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June 25th, 2005     
Today I want to talk about our union with Jesus Christ however let's pray first.
Dear Heavenly Father,
We come together again today to Thank You for all You have done this past week and to hear Your written word. We ask You to fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your word.  Clear our minds so we can hear what You have to say through the written word. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen 
The moment we believed on Christ we were brought into a very important saving relationship with Him. Faith is the means by which this essential union with Christ is recognized and maintained. Our salvation, life and blessings all come from Christ. They become ours only as we are identified with Him by faith. 
The apostle Paul tries to put across the closeness of relation between Christ and the believer as he stresses the closeness of a living relation with Christ. Once we accept Him we receive the Holy Spirit. We die to sin in Him. We have been crucified with Him. We have been made alive in Him. We are baptized into Jesus and into His death. Christ is the head and Believers make up the body. He is the foundation and His people the building. He is the husband and His people the wife. Paul's life is so acknowledged with Christ that his life is a expression of the very life of Christ. 
This union with the living Christ is union with God. The impact of this union with Christ is that in Him we come to know God alone with life and all that comes with it. So it is easy to see that it is a choice between knowing God in Christ and not knowing Him at all. This union with Christ takes place in the realm of a spiritual experience. Our essential union with Christ focuses on the question of how we can be received into God's favor. Is it on the ground of what we do ourselves, or only on the ground of what Jesus Christ does for us? If we expect to have a right relationship with God based on what we do ourselves it is called justification by works. Yet we see in Ephesians 2:9 “Not of works, lest any man should boast.” However, if we are seeking a right relationship with God solely on the ground of what Christ has done for us it is called justification by faith. Justification by faith means we look to Christ and to Him alone for salvation. We as guilty sinners go pleading Christ's death and righteousness as the only ground of our hope of receiving God's favor and eternal life. Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:” That is why as Believers in Jesus Christ we believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone. It means pleading the merits of Jesus Christ alone before the throne of grace instead of our own merits of good works, character, and so on. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” God has made a perfect provision whereby He can wisely exonerate the guilty sinner. There is no justification for sinful men except by faith and God pronounces justification is righteous. Now I ask you where can a sinful man get works that are as righteous as God? He definitely cannot from himself. The works, even good works, of a sinful man can lead only to condemnation because all his works are as sinful as he is. Sinful man must go out beyond himself to find works that can offer righteousness to God. There is only one place to find such righteousness and that is in the person of Jesus Christ. If we are to be justified at all, it must be on the ground of Jesus Christ’s merits and those merits can be made ours by faith. That is the reason why God sent His Only Begotten Son, that whosoever believes on Him should not perish but have everlasting life. If we do not believe in Him, obviously we must be punished for our sins. However, if we believe in Him, we shall not be punished nor parish, but receive everlasting life. That is Justification by Faith. Justification by Faith is nothing other than obtaining everlasting life by believing in Jesus. For there is no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved. Everything about us as Believers is centered in this great teaching of the Scriptures. Through God's grace we are provided with an open door into the presence of God. We have access into His grace. Only those who have believed in Jesus have entered into the door and God's presence. We have access by faith into this grace Romans 5:1&2 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Here we see that it gives us standing before God. The Believer is not only saved by grace as in Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:” on the contrary he stands in grace. He is engulfed in divine grace. The same grace that saved him upholds him. Because of this legal standing before God we are essentially united to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Because of our union with Christ, we are partakes of all that Christ is, for He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places. We know this to be true for it is written in Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ:” 
Among the various ways our very important union with Jesus Christ is illustrated in the Scriptures here it is in a legal or judicial position in a court of law. That is why Every Person Is Guilty Before God. The Bible challenges us and states that all mankind has sinned and has come short of the glory of God. The entire world stands guilty before God. No one in honest say they are not. There is no individual who is not a sinner and who has not "become accountable to God" Romans 3:19&20 “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin.” 
The apostle Paul declared there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 3:22&23 “Even the righteousness of God [which is] by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” 
God is repulsed by sin. We are all guilty sinners before a righteous and holy God. He is holy and He cannot look upon sin and He will not tolerate our sin. We stand guilty and condemned in His sight. 
God sees the unbelieving sinner as: 
· Lost - Matthew 18:11 “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.” And Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Again there is  2 Corinthians 4:3 “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: “ 
· Guilty - Romans 3:19 “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.” 

· Alienated from God and His enemies - Ephesians 4:18 “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:”  And Colossians 1:21 “And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in [your] mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.” Then there is Romans 5:10 “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” “ 

· Children of wrath - Ephesians 2:3 “Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” 
· Children of disobedience – Colossians 3:6 “For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:” 
· Condemned - John 3:18 “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

As a result, the age-old question is how can we be made right with God. Now we know that No One Is Justified By Good Works for it is written in Romans 3:20 “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin.” 
Then the apostle Paul tells us the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law in verse 21 “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;” 
He makes it very clear where he writes in Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”  " As you can plainly see no man is justified by works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus. He is rather definite in his statement. He repeats the negative statement three times just in case we miss the point. He writes, " a man is not justified by the works of the law," and " not by the works of the law " then " by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified." We can't miss it, can we? The reason why is because the Scriptures has shut up all men under sin let’s look at Galatians 3:22 “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.” The Law has locked us up in prison and threw away the key because we are guilty. It can't set us free. It can't even give us power to overcome sin. All the Law can do is make us more and more conscious of our sin and guilt. 
All we sinners can produce is more sinful works. Therefore, we are not right in the sight of God. 
  
Not our actions


Not our character
 
Not our faithfulness to the church


Not our baptism or sacraments
 
Not our religious experiences 
  
How can a righteous and holy God, therefore, justify the sinner without justifying his sin? How can God save the sinner from the legal penalty and save Himself from compromise? God's own holiness demands the execution of the penalty of sin. We find this in Ezekiel 18:4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” We can also find it in the New Testament. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” The soul that sins will surely die. God's love and tender mercies longs to rescue sinful, guilty people and at the same time His righteousness demands their execution because all are guilty. 
You must understand that The Believing Sinner Is Justified As A Gift Of Grace. 
A real Believer expects to go to Heaven on the virtue of Jesus Christ alone. The believing sinner is justified as a gift of God's grace based upon the death of Christ for our sins. Romans 3:24&25 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  25 Whom God hath set forth [to be] a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;”   
God can't just wink His eye and say, "Boys will be boys, everybody does it." In our day the expression, "We are all sinners" is a popular excuse to go on sinning. For many people there is no remorseful conviction in those words. They are nothing more than an excuse for more sinning. Some have actually said unto me that every body does it so why can't I? I tell you now that in order for God to release us of all guilty charges He must first deal with His own righteous standards. He cannot deny Himself and continue to be God. The apostle Paul tells us God can deliver us from the guilt of sin because Jesus Christ paid the debt for us with His blood. It is His bloody sacrifice on the cross that turns away the wrath of God. He bore our death penalty on the cross. The death penalty for our sins was paid in full at the cross. Christ paid it in full by dying on our behalf, and now the wrath of God is completely satisfied against the true Believer. The basic idea of salvation by grace through faith in Christ is the replacement of Christ for the sinner before the law of God in His Supreme Court. God sent Jesus Christ, His own Son, to satisfy the penalty of our sins and turn the wrath of God away that we may be justified freely by His grace through faith in His blood. Jesus Christ came into the world to live and to die. During His life His obedience to the law was perfect. In His death He willingly suffered for our disobedience. On earth He lived the only life of sinless obedience to the law, which has ever been lived. On the cross He died for our law breaking, since the penalty for disobedience to the law was death. All that is required for us to be justified is to acknowledge our sin and helplessness, to repent of our years of self-indulgence and self-righteousness, and put our whole trust and confidence in Jesus Christ to save us. The law was fully and completely fulfilled in the perfect obedience of Christ and His horrible suffering and death for our sins. Christ satisfied the just demands of the law of His Father, God and the moment the sinner puts his faith in Christ God judicially acquits that sinner. In so doing God does not compromise His holy standard of justice and righteousness. Therefore, Paul says God can remain just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus Romans 3:26 “To declare, [I say], at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” Then he adds in verse 27& 28 “Where [is] boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”  Grace disclaims all self-effort in our lives. Grace makes all self-effort foolishness. Now you may ask, how are we declared acquitted? 
The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. We see this in Romans 3:22-25 “Even the righteousness of God [which is] by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth [to be] a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;” 
Justification by faith in Christ is our legal standing before God. The unjust, believing sinner is accounted and treated as just or righteous before God, because of Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross, a just and holy God can remain perfectly just and holy and at the same time judicially find not guilty the believing sinner and give him a right standing before God. 
Now let’s move to Galatians 2:16 which also positively states our justification three times. Paul wrote, "A man is . . . justified . . . through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ . . . "  Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
Faith in Jesus Christ is a personal act of commitment. We have literally to believe in and on Jesus Christ. 
Justification means to be declared righteous, to be pronounced right in the sight of God. It is the process by which a man is brought into a right state with God. It is a legal and formal exoneration of all guilt by God who is our Judge. God acquits the Believer we find this in Romans 3:9-20; Galatians 2:16; 3:10-11, 25-26; 5:1, 4. 
In fact, over thirty things occurred the very moment we put our faith in Christ including: 
· We were born again John 3:5&6 “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 
· We were baptized into one body 1 Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 

· We have the Holy Spirit living in us. 1 Corinthians 6:19 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 

· We were sealed with the Holy Spirit Ephesians 1:13 “In whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,” 

· We received spiritual gifts for ministry 1 Corinthians 14:12 “Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual [gifts], seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.” 
Because of what Christ has done for us we can now enter into a life-changing relationship with Him. This union with Christ drastically transforms us. We are partakers of the divine nature. 2 Peter 1:4 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 
 We actually share with the Son of God a unique life. You must understand that everything in the Believers life depends upon this vital judicial legal union with Christ. 
God sees every Believer as being "in Christ" We have this new position in Christ because of our justification by faith. We are in union with Christ and identified with Him in His death, burial, resurrection and exaltation. This new relationship with God applies to all Believers. 
We are in Christ; He is in us. 
· We are crucified with Christ. Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

· We are dead with Christ. Romans 6:8 “Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:” 

· We are buried with Christ. Romans 6:4 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 

· We are made alive with Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

· We are raised together with Christ. Colossians 3:1 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” 

· We are to suffer with Christ. 2 Timothy 2:12 “If we suffer, we shall also reign with [him]: if we deny [him], he also will deny us:” 

·  We are glorified with Christ. Romans 8:17 “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together.” 

Romans chapter six makes it clear that there has to be on the part of every Believer, a death unto sin; and a burial with Christ; and that death and burial are expressed, confessed and symbolized in baptism, This standing can best be understood in judicial terms. We are all conscious of no such actual identification with Christ in death and burial. We have never yet really died or been laid in the grave. The only way to interpret these words is as if expressing a historical fact, but a judicial act, something counted or attributed to our account by the sovereign mercy and grace of God. For God deems the believing sinner to be one with Christ and His obedience is assigned to the sinner as his own. God counts to the believing sinner, the atoning suffering of Christ as the satisfaction for the death penalty for sin. Therefore, we have died to the law. By dying with Christ, we died under the law's penalty. All of the law's demands were satisfied in Christ. It no longer has a hold on us. The dominating control of the fallen nature has been broken. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Jesus Christ as we see in Romans 8:1 “[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
The believer is in Christ, in the sight of God and is therefore judged and acquitted as clothed with His righteousness. That is our standing with God based upon the righteousness of Christ. 
We have received accredited righteousness on account of faith in Jesus Christ. The ancient Jewish patriarch Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness. Just as we believe on Jesus and God deems up righteousness in His sight. 
As a result of justification by faith we have peace with God. That fact is written in Romans 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” All disagreements between the believing sinner and God is over! Our hate has been done away with by our acceptance of Christ's death. We have been declared not guilty once and for all. 
When God justifies the sinner He actually counts them righteous when they are not. He does not assign sin where sin actually exists, and does assign righteousness where it does not exist. 2 Corinthians 5:21 “For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
By this also was my faith in Him, as my righteousness the more confirmed in me, for if He and I were one, then His righteousness was mine, His merits mine, His victory also mine. No longer is our life self-centered. The Lord Jesus lives out His life in us day by day as we maintain total dependence on Him by faith. 
Life is not achieved by longing for a better life and lingering at the cross. There must be a saturation of the Holy Spirit in order to fill our life with the presence of the Lord Jesus. That obtaining comes by faith, and not by works. Just as we accept the Lord Jesus by faith as Savior, so by simple faith we receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit. At the same time as we took the Lord as our sin-bearer, we take the Holy Spirit as our burden-bearer. Just as we take the Savior as our penalty for sins that are past, we take the Holy Spirit for power over indwelling sins that are present. The Savior is our atonement; the Holy Spirit is our advocate. In salvation we receive newness of life, by the Holy Spirit we find life more abundant. In each case it is by faith, and by faith alone, wholly apart from any feeling on our part. 
Baptism by immersion is the most beautiful symbol of this vital faith filled union with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection. We go down into a watery grave, as Christ went to His grave, expressing our faith in following Him in His death, burial and resurrection. "God deems us to have died and been buried when Jesus died and was buried. With awareness it is true, for what happens to Jesus is true of all whom He represents. So it stands to reason that all Believers in Christ died when Christ died, but their personal death with Christ came later in time when they decided to put their trust in Christ. Our baptism is a beautiful picture of our funeral as we are solemnly delivered to our death in Christ. The marvelous message is that we do not remain dead, but we rise with Him from death and even in this world experience the power of His resurrection as men who have already died and risen again. 
The resources of a Believer’s life, my friends, are just Jesus Christ, I am here to tell you that the many references to Christ in you, you in Christ, Christ our life, and abiding in Christ are literal, actual, blessed fact, and not just figures of speech. Jesus Christ does not want to be our helper; He wants to be our life. He does not want us to work for Him. He wants us to let Him do His work through us, using us as we use a pencil to write with. All I say to that is Use me Lord Jesus use me!!! 
Let’s pray. 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
We come before You to Thank You for all You have done and will do in the future. Yes, Lord we want You to use us. Fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may not go a stray. Use us to Your benefit. Live through us and lead us not into temptation but deliver us unto righteousness for Your name sake. We ask this of You in Jesus’ name. Amen
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