Sermon 80








June 11th, 2005

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for bring us here again this week to celebrate the Sabbath with You. Your Son Jesus had said that we should reason together that we might have a fuller understand of Your will and what You would have us to do. That is why today we are asking that You fill each and everyone that reads this with the Holy Spirit. We want our hearts and minds enlightened to Your will. This we ask in Jesus’ name Amen .

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, I thought it would be beneficial to travel back in time today and once again take a look at the beginning of time. Not the beginning of the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ but the actual starting of time as we know it. In order to do that we must go to the first book in the bible which is Genesis. It is written that the Father, God, created this universe. However a variety of explanations have been given to explain the existence of the universe. Some believe in God, who spoke into existence matter from which He formed the universe, as we know it. Others believe there is a united self between God and the universe. Still others hold that matter is all there is, and that matter is eternal. Now when we go to the Bible we see that it teaches us that God, who alone is self-existent, created all things.  Genesis 1:1  “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  

Now which beginning is spoken of in Genesis 1:1?  It definitely is not the same beginning, as we find in John 1:1. The beginning spoken of in Genesis 1:1 is that of the beginning of creation. Looking around we find that we live in a amazing universe. Uni means single and verse is a spoken sentence. So you see we live in a single spoken sentence. God said “Let there be” and here it is.

I’m sure that we all have heard of those supposed to be "scholars" who believe that there was an enormous explosion that happened billions of years ago and the universe came into being because of it.  Since that time all of it has been evolving until we have what we se today. However Moses does not set forth an argument to the evolutionist, or to the Bible doubter.  He simply states, "God created."  This word "create" means "to form or fashion out of nothing." The main question asked by many for thousands of years is "Why?"  "Why did God create the world, and why did He create man?" That question has puzzled man since the beginning and will continue to do so until they receive the Word.

I believe the answers to those questions are found in John 1. We must stop a moment and ask ourselves what beginning is John speaking here?  Certainly not the same one as we find in Genesis 1.  It could be what we understand as the beginning of time, or the beginning of creation, or even the beginning of man. Yet one thing we do know is that the Word already existed. We know this for it is written in John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

I’m here to tell you that the Word is Jesus and Jesus is the key to answering these questions.

 You see God did not create the world without a purpose. Isaiah tells us His purpose in  Isaiah 45:18 “For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I [am] the LORD; and [there is] none else.”
God created the heavens, Genesis 1:2-8 “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that [it was] good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which [were] under the firmament from the waters which [were] above the firmament: and it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.” Then He established the earth Genesis 1:9-   “And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry [land] appear: and it was so. 10 And God called the dry [land] Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that [it was] good. 11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, [and] the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed [is] in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, [and] herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed [was] in itself, after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good. 13 And the evening and the morning were the third day. 14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: [he made] the stars also. 17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that [it was] good. 19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.” After seeing it was good God created life in the water. Genesis 1: 20-23 “And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl [that] may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.” Now as we see the next verses we find that God created animal upon the dry land. Genesis 1:24&25  “And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good.” 

Next we see that God created man in their own image unlike all the other animals. He did not create man in vein either God had a special purpose for this planet which was that man was to dwell on it and rule over it. Genesis 1:26-28  “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his [own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”
God looked at all he had done and it was good so on the seventh day God rested. Genesis 2:1-3  “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made. “ 

So we see that God has an external purpose for man in Ephesians 3:7-11 “Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. 8  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 9 And to make all [men] see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly [places] might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:”

This purpose is revealed in God's Word.  Ephesians 1:9&10 “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; [even] in him:”
However it is not revealed to those who are unsaved yet it is somewhat revealed to all Believers and is fully revealed to those who have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3:9&10  “And to make all [men] see what [is] the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly [places] might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,”

My brothers and sisters God's eternal purpose is that all people everywhere might repent and be saved. Let’s check out 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
Moving right along I believe God’s purpose is that man will not only respond to His grace but will serve Him as well. We find this in Exodus 32:29 “For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.”
I’m here to tell you that we are to present our lives, our talents, our all, to God.  Romans 12:1-2  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

So you see our purpose in life starts with salvation. Next we see that God promises to reward His servants who are faithful to Him. 1 Corinthians 3:8 “Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.” 
As children of God it is our responsibility to serve Him.  Luke 17:10  “So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.”  In other words, God is entitled to absolute obedience in all things at all times. If we do this we will be rewarded greatly, not only on earth, but in heaven. 

Our Heavenly Father also has a purpose for those that choose not to trust in Him and that is to be punished for their disobedience. Let’s see what the book of Psalms has to say on the subject. To find the answer we go to Psalms 9:17  “The wicked shall be turned into hell, [and] all the nations that forget God.”   

A day of judgment is coming for those who reject Jesus Christ, as Lord and Saviour.  It tells us about it in Revelation 20:11-15 “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” As we just read there will be no place to hide for the ones who did not accept Jesus Christ.

Let me make it perfectly clear, God keeps an accurate record of those who are written in the book of life.  Revelation 21:27 “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither [whatsoever] worketh abomination, or [maketh] a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.”
I would like to try and clear up the question about a person having two deaths. The first death consisted with the separation of the soul from the body for a time; the second death is the separation of body and soul from God forever.  The first death is that from which there may be a resurrection; the second death is that from which there can be no resurrection. Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”      
In conclusion I’d like to say that we should be more concerned with the end than with the beginning. Yet by going back to the beginning we can see the Lord’s awesome power and learn just how to please Him so we don’t end up in the lake of fire.

So you see the real question is not, "Why did God create me?", but rather, "Where will I spend my eternity?"

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You so much for once again opening our eyes to Your truths and will. We thank You for the wonderful gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ. We pray that You find our names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life and will welcome us home in the end to start a new beginning with You once more. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

