December 31, 2005

Could the New Year be Noah’s Time All Over Again?

As Believers we must comprehend the fact that this life is a competition or better yet a battle of wits. We must also understand that we don’t compete against each other, but against the evil obstacles that hinder us, both physically and spiritually.

And looking at the spiritual condition of our world today, is it not obvious beloved that the end times are before us? 

Today I am going to talk about a man who was born into this sinful world that stayed faithful to God in the midst of it all. That man was Noah.

In years pier Noah faced the end of times just as we are. 

Now Noah was careful whom he used as role models. Noah refused to give up and in doing so he was uphold by God throughout the entire process.

Just as Noah trusted in God as he looked forward to a new world, we to must trust in God as we look forward to a New Year.

Noah came from a godly family. His family is recorded in the Book of Genesis:

Enoch was his great-grandfather! At the age of 65 Enoch had a son and named him Methuselah. Genesis 5:21 “And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:” Enoch was translated into the very presence of God without ever having to die when he was 356 years old. Hebrews 11:5 “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.”
Methuselah, when he was 187 years old, had a son named Lamech. Methuselah lived longer on this earth than any other man in the Bible, leaving this world at the ripe old age of 969. Genesis 5:25 & 26 “And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: 26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:”
Now Lamech, at the age of 182, had a son and named him Noah. Then Lamech lived to the age 777. Genesis 5:30 “And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters:”

Noah was a very patient and godly man and stayed faithful to the God of his fathers and did not have children until he was 500 years old. That’s when he had 3 sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth. Genesis 5:32 “And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”

The problem with man was that the longer he lived, the greater their moral corruption became. So God finally put a limit on the life of mankind when he stated in Genesis 6:3, "… My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

Yet you must understand that God had built this body to live forever and never die. His design was so perfect that it took the power of sin to destroy God’s creation. Even so, the body’s design would allow it to live for centuries if God would not have placed a limit on man’s lifespan.

However as you know, the average lifespan in today’s world is roughly 70 years. God has had to continually place limitations upon the lifespan of mankind because the heart of man is still set upon every evil imagination and grows more immoral and corrupt with each passing day.

Finally the sin in man’s heart finally reached the placed where God would tolerate it no longer and that is when God decided to destroy His own creation less it destroy itself through sin. You see God loves us too much to allow us to destroy ourselves that way, so He decided to put an end to the wickedness for us.

In the midst of this immorality and corruption, there was only one man who still placed his faith in God and made an attempt to serve God. We find this in Genesis 6:8 “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”

Noah being a man of faith heard from God and began to build an ark. Using crude tools, he formed every part of the ark from wood that had to be cut, hewn and hauled from miles around, Noah built an ark, following God’s orders. Genesis 6:15 “And this [is the fashion] which thou shalt make it [of]: The length of the ark [shall be] three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.” If history serves me right it wasn’t until the 20th century that we could build a ship of that size and then it was made of metal and not wood.

Anyway while he built this ship, God also instructed Noah to begin to preach to those around him that the flood was coming. God was going to make one final attempt to change the hearts of the people He created and loved. 

Even though God knew the people would not listen to Noah He had Noah tell them. 

Noah found grace in God’s sight but not one person took him seriously. They were too busy going about their lives of self-indulgence. They had no time or desire to hear the warning told of by Noah. After all, it hadn’t rained in years and there certainly had never been a flood. 

And many people of today have the same thought as back then; ‘All things have been like they are for many centuries. Why should we believe this old preacher now?’

Through they teasing and laughing Noah just kept on working and preaching just as God had asked him too. He withstood all of the taunts of the crowd, as they would gather to watch Noah and his family building this Ark that would be the salvation of mankind and God’s plan for starting all over again.

People could not and would not accept God’s plan and, as a result, not one of them, except for those 8 people in the Ark that had obeyed God survived the judgment of God. Every living thing that walked the face of the earth drowned as a result of their sin and stubbornness. Sometimes I wonder if they would help Noah built that ark now if given the chance again? But that chance will never come for they sealed their fate way back then and there is no second chance or do-overs.

Do you ever wonder what Noah might be doing right now, if he were living in our time?

Do you think he would be doing just what he did roughly 6000 years ago? Would he be doing what you and I had better be doing also?

I’d like us to read Matthew 24:37-39, " But as the days of Noe [were], so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. "

These words are given in response to the Disciples asking Jesus the question found in Matthew 24:3, "… Tell us, when shall these things be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
After giving a list of things to come, Jesus warned us that the heart of man would be ever after corruption and sin. Just like in the days of Noah people will not hear the message of the salvation. The same conditions will exist and the ears of those who are wholly sold out to sin will be deaf to the call of God and the preaching of His Word of warning to repent.

The following is what kind of things Jesus said were coming and to look for as a warning to us of His return and judgment.

Matthew 24:5 “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.)”

Matthew 24:6 “And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all [these things] must come to pass, but the end is not yet.”

Matthew 24:7 “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.”

Matthew 24:9 “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.”

Matthew 24:10 “And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.”

Matthew 24:11 “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.”

Matthew 24:12 “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”

Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”

Matthew 24:15 “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)”

Can there be any doubt that we are living in the days that Jesus spoke of? If there was ever a time when all these things are happening, its now!”

We can see it on our TV and read about it in the newspaper. We can see the shock waves that God is using to try to wake us up!

Preaching the word of God has spread around the world. There is no place on the face of the earth that cannot be reached with the gospel. All a person has to do is turn to God and tune in to what is being said. 

All of these other signs are visible as well. There are battles begin fought all over the world as nations, religions, and races rise against one another in an attempt to wipe out those that are different.

Famines have been and continue to sweep across the third world nations as 70% or more of the world’s population goes to sleep hungry every night.

Earthquakes, tidal waves, floods, and hurricanes are more intense and more frequent than any other time in history.

Then there are the pestilences, like aids, venereal diseases, and new types of flues that are resistant to any drugs, as well as viruses that don’t respond to treatment and then things like chemical and biological warfare (anthrax) that threaten to destroy people by the millions are a constant topic of concern.

And how about false preachers, false religions, false prophets and false, self-proclaimed saviors that pop up as men try to gain power and influence over the lives of others.

Believers are becoming more the target of all the world’s religions as they attempt to lay the blame for fear and guilt upon the teaching of the truth of  Jesus Christ’s Word.

Sin has caused Love to disappear as mothers kill their own children; children kill their own parents and turn them in for trying to discipline them. Families have fallen apart because love has grown cold and we are more concerned about what we want instead of what is right and good for everyone.

And have any of you thought about just how many fathers refuse to accept their responsibility for the children they bring in to this world and even worse how many become homosexual and perverse with these same children.

In the midst of this sin and corruption there is still a voice crying out for man to turn back to God, but that voice is seldom heard anymore!

I believe that Noah would say to us , get in the ark! Judgment is coming! Death lurks at your heels and he waits for no one! The floodtide of sin is rising! The rain of God’s judgment is already falling and will soon become greater! Listen and obey for there is little time left!

So as we enter into this New Year I’d like to encourage you to stop and think of where you want to spend eternity. Where does your allegiants lie? Are you a child of Christ or human lust? These are very important questions to think about and decide upon. If I were you I would not hesitate for tomorrow is promised to no one.

I think the saddest part about Noah's story is the fact that so many would not heed the warning signs. And today as then so many will be lost because they have not found refuge in the safety of Jesus Christ.

The heartbreaking part about this is that they don’t see their own end coming. They have become comfortable in sin. They don’t see the signs of the times, because their vision is clouded by the world. But I’ve come to tell you today Judgment is coming just as it did in Noah’s day, so you’d better repent!

The bible says in 2 Peter 3:9-12 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 [Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”

In other words, the Lord isn’t slow about keeping his promises, as some people think He is in fact, patient, because God wants everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost.

You know the scripture says that two will be in the field or at work at the time of Christ’s return. One will be taken and the other left. I can imagine that when God destroyed the world the first time, that’s the way, it was. Some didn’t even pay attention to all of the rain that was falling. They probably said, “Well it will probably stop shortly.” With out giving it another thought until houses began floating away and livestalk started drowning then they all wanted into Ark yet Noah could not let them for God himself had sealed them in. 

You see, in the time before the flood, people built cities but they forgot that God had made them! The descendants of Cain had cattle, riches, and farms, but they had no approval of God upon their lives! They were rich in goods, but poor as far as God’s power was concerned!

I’m here to tell you that although we have come through some dark ages, and civilization has advanced in this generation, people have departed from the faith, just like in Noah’s day!

We still build cities but they forget Christ!

We have more cattle, lands, property and money than ever before, but the men are dried up in their souls!

We have better musical instruments today, polished and expensive. Folk can play beautiful music on these instruments. But the sad part about it is, they don’t use them for God and the church. So you see just as it was in the days (before the flood) so it is now!

I would like you all to think for a moment about the days before the flood and how man made his own religion to suit himself. In those days before the flood people strayed away from God. Yes they prospered and some even had a high standard of living but they were too busy to pay attention to Noah’s warning about the Judgment.

Beloved don’t you find it strange that people usually leave God when all is going well? In our day people are prospering as never before! Men and women spend their lifetime eating and drinking. It seems that’s all they’re living for! The main thing about them is their stomach and the places of amusement are all day and night. People are drunken on the pleasures of the world. People today have time to travel and go on vacations. But they have no time for God! They would rather hear a sermon that makes them feel warm and good, instead of one that warns of the coming judgment!

They go to ball games, wrestling matches, carnivals, and nightclubs, but they don’t go to church! And if they do go to church, it’s on Sunday morning for a few minutes to hear a sermon that tells them that if they pay tithings they will get blessed.

The people in Noah’s day may have been living a high life, just as most of us today are but violence increased in the earth in the days before the flood, just as it has nowadays. The whole earth was filled with violence! The people grew weaker and wiser! They were full of hatred, envy, lust greed, and pride! Men forgot God and became as wicked as men could be! They robbed and killed until God had to do something, or the whole world would have been affected by this wickedness. And so God had to destroy the world. But for one righteous man, God saved him and his entire family, however he’s not the only one the bible record talks about: There’s Abraham, he believed God. And God gave his seed the land of promise! Then there was Rahab, she believed God. And God saved her household and what about the Cananite woman, she believed God. And Christ healed her daughter and less we forget that because four men believed God, Christ healed their paralyzed friend!

Put it all together Beloved and you’ll discover that from the beginning there has been but one place of refuge for sinners, only one way of salvation. And that is Christ! If you want to be saved, you’d better repent!

As there was but one ark in the days of Noah, there is but one way of salvation for poor, helpless, sinners. The whole world was drowned under the flood of God’s wrath, except for those eight happy souls in the ark. Even so, the whole world shall be destroyed in the everlasting wrath of almighty God, except for those blessed men and women who are in Christ. Christ alone is the Savior of men. "There is none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved." If you would be saved, you must come to Christ Jesus!

So why not start out the New Year in the safety of Jesus Christ? 

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your patient and grace and especially for the gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who without we could never see Your face or even get enter into Your kingdom. We ask that You touch the hearts of all non-Believers and help them to find their way home before it is to late. We also ask for strength in Your word that we may stand strong and not faulter. These things we thank You for and ask of You in Jesus’ precious name. Amen
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