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July 30th, 2005

The Spiritual Lord   

Thank you for coming today in the name of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. The first thing I’d like to talk about today is Christ's return and how it will be a magnificent presence. The presence of Christ might be best described as like the presence of your dad. I’d like you to take a trip back in time and remember when you were a child and your Mom was having a awful day and you were being a nightmare. She got so frustrated she couldn't deal with you anymore. So she’d say, "When your father gets home, he's gonna tan your hide!" All day long you wait … and wait. Until finally you heard the car pull into the driveway; you’d stare at the door and suddenly it would open and slowly he entered. Dad had arrived and you knew you were in big trouble! That is the meaning of the word presence. That is the kind of presence meant in the first sentence.
"Behold, he is coming with the clouds!" Here John is taken by the Spirit into the future itself. It is as if John were there: he sees the coming Christ. In Scripture "behold!" often signals a sudden awareness of something new. It says in effect, "Look, there he is! The King has now arrived." An awesome presence
But John also sees something else. Christ is coming "with the clouds." At this point John copied Daniel 7:13 "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him." In its original context this verse is actually referring to the praise of Christ at his ascension into heaven. For the next verse reads, 14 "And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be destroyed." Yet John applies this to the second coming of Christ. He does so because the two are intimately related. The exaltation of Christ is the beginning of the coming of Christ. Christ has been coming with the clouds of heaven ever since his ascension nearly 2000 years ago.

The reference to the clouds here is also significant. These are not ordinary cumulus clouds made of H20. These are "the clouds of heaven." Clouds in Scripture are frequently found in descriptions of heaven - the upper register. It is the presence of God's Spirit. When Christ ascended into heaven, this same celestial cloud received him. And when Christ returns, he will come with that very same cloud of divine glory.

This glory-cloud is the Spirit of God. Let me show you this by comparing Christ's transfiguration and his baptism. On the mount of transfiguration, "While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." Matthews 17:5 This is precisely what was said at Jesus' baptism, but a dove replaces the bright cloud on that occasion: 

Matthews 3:16-17 “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

The close parallel between Jesus' baptism and transfiguration warrants the conclusion that the bright overshadowing cloud at the transfiguration was a mirror image of the Spirit. Now recall that the transfiguration was a preview of the second coming of Christ. Six days earlier, Jesus declared, “Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” Matthews 16:28 

Peter, who was one of the three apostles who saw Christ transfigured, later said “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.” 2 Peter 1:16-18.

With all of this in view, then, it is clear that when John speaks of Christ's "coming with the clouds," he is referring to Christ's coming in the glory-cloud, which is the Spirit. Christ's coming is going to be in Spiritual form. 2 Corinthians. 3:17: "Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord [is], there [is] liberty." 

This does not mean that the distinction between the second and third members of the Trinity has been erased. What it does mean is that through his exaltation, Christ has been endowed with the Spirit. His whole being has become glorified, that is, he has become Spiritual, with a capital "S." He has "become a life-giving Spirit" 1 Corinthians. 15:45-47 “And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam [was made] a quickening spirit.46 Howbeit that [was] not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 47The first man [is] of the earth, earthy: the second man [is] the Lord from heaven.”

The coming of Christ is thus the coming of the Spirit as well. This does not make Christ's coming less physical or less real. Christ's coming will be a bodily, and visible appearance. But his human nature has been inflamed, or should I say spiritualized.

Spiritual does not mean non-physical. It means that the mortal, physical body has been transformed through union with God's eternal, immortal Spirit. The body of Christ is no longer an ordinary, mortal body like we have. It is a magnificent body, full of light and radiance, a body that has been endowed with the power of the Spirit. In his first coming, Christ came with a non-endowed body - ordinary, corruptible flesh and blood. “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption." 1 Corinthians 15:50 

The difference between these two comings of Christ is the difference between his humiliation and his exaltation. At his first coming, he entered the world through a woman's birth canal, in a stable housing smelly cattle. At his second coming, he will make a grand entrance as the glorified Spiritual Lord, radiant with the power and glory of our Almighty God. And you thought the presence of Dad was scary! This is the awesome presence of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

So the first thing that this should teach us is that the coming of Christ is the glorious presence of the Spiritual Lord. This event is not to be kept secret. 

That’s why the idea of a twofold coming of Christ - first an invisible, secret coming at the beginning of the tribulation to rapture the church, and then a visible coming in judgment at the end - is not taught in Scripture. Revelation 1:7 “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they [also] which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” 

You must know these three things, first off that the coming of Christ will be glorious, visible, and powerful. It is the arrival, the presence, of the Spirit-endowed, Spirit-glorified Son of Man. 

What we must see here is that the coming of Christ will not simply be a man standing on a cloud. It will be the cosmic, global being of the Spirit-Lord. Every eye shall see him. No one will miss it. For Christ's Spiritual glory will outshine any merely physical light. 

Verse 7 stands right at the beginning of Revelation as a signpost to tell us what the rest of the book is all about. Verse 7 is the theme of the book. According to verse 7, Revelation is all about the sudden, glorious, visible presence of the Spiritual Lord. 

Second there is the dramatic reversal
But there is an additional element as well. The text goes on: "Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even they who pierced him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of him." The additional point here is that Revelation is not just about the presence, it is about the presence of Christ in judgment. The mourning of the world is a mourning that arises because divine judgment has been unleashed - divine judgment on account of the world's rejection of Christ. 

To make this point John again appeals to the Old Testament. We already saw that he refer to Daniel 7:13, but he also weaves in a quotation from Zechariah 12:10-12 “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for [his] only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for [his] firstborn. 11 In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.  12 And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; “ 

These two texts Daniel 7:13 and Zechariah 12:10 seem to have been used together in connection with Christ's coming in the early Christian tradition long before Revelation was written. For example, Jesus himself spliced these two verses together with reference to his second coming. Jesus says in Matthew 24:30 "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

What is interesting about this conjunction of Daniel 7 and Zechariah 12 is that the original context of Zechariah 12 does not seem to fit with the context of Daniel 7. In Zechariah 12 we are told that the Spirit will be poured out upon the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, resulting in their mourning and repentance for crucifying Christ. Zechariah 12 seems to be referring to Pentecost. The outpouring of the Spirit demands this. The reference to Israel looking on the one they pierced and mourning for him seems to have been fulfilled (at least in part) in the repentance of the Jews in response to Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:37-39 “Now when they heard [this], they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, [even] as many as the Lord our God shall call.”   
So why does Jesus in Matt. 24:30 and John in Revelation 1:7 connect this text with Daniel 7 and apply it to the second coming of Christ? Does this text teach a "second chance" theology - a final opportunity for repentance when Christ returns?

I do not believe that it does. First of all, the pouring out of the Spirit mentioned in Zechariah 12:10 need not be applied exclusively to Pentecost, although that is certainly in view. There are actually two comings of the Spirit, just as there are two comings of Christ. The first pouring out of the Spirit at Pentecost occurred at the climax of Christ's first coming, as the outpouring of the gift that Christ had earned for his people. It was the gift of eternal life, of heaven, for the redeemed. It was the down payment of the inheritance. Ephesians 1:13&14 “In whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”
But the second outpouring of the Spirit will be at the second coming of Christ. Just as the first coming resulted in a mighty shower of the Spirit's intensification of blessing, so the second coming will be a mighty shower of the Spirit's intensification of judgment upon the unrepentant. 

I ask you to recall the teaching of John the Baptist. Matthew 3:11&12 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire: 12 Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

This coming of the Spirit in judgment is what is in view in our text. This is implied in our text when it speaks of Christ coming with the clouds. The clouds, you recall, refer to the Spirit. It is the coming of the Spiritual Lord in judgment.

Then again, Zechariah 12:10 needs to be translated more carefully. "The Spirit of grace and supplication" should actually be "the Spirit of pleading for grace." When Christ returns, the unbelieving world will not be given the Spirit of grace, but rather the Spirit of pleading for grace. But there will be no more grace for them. Recall later when the wicked see the sky receding as a scroll at the presence of Christ. Revelation 6:14-17 “And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”
They are so afraid at one point that they even give glory to God Revelation 11:13 “And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.” We also find this in 1 Peter 2:12 “Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by [your] good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.”, although they do not have true repentance leading to salvation Revelation 9:20&21 “And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.” and 16:9 “And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.”
Furthermore, in Zechariah 12 the mourning of Israel is not necessarily a mourning of true repentance. The text does not clearly identify whether they are mourning because they are truly repenting of the crucifying Christ and are now trusting in him for salvation. 

In reality, the text can be taken either way. It is unclear. Thus, the correct interpretation of Zechariah 12 is to see a two-fold fulfillment. Remember that the prophets were not given temporary omniscience when they prophesied. When they looked ahead to "the day of the LORD" they saw the whole complex of Christ's first and second coming as one event. The sufferings of the Messiah, the giving of the Spirit, the Day of Judgment, and the new heavens and earth all appeared from their perspective to be simultaneous events. In this respect Zechariah 12:10 is like Joel 2:28-32 “And it shall come to pass afterward, [that] I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. 32 And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.”  Note the similar language of the outpouring of the Spirit. Joel 2 is fulfilled partly at Pentecost as Peter says in Acts 2:16 and partly at the presence. Joel not only predicts an outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, but also an outpouring of the Spirit when the sun is turned into darkness and the moon into blood at the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD, things Jesus said would occur at his second coming Matthew 24:29). In the same way, Zechariah 12 is fulfilled partly at Pentecost and partly at the presence. 

Fascinatingly enough, this means that the Spirit will be poured out on all flesh at the presence, not in blessing but in judgment. This is not surprising. The very first presence in the Bible was the coming of the Spirit. Adam and Eve "heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the Spirit of the day." Your translations say "cool of the day," but in Hebrew it literally says, "the Spirit of the day," that is, the Spirit of the day of the LORD. The coming of God in great power and glory for judgment always involves the coming of the Spirit. As our text says, every eye will see Christ coming with the glory-cloud of the Spirit. For it is the coming of the Spirit-endowed Lord of glory.

What a dramatic reversal! The one whom they judged and crucified is now coming to judge them. Jesus warned his judges that this would happen. "It is as you say," he said to the Sanhedrin as it sat in judgment upon him. " Matthew 26:64 “Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven." 

At his first coming, the Jews, the high priests and the Roman officials, the whole unbelieving world stood in judgment over Christ, condemning him. At his second coming, Christ stands in judgment over the world.

"Even those who pierced him" cannot be taken literally as if it referred only to those who physically crucified Christ. All who have rejected Christ have pierced him. "All the tribes of the earth" are included here. They passed judgment upon Christ; Christ now passes judgment upon them. What an incredible reversal! Psalms 2:4 “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.” 

The prophet Isaiah looked ahead to the reversal of the Messiah's fortunes. He prophesied in Isaiah 52:13-15 “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 14  As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: 15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for [that] which had not been told them shall they see; and [that] which they had not heard shall they consider.”  
At his second coming Christ shall cause the nations to leap in amazement, he will startle those who had not believed in him. Until then unbelievers have paid no attention to Christ, because his first arrival was characterized by such humiliation. His countenance was marred more than any man. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief - a despicable and undesirable outcast. Thus the world despised and rejected him. But now, behold! He is coming with the clouds! Look, the slain Lamb is exalted on high as the Lion of the tribe of Judah. "Every eye shall see him, even they who pierced him, and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn because of him."

We will soon see what was told to the Philippians 2:10&11 “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth; 11 And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” - Willingly or not. For Christ will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh that they might confess the Lordship of him whom was pierced.

We do not have enough time to consider verse 8 in depth, but we have already touched on it, since it contains the same divine name mentioned in the salutation ("the One who is and who was and who is to come"), although it adds "I am the Alpha and the Omega … the Almighty." The point is that the coming of Christ is the coming of God. In Christ God reasserts his sovereignty over a rebellious world. 

We have concluded our study of the prologue. In this final section of the prologue, John tells us ahead of time that the theme of this apocalypse is the presence of Christ in judgment. It will not be a quiet or peaceful event, but a cosmic event of astounding proportions. The sky will be rolled up like a scroll. Men's hearts will fail them for fear. But for you and me, who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb, it will be a time of great joy. For as we read at the very end of verse 7, the church shall say with one voice, "Even so, Amen … Come, Lord Jesus" 

Revelation 1:7 “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they [also] which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.” And  22: 20&21 “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [be] with you all. Amen.” 
I truly hope this has touched your hearts and makes you wonder about your stance with our Lord Jesus Christ. For it is not up to man to judge you but Jesus Himself. 

Let’s close with a prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the privilege of diving into your word again today. We also ask that you help each and everyone here on earth to call on your Son Jesus Christ before it is to late. We understand that it is not for us to know the time or season of His magnificence arrival, so we just ask for your help in living the life you would want us to. Strengthen us; fill us with your Holy Spirit so we can withstand all the enemy will send our way. And rise to all occasions that might bring more home to you.

For give us all of our shortcomings as we forgive others. Thank you Jesus for teaching us the important of forgiving. 

In Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen
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