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Angels

Today I want to talk about angels. Beings that some think do not exist and for that reason we are going to scripture to find out for sure.

Four hundred years of silence had passed since Malachi had delivered his last message, announcing the coming day of the Lord. For four hundred years God did not speak as He had spoken before, nor had angels been spoken of. Yet angels have had a part in human affairs since before the creation, for angels were agents of God in the creation itself. Throughout the Old and the New Testaments they are involved in God's plans for the world. There are many references to angels in the Scripture, 185 times in the Old Testament and 165 times in the New Testament. At important points in the history of God's purposes angels are involved. The word "angel" means simply "a messenger," and they are presented as bearers of God's words and obeying His commands. They closed the Garden of Eden, protected Lot, and saved Hagar. They communicated the Law to Moses and led the people of God through the desert. They announced births and callings as well as assisted the prophets. 

As an aged priest performed his holy and lonely service in the Temple, the silence of four hundred years was broken. As Zechariah performed his sacred work, an angel from the throne of God announced the coming birth of one who was to go in person before the Lord of Glory. Zechariah was not only given the promise that his aged wife would bear a son, whose name was to be John, but that John would be doing God’s work. Luke 1:13-17 “But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 15  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
A few months later a still greater message was given to Gabriel. The same Gabriel who was made to fly swiftly six centuries before to announce exactly when Christ should suffer, Daniel 9:24-27 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 25  Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince [shall be] seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
is now sent from the heavenly court to the poor little city of Nazareth. There dwelt the Virgin who, as Isaiah predicted, should bring forth a son, whose name should be Immanuel. 

The same Gabriel later came to Mary and also spoke to her. His first words were, "Fear not," as indeed they had been to Zechariah and also were to be to the shepherds on the hills outside of Bethlehem. Then he proceeds to inform Mary of the fact of her destiny in the plan of God, that she has been chosen to bear a child: 

Luke 1:31-33 "And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

When he answered Mary's question as how this was to take place, he said: 

Luke 1:35 “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”
 As he uttered these words, Gabriel himself must have spoken with a holy awe and reverence. The name Gabriel means " the mighty one." Mighty though he was, and privileged though he had been to bear God's answer to Daniel's petition, and though he with all the angels had been witnesses when the revered God formed man out of the dust of the earth, no greater wonder ever occurred than when the Highest promised to overshadow the Virgin and to unite Himself with that body. Here is the greatest wonder and mystery of all! 

Angels continued to direct human actions, for an angel spoke to Joseph in a dream and reassured him. Angels spoke to shepherds to direct them to witness and adore the baby Jesus' birth. Later angels spoke again to Joseph, leading him to Egypt away from the cruelty of Herod, and later led Joseph and the family back to Nazareth. The place of angels in the records of the birth of Jesus teach us many things. 

They remind us of the reverence we owe to Jesus. 

Angels are very prominent in the gospel story. The angel Gabriel announced the birth of the forerunner, John the Baptist, and that of Jesus Himself. Angels sang praises at the birth of Christ: "Glory to God in the Highest." 

They served Jesus after His temptations in the desert Matthew 4:11 “Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.”  

They strengthened Him in His agony in the garden, when they could have saved Him from His enemies. Luke 22:43 “And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.” 

It was angels who proclaimed His resurrection Matthew 28:2&3 “And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:” 
They will also be present with Him at His return Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.”
We should not expect it to be otherwise. He who had created the angels, whom they worshipped as Lord, He who would after His life on earth return in His glorified humanity to heaven to receive again a place that was higher than any angel, was now on earth and placed Himself, a little lower than the angels. It is natural that they should be present and should be seen. Indeed, the whole ministry of Jesus is attended by angels. 

When anyone tries to teach you that angels as simply mythical creations, you should tell them that Our Lord Jesus Himself taught the reality of angels. As He answered a question on the nature of relationships in eternity, Luke 20:35&36 “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.” 

If there were no such things as angels, then the words of Jesus would make no sense! Yet He came from heaven and knows angels and what they are for, and they know and reverence Him. 

They remind us of the mystery and awe which is appropriate when we deal with holy things. 

On each of the occasions that an angel speaks to a person in birth narratives, their first words are words of reassurance; "be not afraid." The reason for this is that there is a natural fear that touches the soul of any man or woman when we deal with holy things. We cannot deal with holy things lightly. When Zechariah refused to believe the message of the angel, Gabriel reminded him that: " I am Gabriel who stands in the presence of God, and I was sent to you." 

Angels do the will of God and bear from the throne of God messages for His people. They command reverence for they are agents of judgment. Zechariah had his tongue silenced for his disbelief. When Jesus spoke in a parable about the end of the age, He made clear that there would be a judgment and that "the reapers are the angels." We find that in Matthew 13:39 “The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.”
As we stand before the sacred emblems of our faith, we are reminded of the fact that we deal with holy things, and that those in the early church who ate and drank without discerning the body ate and drank judgment on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:29 “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.”
I feel that when we think about what glorious beings the angels are we should remember that they are nothing more then creatures of, and servants to God. Upon realizing that with what reverence should we conduct ourselves in our speaking to the Divine Majesty, before whom the angels themselves hide their faces. If they are conscious of their imperfection, compared to the infinitely glorious God, how should we hands full of dirt, vile sinners, blush and be ashamed in His presence, imagining no confidence in ourselves, but what is founded on the mercies of God and the merits of our blessed Redeemer and Advocate, Jesus Christ. 

In an age which has been so influenced by a rationalism that imagines we can explain all of creation and understand all of reality, the presence of angels at the birth of Jesus reminds us that we do not understand things at all. The spiritual is real and mysterious. Indeed no greater mystery exists than the Living form of God in Christ. He who had no need, took mortal flesh for the sake of our redemption. That is the mystery of pure love. 

There has never been a time when the people of God have needed a vision of the unseen things and believing anticipation in them as in our own days. The playthings of the dust are made more and more attractive by the god of this age to blind the eyes of our world. We who love Christ know the same power of the intrusiveness of this world so that faith's vision becomes blinded through the materialism of our times. 

In the Scripture the angels tell of the glory of Christ but are never preachers of the gospel. 

"Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace to men of goodwill." 

That task is restricted to those who have experienced the wonder of redemption. The angels that serve God have never sinned and have no experience of salvation; therefore they cannot preach a gospel that they have never experienced. They can, however, rejoice in the work of redemption. We see this in Luke 15:10 “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 

They can glory in the accomplished work of Christ. 

But the ministry of angels is more than simply to sing the praises of God. It is also to minister in temporal things to the people of God. Angels do not minister spiritual things in a believer, for that is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Yet in a world that remains opposed to God, where dangers and pitfalls abound, they protect God's faithful. 

Someone once wrote, "The angels are the disposers and administrators of the Divine benevolence towards us; they regard our safety, undertake our defense, direct our ways and exercise a constant solicitude that no evil should befall us." 

Evidence of this is found in the Scripture when Paul was speaking to sailors before the shipwreck. He assured them of their safety if they would but listen to him: Acts 27:23-25 “For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.” 
In the experiences of many missionaries you will hear of how they have been saved because of the intervention of mysterious warriors whose presence has deterred those who try evil.

However the choice is still yours to make. You can either believe scripture or you can choose to believe mans lies saying that there are no angels. The choice is yours however I would do a lot of soul searching before making a decision.

Angels are as real as you or I.

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

You have used Your holy angels through out time and now You have decided to keep them from our sight. However we know that what ever You choose to do is for our own good. And through scripture we know that You have angels that You send down to straighten out our mess-ups and all we are asking today is that You open our hearts and minds to Your truths so none of us get left behind without the knowledge of Your mercies. Help us all to have a Christ like heart, Father that we too may someday stand and rejoice with the angels. In Jesus’ holy name we pray.

