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Beloved, I would like to talk to you today about temptation. One must realize that when they come to serve God they must prepare their souls for temptations. Because it is an infallible truth that no one is exempt from temptation when they have truly resolved to serve God. And not just the type you find from drugs, gossip or someone else’s bed. I’m talking about the temptation of the soul.  The kind that slowly moves stealthily upon you without you even knowing it, but God knows. You see God is that little voice inside that says don’t give in, don’t give up, be gone temptation. He knows it’s hard. That’s why He stands beside you softly saying “lean on me.” He knows you’re temped. That’s why He says grab onto Me and together we will rise above.

You see part of the purpose of worship is to remind ourselves over and over again who we are. We do not come together for the latest gossip or entertainment; we are here to worship God. We are expected by God to welcome everyone, no matter how they look, And as Believers we are asked to listen to the word in scripture, in prayer, in song, in the spirit, and in the sermon then we are to think about it and respond.

Therefore let’s open our bibles and read Mark 1:14 “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,”

However before Jesus began preaching the Gospel of God, He was moved by the Spirit of God to retreat alone into the desert for an extended period of self-examination. He was about to put His very life at risk for the sake of the Gospel of God. He was empowered by God to carry out His ministry but, in His humanity, He had to deal with the question of how to use that power. Through forty days and forty nights of prayer and fasting, Jesus entered into a profound experience of the Presence of God. At the same time, He was drawn into a deep experience of Satan, grandmaster of the misuses of power. Think about this. Three times, not once or twice but three times the devil tempted Jesus to use His power as the Son of God for His own purposes. You can’t possibly imagine just how hard that must have been? 

One of the blessings of having Jesus as our Savior is His ability to comfort and aid those who are tempted. This is because He too was tempted. We find that in Hebrews 2:18 “For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.”

He is compassionate, and can provide mercy and grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16 “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast [our] profession.  15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin.  16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 

You know one of His greatest periods of temptation was at the beginning of

His public ministry, which was immediately following His baptism by John, Matthew 3:13-17 “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer [it to be so] now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  
and just prior to the starting of His preaching ministry. Matthew 4:12-17 “Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; 13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, [by] the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Now studying the temptation of Jesus can be fruitful for many reasons. It reminds us that Jesus can understand our own temptations and it reveals how we can be more successful in overcoming temptation.

We all are tempted in one way or another and it is not always easy to turn away from it, however in those times we must turn to God. He will provide the strength when we need it.

Dear brothers and sisters you must understand that God never promised us a perfect life. He is reserving that for the here after. However while we here on this earth there’s some things we just have to work for, it could be a job, a church or maybe a community, and it could even be a marriage, but the good news is that He gave us two secret things to help us to succeed, HOPE and LOVE. Hope, well that’s all a pray is. Love, well loving is giving pure and simple, although in love there is also forgiveness and forgiveness belongs to everyone. It is a right, just like the right to breath or eat or even to fall in love. However some times we forget to show our love to the ones closest to us, the one’s nearest and dearest to us those are the ones we forget to cherish yet the miracle is, that when we love some one we are really loving God so look in wonder at the ones you love for they are the face of God. When the path is dark and the road bends we will let the Lord show us the way for He will give us the heart to continue on in the right way. So you see brothers and sisters today I feel truly blessed. Blessed in love, blessed in hope and blessed with the belief that I can make a difference. All of us can make a difference as long as we do it in the name of Jesus Christ. We can spread His word. Jesus’ name, we can help the poor and we can have love for our fellow man, so let us begin again. Let us go forward. Forward in Hope, forward in love and forward into the new days of our lifes. So raise your voices to the Lord in Praise for all He has done and let nothing ever separate you from His love.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We have gathered here to thank you in one voice for the love and understanding you have for Your creation. We also come asking you to strengthen us in the face of temptation. Help us listen to your voice within us. We thank you for all the blessings you have graciously bestowed on each and every one of us. Father the following pray comes to mind upon talking about temptation. Matthew 6:9-13 “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven.  11 Give us this day our daily bread.  12 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.” In Jesus’ name we pray Amen.

Now I would like to thank each and everyone of you for coming and joining me in the worship in God’s name. Please come again next week.
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