January 28th, 2006

Obeying Jesus

To perceive the Godliness in everything one must study the world that God created and see how God guides each and every thing little part of creation, as well as how it is an expression of Himself. In other words, the first step is to realize that God is the author, and the second is to hear His message.
If Jesus were to come back again today, would you be absolutely sure you would be going to heaven to be with Him forever?
Today we are going to explore our relationship with Jesus and the Spirit He sent to us as a promise. Let’s see what Jesus tells us in John 14:15-18 “If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 [Even] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”
Now let’s turn to 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:”
Now you may be wondering how one receive the Gospel, take a stand in the Gospel, and is saved by the Gospel? First off we must believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior, lest we perish, We find this in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Now you see why it is called the Good News? In order for us to understand how "good" this Good News is, we must first understand that there is terrible, bad news. The bad news is that you have let sin separate you from God, as it is described in Isaiah 59:1-3 “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid [his] face from you, that he will not hear. 3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.”
The main state of man is in fact that your soul is born into a temporary, physical body, and your destiny is eternity, therefore today I want you to think about which eternity you will choose to be in for there will be a judgment after death.
The Good News that scripture brings to us is what we need in order to be restored back to God. That is why God gave up His one and only Son, so we had a way out all we need do is believe in Him, for only the blood of Jesus can take away all of our sins.

Now looking at some of your expressions on your faces I can tell that you are wondering if believing is enough. You may be remembering that scripture also tells us that the demons believe also and yet they tremble James 2:19 “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.”  Or is intellectual belief enough to wash our sins away by the power of the Gospel? Is just believing, enough to grant us the promised Holy Spirit to guide us and teach us? How can we receive these promises and take a stand in them?
Paul reminded the saved Romans of how they received the Gospel, took their stand in it, and secured their salvation by obeying Jesus’ message we find this in Romans 6:3&4 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. You see all three elements of the Gospel are represented in baptism: Jesus’ death vs. our death to self, Jesus’ burial vs. our burial in the watery grave of baptism, and Jesus’ resurrection vs. our being raised up to live a new life.

We see this promise of everlasting life fulfilled 2000 years ago when Peter preached the first Gospel sermon in Acts 2:14-36 “But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all [ye] that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is [but] the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 21 And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.  25For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 29 Men [and] brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Now that was on that day of Pentecost. In verses 14-21 Peter validates what is happening at the moment. In verses 22-36 He tells them the Gospel 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 brought by the Messiah of God, and how we rejected Him also in John 1:10 &11 “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” And Isaiah 53:3 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”
The people, realizing they had killed the Only Son of God, were filled with hopelessness and responded, “What shall we do?”

He then brings the hope of the new promise which we find in Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
This is the promise! Forgiveness of sins comes through obedience of the Gospel, for in it is where Jesus' blood was shed for us. Forgiveness can only come through His blood. Ephesians 1:7-9 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:”
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.
The indwelling of God's Holy Spirit also comes through obedience of the Gospel by being baptized in the name of Jesus. The promise from God is fulfilled by our participation in the Gospel!
The people that stood by listening and understood it, were convicted and responded promptly Acts 2:41 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added [unto them] about three thousand souls.”

They were baptized! Of course! They knew that the way they were to receive this Good News and take their stand in it was to get baptized! No wonder Jesus said in Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
As you can see not believing or obeying it has severe results. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey. 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10 “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.”
Have you believed Jesus’ testimony? Jesus did not spread His own word but that of His Father. We can find this in John 12:46-50 “46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.
In order to receive the Gospel and get into it one must be obedient to it. One must believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, receive His forgiveness and be sealed with the Holy Spirit by being immersed in water in His name. 2 Corinthians 1:20-22 “For all the promises of God in him [are] yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, [is] God; 22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. “ 
Just as a ring on a bride’s finger is a symbol of her being taken by someone and a reminder of her vows to her husband, the living Spirit of God becomes your seal of ownership and His promise to bring you back into Heaven with Him forever. Isn’t that something!
When you are baptized according to scripture you are added to the church of Christ, composed of those who are saved. Acts 2:41 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added [unto them] about three thousand souls.”
The very next verse tells us that Acts 2:42 “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” It’s no wonder that those people were devoted to the following once they were baptized because as you see when you accept Jesus, He gets into you! Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

Now we have seen how much Jesus loves us, but how much do you love Him? For this reason Jesus summarizes the Torah and prophets in the "Ten Commandments" which says that we shall first of all love the Lord our God with our whole being and strength Deuteronomy 6:5 “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” and second, love our neighbor as ourself, Levitius19:18 “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I [am] the LORD.” both of which were first of all stated in Torah and which Jesus merely repeated Matthew 22:37-40 “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 238 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
And Mark12:29-34 “And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments [is], Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this [is] the first commandment. 31 And the second [is] like, [namely] this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love [his] neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
Also Luke10:25-27 “And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. “ 
In still another place Jesus explains that the same eternal life that comes from obeying these Two Great Commandments comes also from obeying the Ten Commandments. 
Do you truly love Him? I know in fact that there is no way that you can obey even the least of the commandments unless you are first infused by a love for the Creator, yet at the same time you cannot love the Creator unless you are obeying His commandments! The first love is a heart-love, and the second love is a practical love manifesting in works or deeds, for the one is not without the other. 

I mean there is no way a person can be saved that does not have any knowledge of Jesus whatsoever and who simply latch onto a commandment and obeys it. Yet to do so is better than to not be obedient at all.  Therefore a man who does not know Jesus who chooses not to steal, is better for others to have around than one that does not know Jesus and continue to steal. Don’t you think so? Of course you do, however it may be said of that person that they are obeying one of the commandments but not the spirit. He is doing what he should be doing even if his heart is still disconnected from the source of love, for it is a loving thing not to steal from your neighbor. He is obeying the second part of the Ten Commandments without obeying the first. And yet don’t we all know people who do just that? Nevertheless, would you prefer that they did not until they observed the first part? What about the reverse? Would it be better to connect with Jesus and disobey the rule to steal?

I would have to say that it is better to obey the first part first because in doing so one becomes active by the principle, which is Jesus. That principle brings life to the soul, and with life, happiness, peace and contentment. But what would you say of the person who said: "I love the Lord my God with all my might and soul" and proves it by showing a great emotional outburst of passion for Jesus, yet who at the same time commits adultery and robs his neighbor? What would you then say of the "passion" this man had in his soul? 

If you cannot answer this question honestly then you are living in a false spirit of delusion. For if you say that you love Jesus and yet disobey His commandments, you are, in fact, condemning yourself, because the commandments define what true love is. It doesn't matter whether you have a warm tingling feeling in your soul while breaking one of the commandments or not, because you declare yourself walking in sin in the daylight and wasn’t that what the Pharisees were condemned for? Matthew 16:11&12 “How is it that ye do not understand that I spake [it] not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? 12Then understood they how that he bade [them] not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”.
If obeying the commandments is a fruit of salvation, then what does that say about your salvation? It says that if you are walking in rebellion against them, that you not only don't truly love Jesus but that the salvation of your soul is in jeopardy no matter how "good" or "peaceful" you feel inside. For every true principle, there is a bad principle. Just like a person can feel joy and ecstasy while committing adultery with another man's wife. However he is still condemned, for his works are the evidence that he is a child of perdition.

My next question to you is what do you say about the relationship between faith and works? I mean if your faith claims to be in Jesus and yet you exercise faith, and practice the things which are forbidden by the commandments, then is your faith not in a false god and not the Lord God or His Son, Jesus? And if that can be said about you then what is required is a mighty repentance. It means that you "knew" a god who was not the true Jesus Christ savior of souls. 

Matthew 5:19&20 “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach [them], the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed [the righteousness] of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

Now let’s turn to Matthew 25:40&41 “And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”
And now Matthew 25:45&46 “Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did [it] not to one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”
So I ask you now, does anyone dare in the light of this knowledge want to treat the "least" as "secondary"? What you may think or declare to be unimportant, the Messiah directly contradicts you and says that the way you treat these "least" things is the same way you ultimately treat Him. 

Please ask Jesus for eternal life today if you haven’t already so you to will be able to obey the commandments and keep His salvation.

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You so much for Your love, grace and for Your word. For we know that apart from Your Word we would be lost, and yet with Your word we are able to understand Your guidance and which way we are to go in. And, so we pray that You will open our minds and fill us with the Holy Spirit so we can better understand the scriptures and enable our hearts to burn with love for You and each other. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
. 
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