesus Christ and confess that he is and rightfully deserves to be "KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS." Christ shall win the day Isaiah 45:22-25 “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I [am] God, and [there is] none else.  23 have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth [in] righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.  24  Surely, shall [one] say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: [even] to him shall [men] come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 25 In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.”
Revelation 19:12 His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his head [were] many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.”


Revelation 19:16 “And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
I BELIEVE, that this passage describes the great last controversy Christ will have with this world. He has had many a controversy with it, but the last will be the greatest of all; for as we talked about earlier it is called the supper of the great God 

Now, it is interesting to notice that this last conflict will be about his kingly office; not merely his controversy about his Bride, but whether his is to be King of kings, and Lord of lords. And the final issue is already written down in Revelation 19:17&18 “And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all [men, both] free and bond, both small and great.”
It is interesting to notice that this great controversy, which appears to be decided at the second coming of Christ, is acted over before, in miniature, just that all believers may have an opportunity of showing what side they would be on.

Let me mention some of the many crowns that are here said to be on the head of Christ. There can be no doubt that the person on the white horse is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is called 'the Word of God', a name given to none other but he. You remember  John told us this in his gospel. John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “
There are three of the crowns I would mention tonight. I do not mention the crowns of creation, or the crown of providence; but I speak of the crown he has as mediator. There are three crowns he has as mediator. The first is his crown of King over all; the second is his crown over his Church; and the third is his crown over the invisible Church - King of saints.

Christ has got the crown over all things to the Church. 

You will see this in Matthew 28:18 'All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” See also Ephesians 1:22: “And hath put all [things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the church,” Now you will observe that these passages leave nothing that is not put under Him. All power in heaven and on earth is His. And he is made head over all things to the Church; that is for the benefit of the Church.

1. He is the king over angels; Hebrews 1:6 “And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.” Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Now let’s look at Matthew 25:31 “,When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory” All the holy angels are under his power. He is the head of the angels. He is the confirmer of the angels. 

2. And again, he is the king of devils; It is written in Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  And you read often in the gospel, of Christ casting out devils. And remember the maniac on the other side of the Sea of Galilee. When Christ commanded the devils to come out of him, they besought him to be allowed to enter into the swine, and he allowed them. This we can read about in Mark 5:1-20. How plainly does this show that Christ is King over devils. And we are told in the Psalms 68th  that when he ascended up on high, 'he led captivity captive' Psalms 68:18 “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, [for] the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell [among them].”
The word 'captivity' refers to Satan, the great captivator. And we are told the same thing in Colossians, 2:15 “And] having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” How plainly does Christ show by this that he is king of devils. 

3. Now Jesus is not only Lord over the angels and devils, but also of men. We see this in Revelation 1:5: “And from Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful witness, [and] the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,”
Jesus Christ...the faithful witness, the first-begotten of the dead, and the prince of kings of the earth. Ah! It is true that as a King many kings mock him; but still it is true that he is 'prince of kings of the earth'; Assyria is the rod of his anger Isaiah 10:5 “O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.” 
And not only kings, but over nations. It is said in the Psalm 93:3-5 “The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. 4 The LORD on high [is] mightier than the noise of many waters, [yea, than] the mighty waves of the sea. 5 Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever.”
These are just fulfilling his purpose. And the nations who are agitated like the waves of the sea; they too are but fulfilling His purpose. Just as that vast and rolling ocean with its countless angry waves that rise, only fulfill His purpose. So it is with the nations of the earth, they are tossed with one political opinion after another, with one commotion after another, yet they are just fulfilling His purpose, and Jesus will bring order out of confusion. Ah! Yes, my brethren I tell you He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the Governor among the nations.

4.Still further, Christ is Lord over nature, the living and lifeless. Yes, He is Lord over inorganic nature. Who is this that comes walking on the sea at the fourth watch? It is the Lord of all. Who is this that stands up in the storm, and says to the raging bellows, 'Peace be still?' What manner of man is this that even the winds and sea obey him? Matthew 8: 27 “But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!” Ah, it is Jesus the Lord of all. He is Lord of inanimate nature. 

And in like manner he is Lord of living nature. Who is this that commands the fig-tree to wither? Matthew 21:19 “And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.”   It is the Lord of all. Then again who is this that commands the fish to bring the silver piece to Peter? Matthew 17:27 “Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee.”  Yes! It is our beloved Jesus. Even he who is said, in the eight Psalm, to have dominion over all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; the fowl of he air, and the fish in the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the sea.

Dear Sisters and brothers, these is a twofold lesson to be learned from this, a lesson of comfort to the saints, and of dismay for the wicked.

To the saint. He will make all things work together for your good. He that is thy friend, thy Redeemer; it is he that has many crowns on his head. You may be poor, but he is rich, and his riches he will bestow on you. He has got all things under his feet. He is the head over all things for you; head over angels, head over devils, head over men, head over nature living and non=living. All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours , and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 1 Corinthians 3:21-23 “Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;” 22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ [is] God's.”
Oh what a lesson of consolation is this! Three is not a wave of the sea but is thy servant, employed to waft thee glory. 

And now we turn to learn a lesson of dismay to the Christless. You think this way is foolishness, and more than madness; but ah! Sinner, do you know whom you despise? He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He has got all kings, and angels, and devils, and men under him. Ah! Remember that if Christ is against thee, there is none that can be for thee. Oh learn the utter foolishness of opposing Christ! Think, if you are persecuting his members, you are opposing him. Acts 9:4 “And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”  Think, if you are opposing him, you are opposing one who has all power, and therefore able to destroy. 

I now come the second crown that Christ wears - His crown over the visible church. This is the kingdom that he spoke of to Pilate: John 18:36 “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”
Observe that the visible church is composed of all those who profess the Christian religion, with their children. So that there are many among then who are not Christ's. Yet man is not allowed to reject them, for he cannot see the heart. So that now, you will observe that this is his kingdom over which he rules.

The clearest evidence of this is the first three chapters of Revelation. For example, the first chapter, 13th verse: “And in the midst of the seven candlesticks [one] like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.” Now, observe, the garment appears to be the robe worn by the priest; but then, the golden girdle, what do we make of it? It cannot refer to the priesthood, for the priest did not have such a thing; so that we are constrained to believe that it refers to his kingly office. I have no doubt but that this chapter is intended to represent Christ as prophet, priest, and king of his church.

And to confirm this, just observe, that there are characteristics mentioned that do not pertain to the priesthood; for example, in the 2nd chapter, 16th verse, it is said, “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.” Observe, this is his kingly power.

Another example is the 23rd “And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.” Observe, it was not the duty of priests to destroy men's lives, but to save them. As a result we have the kingly office of Christ.

But some will say that His is the invisible church that is mentioned. But observe it is to the churches that the epistles are addressed. What make you of Sardis, which had a name to live, and was dead? So that the golden candlesticks represent the churches as they were, not as they ought to be. So that this shows Christ not only to be king of saints, but king over the church. Christ is the appointed King of Zion: Psalms 2:6 “Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.” 

Now, brethren, to explain this more fully, let me show you two things that he doth to this kingdom.

He (1) appoints officers, and (2) gives laws. This is what a King does. He appoints officers, and he gives laws. So is it with Christ, he appoints his ministers.

He has appointed different sorts of ministers in his church. To see what types let’s look at Ephesians 4:11 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;” These are officers he has appointed over the visible church. 

Remember that Christ is not only King of kings, but King of his Church. This is what has been attacked in our day, and it is this, which we are called to defend.  Now what would you think of a man that when his family was under attack strapped on armor, then ran and hid where there was no danger? Now I like you to think about this for a moment.  Now, it is Christ's kingly office that they are attacking, and it is this we ought to defend. They say Christ is not King in his Church. They say Christ has not given power to his ministers - power to ordain or refuse. Ah! My sisters and brothers, this is the point of the kingly office, which is attacked, and it is this that you are called on to defend.

I come to the third and last point: Christ is king of his own redeemed body. 

It is from this that he gets the title, 'King of saints'. Revelation 15:3-4 “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous [are] thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true [are] thy ways, thou King of saints. 4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for [thou] only [art] holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.”
The first is change, see Acts 5:31 “Him hath God exalted with his right hand [to be] a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” You will notice that the office of Christ as King is to give repentance and forgiveness of sins. It is his work to say, 'Live!' Ah! My sisters and brothers has He done this for you? Observe, it is not the work of man: Isaiah 42:8 “I [am] the LORD: that [is] my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.” He will not give his glory to another, neither his praise to graven images. It is from his throne at the right hand of God that he sends the Spirit, and makes three thousand cry out, Acts 2:37 “Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall we do?” Did you get that? Men and brethren, what shall we do to be saved? It is a most affecting truth I have shown you, that you may be a member of his kingdom, and not a member of his grace.

Another kingly act of Christ over his Church is to forgive sins. Mark 2:10-11  “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 11 say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.”
The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins. Ah! My sisters and brothers, it is a kingly act to give pardon.

It is interesting to notice that in the first ages of the Church, Christians were martyred for the priestly office of Christ; at the reformation they were martyred for his prophetical office; and it is reserved, it may be, for us to be martyred for his kingly office: it was this, you remember, the Covenanters were martyred for. How necessary as then, we must be found on the right side.

Dear Heavenly Father,

After having taught us all these truths, more valuable than pure gold, You have shown us where we can find Your Church, which keeps all Your commandments and has the faith of Jesus.

Please give us the courage we need to come out of Babylon, and join Your Church, while there is still time to do so.

May we be efficient and humble instruments in Your hands, so that Your message of salvation may be proclaimed throughout the whole world, and so that we may be one body and one Church.

In the precious name of Jesus Christ our Savior we pray. Amen
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