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Melchizedek and Jesus, one in the same.

Today we are going to talk about the person known as Melchizedek, which in Hebrew it is spelled, Malkiy-Tsedeq, Strongs # is 04442 and the pronunciation is mal-kee-tseh-dek. It is clear from the Book of Hebrews that Melchizedek was not an ordinary man, that’s assuming he was a man at all. A careful examination of the evidence concerning the existence of Melchizedek reveals him to be a previous form of Jesus. There are strong parallels between Melchizedek and Jesus: both are the Son of God, priest of the Order of Melchizedek, King of Righteous, King of Peace, the Messiah, appointed by God, eternal priesthood, and preexistent. Besides the Biblical evidence, there exists evidence from the discoveries of early Christian texts in 1945 and the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 that we will talk about later on in today. There are also extra-Biblical revelations that support this Melchizedek-Jesus connection. 

Let’s first take a look at whom Melchizedek is. Please turn to Genesis 14 it starts by detailing how the five cities of the plains rebelled against the king of Elam. We aren’t given the prior history except that these cities served this king and paid tribute to prevent being destroyed. It was not uncommon in those days for a defeated city to serve and pay tribute to the kingdoms that defeated them or to pay to prevent being attacked. It came to pass that Elam gathered three other kings to help him make war. Since the cities surrounding Sodom and Gomorrah would not pay, they planned to defeat them and take everything they had. They conquered Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela. They took all the possessions, and took many men and women captive. One of the captured men was Lot, Abram’s nephew.  Genesis 14:14-20 “And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained [servants], born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued [them] unto Dan. 15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which [is] on the left hand of Damascus.  16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the people.  17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that [were] with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which [is] the king's dale.  18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he [was] the priest of the most high God.  19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed [be] Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:  20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.” 
Now turning to Hebrews 7 we get the best biblical explanation of this scripture. The entire chapter covers the description of Jesus as the high priest. For the sake of this time, I have limited it to the verses that I feel are related directly to this topic. This is a hard passage to study. I looked at several differing views. Some teach that Melchizedek wasn’t Christ himself, but was a human priest, which foreshadows the coming Christ. I have to disagree with that. As I read through Hebrews and looked at other passages related to this topic, I can only conclude that this was Christ. Everything in the Old Testament points to the coming of Christ, and Abraham is the example of justification by faith that was offered to us through Christ. Therefore, it is only fitting that Christ would bless Abraham just as He blessed us through the example of Abraham and His own sacrifice on the cross. This is not the only mention of the Son of God appearing in the Old Testament. In the fiery furnace, the Son of God was seen protecting the men who willingly faced death to stand up for their faith in God. Lets begin looking at who Melchizedek is by looking at Hebrews 7:1-4&6-8&14-17&22-24 “For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; 2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 4 Now consider how great this man [was], unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. 6 But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. 7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he [receiveth them], of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. 14 For [it is] evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. 17 For he testifieth, Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: 24 But this [man], because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.”
Hebrews 7:3 gives a key description by saying that Melchizedek has neither beginning of days nor end of life, but remains a priest continually. Compare this to John 8:56-58 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw [it], and was glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.”
Anyway you look at this passage, only Christ could fulfill this description. Only He openly claimed to have been present before Abraham. Only He can be the one without beginning of days or end of life. Only He has the power to have an endless life told about in verse 16. 

I ask you now who in biblical history was greater than Abraham other than Jesus Christ? In Genesis 14:19, Melchizedek blessed Abraham. Hebrews 7:7 “And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.” As you can see it states that in this blessing, the lesser (Abraham) was blessed by the greater (Melchizedek). If God promised that in Abraham, all nations would be blessed, how could Melchizedek be greater unless he was more than just a human priest? It is also worth noting that the king that succeeded Melchizedek was Ebed-Tob. The Amarna tablets contain some of his writings. One of these tablets contains the description for Melchizedek that parallels the description given in Hebrews even though it was written thousands of years earlier.

If we dig a little deeper, we see more identifiers that point to Christ. Psalm 76:2 “In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion.” 
Salem, Zion and Jerusalem are the same. Melchizedek was the priest out of Jerusalem. If we look ahead, we see that Jesus came out of Jerusalem to die for sins. If we look at the names given, it helps clarify this a bit.

Melchizedek - melchi = my king; zedek = righteousness

King of Salem - Salem = peace; king of peace

Literally translated, Melchizedek, king of Salem Genesis 14:18, means My King of Righteousness, King of Peace. We also see these titles describing Christ elsewhere in the Bible. Two good passages are:

Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”

 Let’s read Hebrews 13:10-14 “We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 11 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. 12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.”
You may be wondering what does it all mean? Well I would have to say that peace and righteousness are united through Him.

Jesus Christ is called the Prince of Peace and the ruler of righteousness. In Him, both peace and righteousness reign. Where there is no righteousness, there cannot be peace with God. The righteousness of God demands justice against sin. Because disobedience to the law of God requires the penalty of death, there was no other way for righteousness and peace to be bridged for man other than through Jesus Christ. God’s mercy does not nullify His justice. God’s mercy is why He paid the penalty demanded by justice. God’s character is sure and will never change. Therefore, the only way to peace was for Him to bear the penalty in our place. Look at Romans 3:20-26 “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God [which is] by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth [to be] a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, [I say], at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”
I want you to pay special attention to verse 26 – ‘that He might be just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus’. Because we are created in the image of God, we are a direct reflection upon our Creator. Every sin we commit falls short of that glory that we are created to uphold. Because of sin, we cannot have peace with a righteous God without Him either forfeiting His own just character, or becoming our justifier and forfeiting His right to glory. We know from Philippians 2 that Jesus did exactly that. He humbled Himself, put off His rightful glory and became an obedient servant. In obedience to the will of God, He reconciled us to God by dying on the cross and becoming our justifier. Because of what He has done on our behalf, we who were once short of the glory of God, now rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Let’s see how Romans puts it. 

Romans 5:1&2 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

It was Jesus Christ who united the righteousness of God and peace with God on the Cross. This is the significance of Melchizedek.

We also can see that the Communion of His death was planned from the beginning. 
Melchizedek went out of Salem (Jerusalem) to bless Abraham and offer bread and wine. Consider the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. He went out of Jerusalem to bless Abraham’s seed and all who would receive Him by faith. I believe the bread and the wine is significant and relates directly to Jesus’ communion of bread and wine. Matthew 26:26-28 “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed [it], and brake [it], and gave [it] to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave [it] to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”
Once again, the lesser is blessed by the greater. The plan of redemption was established from the beginning. The Bible also tells us that in Jesus rests the Spirit of Wisdom. That wisdom calls in Proverbs 9 using the same bread and wine.

Proverbs 9:1-6 “Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars: 2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table. 3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city, 4 Whoso [is] simple, let him turn in hither: [as for] him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, 5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine [which] I have mingled. 6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.”

What a picture of Christ this paints. The foundation has been laid; the sacrifice has been made; the table furnished and the invitation to come is being cried out. The invitation is to anyone who is tired of their own ways, which is lacking in understanding, come. Those who forsake foolishness will turn to the table and live. The bread of His life and the wine of His covenant have been prepared for any who choose life.

Now lets go back over a few things such as:

1. Identical Characteristics of Melchizedek and Jesus

	Both are:
	 (1)
	Sons of God
	 (2)
	High Priests of God

	
	 (3)
	Kings of Righteousness
	 (4)
	Appointed by God

	
	 (5)
	Kings of Peace
	 (6)
	Eternal ones

	
	 (7)
	Priests
	 (8)
	Pre-existent ones

	
	 (9)
	Association with Abraham
	(10)
	Rituals of bread and wine

	 
	(11)
	Anointed ones
	 
	 


2. Identical Sonship:  "Son of God"

In the Bible, the only individuals who have the title of the "Son of God" are Jesus, Adam and Melchizedek.

Adam- Luke 3:38 “Which was [the son] of Enos, which was [the son] of Seth, which was [the son] of Adam, which was [the son] of God.”

Melchizedek – Hebrews 7:3 “Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”

Jesus- Mark 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;”
The Bible also states that Melchizedek was made in the image or likeness of the Son of God. This could be taken as the image of the son of God (the second in the trinity) or as the image of the begotten son of God, when the Lord took on a fleshly body. But they are one and the same.

Jesus – 2 Corinthians 4:4 “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”  

Jesus: Hebrews 5:6 “As he saith also in another [place], Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. “

I need you to understand the Definition of "order":  Greek "aphomoioo" (a) A facsimile  (b) An exact copy or exact reproduction  (c) A duplicate.

Jesus:  Hebrews 7:15 “And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest,”
Definition of "another priest like":  Greek "kata ten homoioteta" (a) in every respect  (b)  after the similitude of  (c) according to the likeness of  (d)  a thing so like another as to be indistinguishable from it.

3. Identical Order of Priesthood:  Priest of the God Most High of the Order of Melchizedek

Melchizedek and Jesus have identical priesthoods.

Melchizedek: Genesis 14:18 “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he [was] the priest of the most high God. “

Messiah:  Psalms 110:4 “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.”
Jesus: Hebrews 5:6 “As he saith also in another [place], Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”
Also notice that Paul has a mystery concerning Jesus and Melchizedek but is reluctant to tell the inexperienced person. Now in the following verses Paul is talking about Jesus.

Hebrews 5:9-14 "And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which [be] the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk [is] unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, [even] those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”
As you can see Jesus was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

Paul indicates the Priest(s) of order of Melchizedek were to last forever and that the system of priests through the tribe of Levi would eventually come to an end. God chose these men for the office. They would give sacrifice to God which symbolically atoned, or paid for the people's sins. We see this principle at work very early in the story of Job. Let’s now look a Job 42:7-9 “And it was [so], that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me [the thing that is] right, as my servant Job [hath]. 8 Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you [after your] folly, in that ye have not spoken of me [the thing which is] right, like my servant Job. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite [and] Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Job.”

4. Identical Symbol of Rule:  "King of Righteousness"

Melchizedek as the King of Righteousness: Hebrew 7:2 “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;”

Jesus as the King of Righteousness: Jeremiah 23:5 “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.”

Melchizedek, as the King of Righteousness, fulfilled this scepter promise: Genesis 49:10 “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him [shall] the gathering of the people [be].”

Jesus, as the King of Righteousness, fulfilled this scepter promise: Hebrews 1:8 “But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O God, [is] for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.”

5. Identical Right to Rule:  Appointed by God

Jesus and Melchizedek's priesthoods are similar because they did not depend upon genealogy as the Aaronic priesthood did. The human lineage of Jesus was from Judah - a tribe that Moses did not associate with the priesthood. Hebrews 7:14 “For [it is] evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.”

Jesus Christ is a priest after the order of Melchizedek, not because he came from the right line, but because he comes as one who has indestructible life - the only one who can be an eternal priest! The priesthood of both is a royal priesthood. The priesthood of both is based on personality, not legality. Both are universal priesthoods for Gentile and Jew because the priesthood of Melchizedek was before the Law was given. Melchizedek illustrates an eternal priesthood of which Jesus is the reality.

6. Identical Title:  "King of Peace"

Both Melchizedek and Jesus are the Kings of Peace.

Melchizedek-Hebrews 7:2 “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;”

Jesus- Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”

7. Identical Term of Priesthood:  Eternal

Melchizedek - Hebrews 7:3 " Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. “
Jesus - Hebrews 5:6 " As he saith also in another [place], Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”
Melchizedek and Jesus are priests forever with an unchangeable priesthood. This indicates they are the same priest - just different times.
8. Their likeness is identical:  Priest

Melchizedek - Genesis 14:18 " And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he [was] the priest of the most high God. “
Jesus - Hebrews 7:15&16 " And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.”
The word "likeness" is translated homoios: which means "after the similitude of"
9. Identical Age:  Pre-existent

Melchizedek:  Hebrews 7:3 “Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”
Jesus:  Micah 5:2 “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, [though] thou be little among the thousands of Judah, [yet] out of thee shall he come forth unto me [that is] to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth [have been] from of old, from everlasting.”
Jesus:  Proverbs 8:22-31 “The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 24 When [there were] no depths, I was brought forth; when [there were] no fountains abounding with water. 25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 27 When he prepared the heavens, I [was] there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth: 28 When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: 29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: 30 Then I was by him, [as] one brought up [with him]: and I was daily [his] delight, rejoicing always before him; 31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights [were] with the sons of men.”
10. Identical Association with:  Abraham

Melchizedek - Genesis 14:18&19 “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he [was] the priest of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed [be] Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:”
Jesus - John 8:56-58 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw [it], and was glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.”
11. Identical Use of Ritualistic Symbols:  Bread and Wine

Melchizedek's offering of bread and wine to Abraham is the first incidence where bread and wine appear in the Scripture. Melchizedek provided a priesthood which gave the symbols of bread and wine. Jesus also provided a priesthood which gave the symbols of bread and wine.
Melchizedek:  Genesis 14:18 "And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he [was] the priest of the most high God. " 

Jesus: Matthew 26:26-29 "And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed [it], and brake [it], and gave [it] to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave [it] to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”
 John 6:47-59 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 48 I am that bread of life. 49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 52The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us [his] flesh to eat?  53Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.  54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.  55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.  56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.  57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.  58 his is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.  59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. “  
12. Identical Title:  Anointed One

Melchizedek: Hebrew 1:9 “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, [even] thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”
Jesus: Acts 4:27 “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,”
I do know that a lot of you are probably tired of right about now however I pray all of you have found this interesting and a real eye opener

Now for those of you who like to dive deeper I will now add the extra on about the evidence from the discoveries of early Christian texts in 1945 and the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947.

On December 1945, in Upper Egypt, ancient texts revealing that the early Christians and Jews believed that Melchizedek was a previous reincarnation of Jesus the Messiah.
These long lost texts were discovered by an Arab peasant was digging in the ground in search of fertilizer when he discovered large jars containing books which have been buried since around 390 A.D. These books where hidden by monks from a nearby monastery to escape destruction under the order of the emerging Orthodox Church in its violent expunging of all heresy. These texts were one of the greatest archeological discoveries ever discovered. It was only eclipsed by the Dead Sea Scroll discovery in Israel two years later in 1947. It is a strange coincidence that these ancient discoveries containing valuable information of early Jewish and Christian theology and history should appear around the same time.
This immensely important discovery in Egypt includes a large number of Christian Gnostic scriptures -- texts once thought to have been entirely destroyed. Some of the scriptures discovered were the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Philip, and the Gospel of Truth.
One of the Christian Gnostic texts discovered is entitled plainly (Melchizedek). The following quote is from this text. [...] indicates missing fragments or illegible wording. And you crucified me from the third hour of the Sabbath - eve until the ninth hour. And after these things I arose from the dead. My body came out of the tomb to me. [...] They did not find anyone greeted me [...] They said to me, Be strong, Melchizedek, great High Priest of God Most High"
There is little doubt that this quote attributed to Melchizedek refers to him being crucified and resurrected. Commenting on the above text, noted authority Birger A. Pearson states: “Furthermore, the tractate's apparent identification of Melchizedek with Jesus Christ ... is also documented elsewhere in early Christianity, particularly in Egypt. We are drawn to the conclusion that, in the revelation, which the priest Melchizedek has received, he has seen that he himself will have a redemptive role to play as the suffering, dying, resurrected and triumphant Savior, Jesus Christ! ... From what we read ... it seems that the victory of Jesus Christ is the victory of Melchizedek and that, in fact, they are one and the same." Then “I did and do understand the text of the first tractate to imply that Melchizedek was prophesied to return again, as Jesus."
Dead Sea Scroll Discovery of 1947 revealed the Messiah to be a Reincarnation of Melchizedek
In 1947, scrolls from the Jewish Essenes were discovered which affirmed that they believed Melchizedek would reincarnate as the Messiah.
Young Bedouin shepherds, searching for a stray goat around the Dead Sea in Israel entered an undiscovered cave and found jars filled with ancient scrolls discovered these ancient scrolls of profound importance. The Dead Sea Scrolls were scrolls from a monastic group known as the Essenes, dated to be about two thousand years old. The Essenes were an apocalyptic Jewish sect who withdrew from society and established a monastery on the shores of the Dead Sea. It is believed that sometime during the Roman-Jewish war of 66-70 A.D. the Essenes hid their sacred writings.
The Essenes believed in the doctrine of pre-existence and reincarnation and appeared to have been influenced by Gnosticism. The Dead Sea Scrolls prove that the Jewish mystical tradition of divine union went back to the first, perhaps even the third, century B.C.
Biblical scholars were not disturbed by what they found in the Dead Sea Scrolls because they had known all along that the origin of Christianity was not what was commonly supposed to have been.
The first-century Jewish historian Flavius Josephus stated that the Pharisees were believers in reincarnation. Josephus has several long passages dealing with the reincarnation beliefs of both the Essenes and the Pharisees. Josephus writes that the Jews in their secret or esoteric doctrines called the Kabbalah taught reincarnation openly.
The caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found yielded a series of thirteen fragments on Melchizedek which identifies Melchizedek as the one who will carry out the vengeance of God's judgments and the one who delivers the people from the hand of Belial and the spirits of his lot.
The belief that Melchizedek was the Messiah was a strongly held conviction among the Qumran community, as well as among some other Jewish and Gnostic sects in the first century A.D. This becomes apparent in the text entitled "The Last Jubilee" (Dead Sea Scroll: 11Q13, Column 2) about the coming of Melchizedek as the Messiah.
"The Last Jubilee" is a sermon within the "Melchizedek Texts" (also known as "I IQ Melchizedek Text" or " I I Q Melchizedek"). The following is a summary of this sermon: The Last Jubilee text refers in messianic terms to a future King of Righteousness. In the text, this King of Righteousness is described as passing judgment on Belial [Satan] and his followers and after the judgment in heaven comes the destruction of those who have followed Belial rather than God. The text states that "the one designed, by God's favor, for the King of Righteousness (which is what, by his very name, Melchizedek prefigures) will come into his dominion." The time of his coming "into his dominion" is identified as the period, which Isaiah termed the year of favor or "acceptable year of the Lord"
The Biblical reference for this can be found in Isaiah 61:1-2: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to [them that are] bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;”
Jesus made his first appearance in Nazareth and spoke at the synagogue there, and the book of Isaiah was handed to him, Luke 4:17-19 “And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
records that he then found and read the two verses quoted above but stopped after the phrase "acceptable year of the Lord." Bible scholars concluded that by suspending reading without referring to God's day of vengeance, Jesus was distinguishing between his present ministry of grace and the Second Advent when he would carry out God's judgments. On the other hand, his stopping after that phrase may have been for the purpose of emphasis, for it truly was the "year of the Lord."
After Jesus had concluded his reading, verse 21 adds: Luke 4:21 “And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”
Thus in Luke 4:21, Jesus seems to identify himself as the one promised by Isaiah "to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor" when he said, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." And the Melchizedek Texts from the Dead Sea Scrolls identify Melchizedek as the person who will fulfill that prophecy.
In the text "Commentary on the Book of Habakkuk," the "Teacher of Righteousness" is referred to as one "to whom God has made known all the mysteries of His servants the prophets." This Teacher of Righteousness was expected to return and usher in the Messianic Age and according to Jewish tradition to be Elijah or Phinehas or Melchizedek.
At least one respected Dead Sea Scroll authority stated that Jesus in these documents "appears in many respects as an astonishing reincarnation of the Teacher of Righteousness."
I pray I have given you all something to think about and study on. I would like to bring today’s lesson to a close, so shall we pray?

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your enlightenment this day. We also pray that Your word continues to bring us closer to understanding Your will and ways. Please bless and keep all that read this and those that have not yet had the glorious opportunity to know You. Help us be what You would have us to be this week and always this we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen

PAGE  
1

