Sermon 102





November 12th, 2005
Anger 

Usually we are not at all dismayed at the same time, yet we do sometimes flare up violently when we happen to get irritated or annoyed. For instance, our children can irritate us when they are disobedience; we almost think it is natural for us to shout at them. However when we do that we are using false standards, standards that God does not accept. God's standard is different and it is the only one that is valid. We will be judged according to it. It is the standard that Jesus gives us. In the Sermon on the Mount He speaks about being angry with our brother. He tells us what will happen, if we insult our brother or even say to him, "You fool!" Matthew 5:22 “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”. None of us would think-that this is a serious sin. Yet Jesus pronounces a frightful judgment over such intense behavior. He includes angry people with murderers, and a terrible punishment will await them. And we know that anger can really kill in a figurative sense. Children, and even adults, who have been victims of a constant barrage of angry remarks often have deep scars in their souls; it is as though something there has been put to death.

God's judgment will come down in a frightful way upon those who continue in being angry. Jesus said that those who fling angry insults at their neighbors will find their eternal place in the fire of hell, if they do not repent of their anger Matthew 5:22 “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” Jesus tells us clearly and unmistakably: Just as the meek belong to Him, the angry belong to Satan and his kingdom of darkness. Therefore, no matter what the cost, we must be freed from anger, from flaring up and being violent.

We must not fall into Satan's traps. We know his tricks. Satan tries to convince us that we have to shout at people every once in a while just as Jesus did when He drove the moneychangers out of the temple. But when he tries this trick, we need to say: "Get behind me, Satan, you blasphemer!" Jesus was never a sinner like us. He is the Holy One of God, filled with the spirit of love, and He was only acting out of the anguish of love when He saw the sacred temple being desecrated by sin. He was angry, because He wanted to save; His anger was a reaction of His love. Can you say that about your anger all of the time?

Now what we really need to know is what our heart is like. It is a den of robbers. Evil thoughts come out of it. Matthew 15:19 “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:” 
It is like a cup of poison. If we think we are helping others to get straight, by shouting at them angrily, we are handing them a deadly drink. Our good intentions are mixed with bitterness and indignation. Can there be anything good or loving behind our angry, heated words when all this is resting in our hearts? What liars and hypocrites we are, if we pretend that we just want to help the other person get back on the right path by giving him a piece of our mind. In truth we usually just want to vent our annoyance and anger. All this is because of Satan’s poison; it cannot help others or free them. It will only make them more set in their evil ways.

Satan's poison of flaring up out of anger has to be removed from our hearts and lives, if we truly want to be free from Satan's power. And whoever fights a battle of faith in hatred against this sin will be freed from it, for Jesus has come to destroy the works of the devil. Should He not also conquer this devilish anger within us? Did not God make Moses, who killed the Egyptian in great forcefulness, more meek than all other men on the earth? Numbers 12:3 “(Now the man Moses [was] very meek, above all the men which [were] upon the face of the earth.)”

We have to make an "about-face", declare war on our anger and choose the way of Jesus. 1 Peter 2:20-23 " For what glory [is it], if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer [for it], ye take it patiently, this [is] acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed [himself] to him that judgeth righteously:” So as you can see you should follow in his steps, for when he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten. In our mind let us picture Jesus, who says, "I am meek" Matthew 11: 29 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Jesus, the Lamb of God, filled with gentleness, patience and meekness is the picture of love that overcomes all! And to this image He has redeemed us. We should reflect this love, which wins other people, which is the opposite of anger and violence. It is gentleness and mildness which has great power and thaws out hard hearts like a spring wind.

This way of meekness leads us to heaven. The meek are called blessed. The way of the angry leads to hell. We can choose if we want to follow the way of the Lamb, Jesus, and the Captain of our salvation. Hebrews 2:10 “For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”
He will proceed us and we will tread in His footsteps. That means in practice: If we are upset and annoyed about something, we should not go to the other person immediately to vent our anger. Wait and pray first. Perhaps instead of hitting him with an outburst, we might just write down a few lines on paper. We must never let the sun go down upon our anger, but humble ourselves before God and if necessary also before the people against whom we were angry. God will bless such steps taken in obedience and will remold us into gentler people.

Do you not believe that it is possible for god to make us gentle and meek? Jesus has paid the ransom price and broken the power of Satan and sin so that we no longer have to serve this sin of anger. We have truly been redeemed from the futile ways inherited from our fathers. We find this in 1 Peter 1:18&19 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, [as] silver and gold, from your vain conversation [received] by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” The disposition of our fathers-like forcefulness and anger-which we have inherited, can no longer rule over us. This sin has been nailed to His cross and our inheritance is the new disposition, the image of God. In Christ we are a new creation, redeemed to the image of the Lamb, who was meek and humble-this we must claim in faith.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the gift of your son and ask that you mold us in His imagine. We thank you for all your many blessings this week and ask that you fill us with the Holy Ghost that we may better understand your word and desire for us. These things we ask and thank you for in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen
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