Sermon 96






Oct. 1, 2005

The Feasts of the Lord.

The Feasts and holy days of God are called, in Hebrew,  HaMoyadim pronounced, ha mow ya dimm, the appointed times. 

Genesis 1:14 “And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:" 

This is where the calendar is started and the word ‘seasons’ means the "appointed times" (HaMoyadim). 

God has an appointment calendar just like any successful business person. 

There are only 70 specially appointed times for holy days called "HaMoyadim" (the appointed times) in a year, as defined by Leviticus 23: 

1. 52 Sabbaths 

2. 7 days of Pesach/Passover (encompassing Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread and Feast of First Fruits) 

3. 1 day for Hag Ha Shavuot (Feast of Pentecost) 

4. 1 day for Yom Teruah (Feast of Trumpets, which is concurrent with Rosh Hashanah ... this and other things will be explained in detail as we study each feast) 

5. 1 day for Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 

6. 7 days for Sukkot (Feast of Booths/Tabernacle) 

7. 1 day for Shmini Atzeret (Eighth Day of Assembly) 
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These are times when Elohim, the God of the Universe, has requested we meet with Him and times that He meets with us. That is not to say we cannot enjoy be in touch with God at any time we approach Him in faith, believing that Blood of  Jesus has given us access. All it means is that God has a planned time to meet with us and He dictated the dates and proper observation to Moses on Mount Sinai. His instructions are recorded in Leviticus chapter 23.

Let me ask you this. Would you neglect an appointment with God who has scheduled you in on His calendar? We should be grateful to our Creator for having recognized our tendency to forget and provided us with an appointment calendar to jog our memory, don’t you think? 

Well the festivals of the Lord found in Leviticus 23 were given to us by God so His people could understand the coming of the Messiah, Jesus  and the role that Jesus would play in redeeming and restoring both man and the earth back to God, following the fall of man in the Garden of Eden.

Although most Believers have heard of the Feasts, the deep meaning and the importance of these Feasts are for the most part not understood. You may be wondering, ‘Why should I keep the Biblical feasts? Aren’t they just Old Testament observances meant for ancient Israel?’ Hardly. 

The annual Feasts of God are the very command of a righteous Father to His people in All generations. I have had people ask me, "Why do you teach that we must keep the Old Testament Feasts? Weren't they done away with along with the rest of the laws like sacrifices, tithing and other rituals?" 

I must admit that question does come up quit a bit. However, many have the mistaken belief that what is found in the Old Testament is old and dead or just faded away. This common misunderstanding completely loses sight of the Covenant God made with Israel-and still makes with His people, today's spiritual Israel. The Old Testament's promises and expectations are a part of the overall plan of God, as are those of the New Testament. Yet, I say to you now Beloved, there are not two different and separate religious requirements,: one for Jews and the other for us. Scripture tells us in John 10:35, "...Scripture cannot be broken" 

The Feasts, are not just found in the Old Testament but in the New as well. We’ll talk more on that in a moment. As a matter of fact several false assumptions are commonly drawn about the Feast Days:

1.The Feasts were only for ancient Israel.

2.The Feasts are a part of an old, dead ritualistic law.

3.The Feasts were nailed to the torture stake along with all the other laws Jesus abolished.

Before you decide to believe any of those assumptions, let’s look at each of those claims one at a time. 

First off (Whose Feasts are they?)

Nearly two months before the Old Covenant was sanctioned and before he climb up Mount Sinai to receive the law from God, Moses was instructed about Passover and the first Feast, Unleavened Bread. God told Him, "And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever." Exodus 12:14.

First of all we learn that it is a Feast "to God," Later in Leviticus, a book that details each of the seven annual Feast observances, God commands Moses, "Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, [Concerning] the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim [to be] holy convocations, [even] these [are] my feasts." Leviticus 23:2.

He leaves us with NO doubt as to whom these observances belong. They are God's, not Israel's and not Feasts just for Jews.

Yet one may wonder whether all the Feasts are God's or just some of them, He details each one for us in Leviticus 23:5-43 “In the fourteenth [day] of the first month at even [is] the LORD'S passover. 6  And on the fifteenth day of the same month [is] the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 7 In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 8 But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day [is] an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work [therein]. 9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: 11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD. 13 And the meat offering thereof [shall be] two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD [for] a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof [shall be] of wine, the fourth [part] of an hin. 14 And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: [it shall be] a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: 16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD. 17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; [they are] the firstfruits unto the LORD. 18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be [for] a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, [even] an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD. 19 Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits [for] a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, [that] it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work [therein: it shall be] a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations. 22 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I [am] the LORD your God. 23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first [day] of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 25 Ye shall do no servile work [therein]: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 26 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 27 Also on the tenth [day] of this seventh month [there shall be] a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 28 And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it [is] a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God. 29 For whatsoever soul [it be] that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people. 30 And whatsoever soul [it be] that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his people. 31 Ye shall do no manner of work: [it shall be] a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 32 It [shall be] unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth [day] of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 33 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 34 peak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month [shall be] the feast of tabernacles [for] seven days unto the LORD. 35 On the first day [shall be] an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work [therein]. 36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it [is] a solemn assembly; [and] ye shall do no servile work [therein]. 37 These [are] the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim [to be] holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day: 38 Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD. 39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day [shall be] a sabbath, and on the eighth day [shall be] a sabbath. 40 And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. 41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. [It shall be] a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths: 43 That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I [am] the LORD your God.” 
But carefully note how He prefaces the feasts He is about to list Leviticus 23:4 "These [are] the feasts of the LORD, [even] holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons.” So you see all the Feasts belong to God.

At the end of the chapter, after God finished detailing each of the seven observances, we read, Leviticus 23:44 "And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD. "
It didn't matter whether you were an Israelite or a stranger, you were required to observe these days. What did God say about the first of the Feasts, Unleavened Bread: For the answer we turn to Exodus 12:19 "Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land." 
These special annual times belong to God and are given to those who seek to know Him and take hold of His promise, no matter which they are. We'll now look at the next common argument.

Ritual or Spiritual Law?

A friend of mine once asked "Do you mean you keep the ritual law that leads to so much bondage?" concerning Feast observance. The mistaken assumption many make is in thinking that all law in scripture is the same. It is not. In fact, we find five different kinds of law in Scriptures:

• Spiritual law

• Commercial-civil law

• Ceremonial-ritual-sacrificial law

• Judicial-criminal law

• Natural law

The Feasts fall into the category of spiritual law, just as the Ten Commandments, which also are judicial. They reveal the spiritual attributes of God and they transform us spiritually to be more like Jesus when we observe them.

The change in the law that many mistakenly believe refers to the spiritual and moral law came about in the ceremonial-ritual-sacrificial law. Hebrews 9:9-12 speaks of that change:

"Which [was] a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;  10 [Which stood] only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed [on them] until the time of reformation.  11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;  12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption [for us]."

These ritualistic ordinances had been added to the law obligation because of Israel's continued transgressions Galatians 3:19 “Wherefore then [serveth] the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; [and it was] ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.”  It was imperative that Israel learn the important lesson that sin is a serious thing that separates us from God and requires blood shedding for atonement.

Now we rely on the Savior as the ultimate sacrifice, and who now intercedes for us as our High Priest. His blood and not the blood of bulls and goats is the only effective antidote to counteract and blot out sin.

This is the change in the law that the Bible speaks of.

We find nothing here or anywhere else in the Scriptures about a change in our responsibility to keep the spiritual law, meaning either the Ten Commandments or the Feast days. That is because neither the Commandments nor these annual observances are part of the ceremonial-ritual-sacrificial law that was changed with the coming of Jesus and the institution of another priesthood (Melchizedek).

 Let’s see if we can nail down the change Some of you might be thinking "But doesn't Colossians 2:14 say that all of God's laws, including the Feasts, were nailed to the stake when Jesus died?" First let’s read the main verse in question: Colossians 2:14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;”
Here we find that the ordinances that were nailed to the tree were "against us." Is God's law against us? I feel we need to read Roman 7:12 “Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” 

I would have to say it does not sound like it is against us, however if the law is against us, why does 1 John 5:3 say, "For this is the love of Elohim, that we keep His commandments: and His commandments are not grievous"?

In fact, any law, is intended for the good of the people. The commandments sure are, and so are the Feasts.

Therefore, in Colossians 2:14 the "ordinances" that Paul mentions are dogma and mean man-made rules that the Jews imposed. They are mentioned a few verses Colossians2:21&22  " (Touch not; taste not; handle not; 22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?" 

An example of these man-made doctrine in operation is in Mark where the Pharisees accused Jesus of breaking their traditional ordinances: Mark 7:5, " Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?"
Scriptures tell us that w e shall have feasts Now and Forever

Had Jesus or the decuples told us that under the New Covenant we don't need to observe the seven annual Feasts, then we would not have to bother. However in reality, no one in the New Testament said anything like that as a matter of fact let’s see what Jesus said in Matthews 5:17&18 “Think not that I am come to destroy the law/torah, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.   For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

As it stands we find numerous passages in the New Testament where people intended to keep them, were keeping them, and would keep them in the coming Kingdom. And these included Jesus Himself. Here are some:

The Savior's parents were in the act of keeping Passover and Unleavened Bread.  Luke 2:42 “And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast." 
Jesus went to Jerusalem probably to keep Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread. John 5:1 "After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem." 
Jesus was to become the Passover sacrifice. Matthew 26:2 "Ye know that after two days is [the feast of] the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified." 
Jesus always was planning to keep the Passover Matthew 26:17 "Now the first [day] of the [feast of] unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?" 

Here’s proof that Jesus kept this fall Feast. John 7:2, 10, 14 " Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was at hand. 10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.  14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught." 

Non-Jews observed Passover. John 12:20 " And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast:" 
Paul spoke after the Jesus’ resurrection about his intentions to observe the Feast. Acts 18:21 "But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus." 
Paul is telling us to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread with a new emphasis. 1Corinthians 5:8 "Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened [bread] of sincerity and truth.”
Also our Savior’s statement promises that He would observe Passover in the Kingdom with the faithful. Matthew 26:29 "But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”
Considering God's many commandments to keep His Feasts, as well as disciples doing just that, what hinders us from fulfilling righteousness as well? Clearly the only holidays in the Bible are those kept by Israel and by the Apostles and our Savior as well. All else is man-made.

In His instructions to Moses and Israel detailing the Passover and Feast that follows, God made it crystal clear that this was not a one-time ordeal. Nor was it just for Israel at that time. God thundered, "And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever." Exodus 12:14
No fewer than four times in Leviticus 23, after mentioning the various Feasts, God declares the Feasts "a statute forever. Let me ask you this, "If these days were important only in the lives of ancient Israelites, then why do we find them prominent in prophecy of the coming Kingdom? Isaiah deals with the Jesus’ Kingdom. We find there that when His Kingdom comes to earth, everyone will come to keep God's appointed times: Isaiah 66:23 "And it shall come to pass, [that] from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD." 

And what if they refuse, as many do today? Zechariah 14:16-18" And it shall come to pass, [that] every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.  17 And it shall be, [that] whoso will not come up of [all] the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that [have] no [rain]; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles." 

We've already read where Jesus the Messiah promised to keep Passover in the Kingdom with His disciples in Matthew 26:29, Mark 14:25, Luke 22:18, 30. Does it make any sense that God would command these Feasts forever, and enforce them in the future Kingdom on pain of plague, and not have them binding today?

If you desire a deeper understanding of our Holy God in a greater way than you do today, then the Feasts will reveal to you the deeper things.

The Feast days hold a wealth of lessons and they unlock important truth. They also are keys to prophetic events as they explain the plan and purpose of the Savior’s coming and His role as our King. It is time for all people everywhere to be obedient to what God established for the good of His people. Get in line with the annual Feasts of God and your understanding will multiply many times over.

His Feasts were just as much a part of His law as the Ten Commandments. Let us be like the Apostle Paul, who said, "I must by all means keep this feast."

I pray each and everyone of you will think is matter through and come into alignment with the Lord’s feasts.

Dear Heavenly Father, we come before you and ask that you enlighten us. Open our hearts and minds to Your will Father this we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen

Well, my brothers and sisters I have enjoyed my time with you and hope to share many more hours together with the Lord and scripture as our guide.

God Bless!

