Sermon 83







July 2, 2005

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We come together today to read and study Your word. We ask that you fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your word which we find throughout scripture. We thank You for all of Your many blessings this week as well as the ones to come. Please enlighten us on our ability to be with You and Your great giving spirit, Father this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

Today I want to talk about what is at the heart of taking pleasure in God. At the heart of each experience of accepting God, lies the conviction that God wants us. He wants us to know Him and to know that we are loved by Him. All through the Old Testament it states that God wants to draw near His people. Moses knew this when he wrote; Deuteronomy 4:7 “For what nation [is there so] great, who [hath] God [so] nigh unto them, as the LORD our God [is] in all [things that] we call upon him [for]?” The certainty of the nearness of God was often taken for granted by Israel, and so they assumed that God’s presence would always be there to help them out and frequently failed to worship Him or even appreciate the blessing that they had. They took His presence for granted, and so they never enjoyed it. There are still times today when as Believers we take God for granted, and when this happens we fail to experience the nearness of God’s love. We reduce our faith to debates and guess work sometimes even to rituals and superstition. We lose sight of the personal God who has promised to come to us. Jesus went to great measures to create the truth of God’s presence by making clear that the important Believer experience is not that of finding God, but rather of being found by Him! Luke records three related parables about a sheep, a coin, and a son in Luke 15:4,7, 8&10   “What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. 8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find [it]? Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”  Then in order to read of the son we move down to Luke 15:11 “And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to [his] father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth [to me]. And he divided unto them [his] living. 13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.  17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put [it] on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on [his] feet:  23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill [it]; and let us eat, and be merry:  24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.”  
Each of those parables makes the point of what was lost was at last found. The point that Jesus stresses in each of these stories is the great joy one feels when they find something that was lost. Taken together as they were intended, the message of these parables is simple; it is that God is passionately concerned about His lost children and searches for them until He finds them. The reason is the strange mystery of His great love, which is revealed fully and finally in the gift of His Son Jesus to be our Savior. In Jesus Christ we cannot only know that God accepts us, but we can experience that love. There is no sense of taking that relationship for granted. Being children of the Father is regarded as a supreme privilege; it is what we are by grace. By nature we are separated from God, and it is only because of the mercy of God in giving His only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior that we can call God “Father.” As a matter of fact we are to call no man father except God. We find Jesus telling us this in Matthew 23:9 “And call no [man] your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.” So you can see it is a privilege, and in Scripture we read where Paul makes known the nature of that privilege. As we learn more and change in Jesus Christ, so does our experience with God. We gain a new access to God. We find that in Romans 8:`4 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” In Christ we are forgiven and made a part of the family of God as sons and daughters, we gain a new access to God. He is now our Father. In the pages of the New Testament, this new relationship is portrayed in a variety of different ways. John pictures it as “branches of a vine” John 15:1-4 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every [branch] that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.” And Peter as “stones in a building” 1 Peter 2:4-6  “To whom coming, [as unto] a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, [and] precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.”  Then Paul as “members of a body” 1 Corinthians 12:12-14  “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ. 13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many.” However there is also an importance upon the individual privilege. Earlier in his letter to the Romans, Paul explains this when he says; Through Jesus we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand. Romans 5:2 “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” I believe what he means is that as a direct result of the death and resurrection of Jesus, we have a new access to God. The idea of “standing in grace” refers to a new and permanent position. It implies a security about our relationship with God. Once we stood as objects of judgment before God, yet  now, because of Jesus Christ and His intervention on our behalf, we stand in grace and not judgment and can enjoy a security in our relationship with God that will never change. We have access to God as sons and daughters and that will last through life and into eternity. We gain all this through the life and death of Jesus Christ alone. This is the nature of grace, and we can experience it for ourselves as part of our inheritance as Believers. We also gain a new assurance of acceptance. Romans 8:15 “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” The fears of life that are part of our common experience are also faced and dealt with. Each of us has these fears, which may take many forms. We are afraid of other people and what they may think about us or say about us. We are afraid of rejection or failure, afraid of sickness and the next phase of life. I would have to say for the Believer the most devastating of fears is that we will end up being unacceptable to God, and have no real right to be called His children at all. When we lack confidence that God is “our refuge and very present help,” then all the fears of life come crowding in upon us. Our anxieties master us and gain the rule over us. We become spiritually fearful, and God’s promises become very remote. If we look at ourselves, there is every reason to doubt and fear. We fail God all the time, and we fail to love and appreciate Him and all that He does. Indeed, left to us our faith does not “hold Him fast” it cannot. Therefore our acceptance is not based upon what we do or what we can do; that is to say to save and trust in ourselves instead of Christ. In Rome is the “Scala Santa,” the original main stairway from the house of Pontius Pilate, and for hundreds of years it has been a place of pilgrimage. People have believed Jesus walked down these steps on His way to the crucifixion. Pilgrims still go up the 28 marble steps on their knees saying their set prayers in order to try and make peace with God. Martin Luther tried that 400 years ago. Like other pilgrims he began to climb the stairs in the footsteps of Jesus, repeating the Lord’s Prayer on each step and kissing each step, hoping thereby to find mercy and peace for his tormented soul. Instead he says a personal miracle happened on the very last step, and words from Paul’s Letter to the Romans burst upon his mind; “The just shall live by faith.” Romans 1:17 “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” In today’s world I believe we need to rediscover the sown seeds of Jesus Christ in order to find God’s grace, which is sufficient and freeing. Yet many Christians live still with a sense of constant condemnation. They live like that because they live according to their feelings instead of by faith. Don’t get me wrong, it is true we are not good enough for God, nor can we ever by our own striving be good enough for Him. However, Christ is good enough! Receiving Him and trusting in the effectiveness of His sacrifice on our behalf, we hear anew the words of the apostle; Romans 8:15 “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” We enjoy a new intimacy with God. When we cry ‘Abba! Father,’ it is the Spirit Himself bearing witness with our spirits that we are children of God. Galatians 4:6 “Gal 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”  The Holy Spirit inspires in us a deep sense of the intimacy of the new relationship that is the inheritance of the Believer. The phrase “Abba, Father” is a child’s expression of recognition, warmth, and trust. When we recognize God as our Heavenly Father, then the truth of the new relationship seeps down into our hearts, and the Spirit inspires in us the recognition and trust and love that is the natural mark of a child to its loving parent. Out of that confidence our witness is born. Giving yourself to others without expecting anything in return is expected of us once we have accepted Jesus Christ and He has made it possible for us to be adopted into God’s family. Thus we should do as Jesus commanded. John 15:12 “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” Only when you know yourself as unconditionally loved, that is, fully received by God, can you give without need, knowing that all of your needs will be provided for by the One who loves you unconditionally. It is trusting that you do not need to protect your own security that enables you to love as Jesus has commended us, giving ourselves to others in service and care. We gain a new inheritance. Romans 8:16&17 “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together.” Here Paul makes this most amazing of statements as to the experience of the Believer. He applies the unyielding logic of blessing! If we are children, then we are heirs. He offers to us a future beyond life and beyond death. It is the inheritance that we will share with the Lord Jesus Christ who has tasted death, and known resurrection, rising from the tomb in which He was laid, and ascension, being drawn into the presence of the Father and glorification, His welcome to the throne of God. It is not a worldly rule over earthly territory, not a planet to call our own! But the presence of God and of His Christ and that forever! It was, after all, the promise that Jesus Himself made; Luke 12:32 “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is this precious hope that transforms our present life on earth. Yet, Paul reminds us that does not come without suffering. As the kingdom came with the suffering of Jesus, so also we are called to expect and to share in that suffering with Him. Suffering and glory are the twin themes of kingdom inheritance. They bring together the reality of “now” and “not yet,” the tension of a Believer’s life. Those who inherit the kingdom are children and have the inheritance, but not all and not yet. We bear a family likeness, but this too will grow. You must understand that the Fatherhood of God is a privilege belonging to a follower of Jesus Christ and comes from His hand alone and only He has the right of bestowal. Anytime you want to join God’s family you must call upon His Son Jesus Christ. If you have called upon Jesus then I’m happy to know you as a brother or sister and if you have not then I’d like to ask you to think hard on the subject. Remember the choose is yours alone it is your God given right However I pray you will choose to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savoir before it is to late. May god bless and keep you all.

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your giving spirit and the gift of choice. We thank You for Your great love of Your creation and trust in it. Father we know we fall way short of Your wishes and thank You for providing a way for us to once again be part of Your life. We appreciate the wonderful gift of Your son Jesus Christ. We pray that You help each one of us to understand Your will and grant us the ability to do it. Please help us to be loving and giving in the weeks to come. In Jesus name we pray. Amen
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