Dec.25th 2005

“The Best Response to Christmas”

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for the day and the ability to once again come and reason through your word. Thank you for Your many blessings and most of all the precious gift of Your Son. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

I’d like you to follow along as I read John 1:10-14 “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, Ievenl to them that believe on his name: 13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”

During this Christmas Season I have looked at the various responses to Christmas, both good and bad.

Today I’d like to focus on the most appropriate response of all, which is Faith.

In our text we will see that there are two contrasting responses listed which are those that received Him and those that received Him not. These two reactions bring to mind two questions:
First off why is it that some do not respond to Christ? Why would anyone not receive the one who came to deliver him or her from sin? I think it might have to do with at least one of the following three reasons:

First is indifference, or preoccupation. There are some people who don’t receive Christ simply because they don’t take notice of Him. Even at this time of the year, “Christmas” it is possible to be so preoccupied that you miss the one who is supposed to be the focus of the celebration, and I don’t mean Santa Clause. Please read the following letter from an unknown author suggesting what Jesus might write to the Father.

Dear Father,

As you know, I am celebrating my Birthday with the host who invited me this year. I rejoiced at the opportunity and looked forward to spending the Holidays with them. However, these people are really quite strange. You see they really have not paid much attention to me since my arrival. There is much talk about a fellow they call Santa Clause though. Fascinatingly enough, at their parades and parties in which they say is in honor ofme, guess whom they feature as the Guest of Honor? You got it that Santa fellow! Can you believe it? And for most of the past few weeks all I have heard is “If you don’t be good Santa won’t bring you anything.” or “What is Santa bringing you for Christmas?” I’ve seen so many pictures and figures of Santa on housetops, doors, sweatshirts, cards and etc. It makes me wonder whom they really love. All things considered, it seems more of a party about Santa than about me. And there is this big emphasis on presents! Not on my “presence” mind you, but material things for their family and friends. Considering how much some of them spend on the material things, it would appear that we don’t rank very high in comparison. Some of them will spend more time and effort on Christmas than they give us all year. What really saddens me is that so many will “celebrate” Christmas and never know I’m here. Oh yes they might mention me, but not know me. Bow their heads, but not worship and give hut not love. They even pray yet not believe. They relax in their homes, but not rest in your hands and they also gather around their live trees, but never gather around the tree of life. In fact, this supposed party for me reminds me of some of their Christmas trees, bright, beautiful and artificial. Yet I’m pleased to say that there are some who truly celebrate. It seems oddly refreshing when someone at my party gets more excited about me than the games, gifts and guests. I can’t wait to get back home and bring these people home with me. Then thankfully we will have a real Christmas party!

Much love, Your Son Jesus

Have you found yourself distracted by the traditions of the season? It is a good sign that you are here in worship yet even some of your attendance here may he more from tradition than out of a desire for worship. This candlelight service may just “be a part of your celebration”. I tell you now look beyond the tradition and see Jesus.

Mary is said to have pondered the events of the season and treasured these things in her heart. Now that I feel would be a good practice for us.

I remember a time when I was a youth minister in a small church in Carlsbad New Mexico. There were only ten children in Sunday school and I decided one Christmas to simply tell them the story of Jesus. I told about how he was born and all the wonder of that night. One little girl had obviously never heard that story before because she sat with the widest blue eyes you’ve ever seen.

I went on to tell of all the great things Jesus did. Lori was fascinated and said not a word. Then I told of the cross. When I told about the death of Jesus, tear fell from Lori’s eye. I was moved by that wonderful yet simple reaction to an account that had perhaps become too familiar to me. 

When I moved on to the resurrection a squeal of excitement escaped Lori’s mouth as she raised her hand in triumph and a smile returned to her face. I don’t know whether Lori remembers that day, yet I’ll never forget it.

Maybe we need to sit back and hear the Christmas story with fresh ears, like Lori.

The second reason I think would have to be Negativity for I have heard many say, “no one would love like that without a catch.”

Many are too disbelieving to receive Christ. They figure anything that sounds this good can’t be true.

Have you ever received one of those telephone calls telling you that you have just won aomething free? You know the ones promising maybe free merchandise or trip? Yet as you move along in the conversation you find out that this so called free merchandise or free trip is going to result in a hefty charge on your Visa card. The trip is free only if you purchase their over-priced merchandise. After a few call like that we all become a little cynical and suspicious.

It is hard to believe that God would care that much. We know if we were God we wouldn’t go to such extremes to save us. So, we look for the hidden charge. Just like those calls some think, (the offer of God’s grace is just to good to be true or there must have a catch.)

They want to know how long God’s love will endure. Does God love us forever? Everyone wants to know, how does God feel about me when I’m a Jerk? Not When I’m feeling good and positive aqs well as ready to tackle the world. Not then for I know how he feels about me then for even I like me then. But I want to know how he feels about me when I snap at anything that moves, or when my thoughts are Gutter-level. Then again how does He feel about me when my tongue is sham enough to slice flesh? Still another question I hear a lot is, can anything separate us from the love Christ has for us?

God answered our questions before we ask them. So we’d see His answer, He lit the sky with stars. So we’d hear it, He filled the night with a choir; and so we’d believe it, He did what no man had ever dreamed. He sent His Son to dwell among us.

He placed His hand on the shoulder of mankind and said, “You’re Something Special.”

And the third reason would be Outright Rejection. Their favorite saying is, “I don’t depend on anyone but myself.”

Those people understand the message perfectly and that’s why they reject it. The idea of a judge who would dare label some behavior “sinful” is unacceptable to them. How dare God presume to make such rules? They will not admit they sin nor that their actions are sinful. They like the idea of a God who “loves everyone” no matter what they do. The idea of needing a Savior they find repulsive. These people are self-reliant, not dependent. They don’t need a Savior as a matter of fact they don’t need anyone.
The desire for freedom is so great that they end up rejecting the only one who can actual make them truly free.

The Sad Truth about all three of these pictures is this: Each of these actions, if continued throughout life leads to eternal separation from God. We can find that in John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

And some ask, “What does it mean to receive Him?”

First, it means to acknowledge personal sin. Some “receive” Jesus because they think He is cool. Some “receive Him” because they want to be on a winning team, still others “receive Christ so they can belong to a church. But I tell you that any reason for “receiving” Christ apart from a desire to be cleansed from sin is to not receive Him at all. True faith starts with a realization of personal need.

Second, it means to believe in who He is. He is the one from God. He is not just a good man with a good idea! He is the Son of God in human form seeking to communicate with us. It means believing that He is the only Savior we have from Sin. It means acknowledging that we cannot do anything to save ourselves and that no amount of good deeds will save us.

Third, it means to entrust oneself to Him. Which means to put your life in His hands and trust that He knows what’s best for us. It means to offer up all your hopes and dreams and know He will fulfill them in a way that is best for you.
My favorite Christmas story of all is the Grinch because it shows us of the big to do we make over Christmas presents and the confusion it causes the young ones. It also shows us how hatefulness can change people for the worst. Yet it also shows how children can truly bring about the Christmas spirit in the worst of people. It tells of how his heart grew three times larger the day he realized that Christmas was a time of love only.

This is what it means to receive Christ. It means to invite Jesus to live in your life. It means opening the door and inviting Him in.

For those that listen to Jesus and respond: They will be called Sons of God. They are made a part of God’s family. They are forgiven all. They are given eternal life. They are given the promise that He will never leave or forsake them and they are promised that everything that happens is part of His plan for them.

How will you respond this Christmas to the Christ child?

Are you just going through the motions? Are you giving more attention to the gifts under the tree than to the greatest gift? Would you be willing to make that commitment today, how about right now? Would you be willing to truly celebrate Christ-mas for the first time in your life?

Will you make that decision today? Will you give Him what you have in exchange for what He will make of you? Will you give Him the filthy rags of your past in exchange for membership in His eternal family? Will you do it now?

If you would like to receive Christ right now, I suggest you sincerely pray something like this:

“Dear Heavenly Father,

Tonight I come to you with my sin. I gratefully receive the gift of Your Son for my salvation. Thank you Jesus for coming to earth, for dying in my place, and for making eternal life possible for me. Tonight I give you my heart. No longer will I refuse you with a “No, or Be gone!” Tonight I invite you to live in my life. Thank you for the salvation that is now mine because of your love. Amen.”

