Sermon 118






March 4th, 2006

 Today’s Holocaust 
 Today I want to open in pray. 

 Dear Heavenly Father, 

We come before You today hungry for Your word with open hearts and minds. Please fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your will for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 Please turn in your bible to the book of 1Kings chapter 11.
I Kings 11:1-8 “But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, [and] Hittites; 2 Of the nations [concerning] which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: [for] surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, [that] his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as [was] the heart of David his father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as [did] David his father. 7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that [is] before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. 8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.” 

 Let’s see God’s reaction to his falling away.

1 Kings 11:9-12 “And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD commanded. 11 Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. 12 Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy father's sake: [but] I will rend it out of the hand of thy son.” 
 Now we need to skip down to verse 29 to see what God did about it. 

1Kings 11:29-38 “And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two [were] alone in the field: 30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that [was] on him, and rent it [in] twelve pieces: 31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel:) 33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do [that which is] right in mine eyes, and [to keep] my statutes and my judgments, as [did] David his father. 34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my servant's sake, whom I chose, because he kept my commandments and my statutes: 35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will give it unto thee, [even] ten tribes. 36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put my name there. 37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do [that is] right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever.” 

God had forbidden the Israelites to worship Chemosh or Molech, Both of them are the gods of fire, Chemosh is Moabite god and Molech is the Ammonite god. But what did they sacrifice to these gods? The people of Moab and Ammon sacrificed their firstborn sons to these gods. Some say the children were to pass through the fire, the fire would be on two sides and the children would walk through the middle. But that is not what Isaiah, Jeremiah or Ezekiel understood. It is clear from reading the prophets that the children were killed and burned. The whole point of the offering consisted, therefore, in the fact that it was a human sacrifice. For what reason? To bring blessing upon the family. The father, with his arms outstretched, holding his firstborn son, he walked toward this statue of a man with the head of a calf and turned down horns. The statue would have its arms out to receive the sacrifice. The child was put in a iron mold of Molech and placed in the fire. Now we see why God called this an abomination.

You may say, how barbaric, some of you may even be repulsed at the fact that people acted like this. Or you may be wondering how civilized people can sacrifice their children in such a way? It is interesting you are repulsed in such a way though. Actually you may even be taken back by the passages we read. How could such a smart man like Solomon, which was raised by a godly man like David and lived a godly life be turned so much that he would practice such things? How could Israel which had seen the mighty workings of God, turn to this detestable god, who is no god at all?
Well to get an idea let’s take a look at what has been going on in the world in our lifetime. It was 1973 when our Supreme Court handed down its decision to allow abortions on demand. This decision gave a woman the right to abortion during the whole pregnancy and defined different levels of state interest for regulating abortion in the second and third trimesters. As a result, the laws of 46 states were affected by the Court’s ruling. Based on accumulative data from the two primary sources of U.S. abortion statistics (Centers for Disease Control and Alan Guttmacher Institute), it's estimated that around one million abortions take place annually and more than 43 million abortions have been performed in the U.S. since 1973. The United States has one of the highest abortion rates among developed countries.
Why are children being aborted? Some are victims of incest or rape, or just abnormalities, then there are those that didn’t want to be a single parent or they had problems in the current relationship, and then there are those that say a child would interfere with their lives or career. Let me take a moment and address the fact about rape. Yes it is horrible, and degrading, yet the child that is growing as a result of it should not be punished. Instead of killing the baby we should be killing the rapist, so he cannot do it again. In biblical when someone stole they got their hand cut off so that they would not do it again. I think the same should hold true for a rapist. But the child should not be held responsible.
I believe that the introduction to the Declaration of Independence, which calls for the pursuit of Life, Liberty and happiness for all, has been more or less changed. For it calls these three things God given inalienable rights. Well I’m sure you have heard it said, “It is a fetus, it is not alive yet” Yet I put it to you that the medical authorities determined a person to be “alive” if there is either a detectable heartbeat or brain-wave activity. It is eye opening to realize that a heartbeat is discernable At 18 days [when the mother is only four days late for her first menstrual period], and by 21 days it is pumping, through a closed circulatory system, blood whose type is different from that of the mother. J.M. Tanner, G. R. Taylor, and the Editors of Time-Life Books, Growth, New York: Life Science Library, 1965, p 
Brain waves have been recorded at 40 days on the Electroencephalogram (EEG). H. Hamlin, "Life or Death by EEG," JAMA, Oct. 12, 1964, p. 120 
Brain function, as measured on the Electroencephalogram, "appears to be reliably present in the fetus at about eight weeks gestation," or six weeks after conception. J. Goldenring, "Development of the Fetal Brain," New England Jour. of Med., Aug. 26, 1982, p. 564 
Only several generations ago, doctors used the ending of respiration to measure the end of human life. 
This is no longer true, for the use of artificial ventilators is common. Only one generation ago, doctors were using the ending of the heartbeat to measure the end of human life. This is no longer true, for now the heart can be stopped and restarted for different operations. It also may stop during a heart attack and sometimes can be restarted. 
Today, the definitive and final measure of the end of human life is brain death. This happens when there is irreversible cessation of total brain function. The final scientific measurement of this is the permanent ending of brain waves. Since all authorities accept that the end of an individual’s life is measured by the ending of his brain function (as measured by brain waves on the EEG), would it not be logical for them to at least agree that individual’s life began with the onset of that same human brain function as measured by brain waves recorded on that same instrument? 
So then how many babies are aborted? Worldwide about 55 million babies are aborted every year. And those are the reported cases. You might sit back and say well that is mostly in those third world countries or communists’ countries where they do not value life as we do here in the states. Yet, in the US alone over 1.6 million babies are aborted every year and that number is climbing. That is about 3% of all abortions are done here in America, a land founded on Godly principals, whose declaration of Independence declares that all people have the God given right to life, liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
What we need to do is look at what God did in Israel because of this grievous sin.
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: 32 (But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel:) 33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do [that which is] right in mine eyes, and [to keep] my statutes and my judgments, as [did] David his father.”
God handed them over to their enemies; they became a divided nation that was eventually carried off into captivity. God removed his blessing on Israel; he made them a poor nation that would continually be overrun by others. (Assyria, Babylon, Greek, and Romans) Eventually they became a dispersed nation and for nearly 1900 years they were a people without a home, wanderers around the earth, like Cain. That could be our future as well.
What could we do? Well we can teach our child, educate ourselves and pray. But first we must realize we are in a war and know that there are physical handicaps as well as emotional scars placed upon the inflicted in this abortion was, but also know that there are the courageous survivors that emerge triumphant for this war. We don’t seem to here as much as we should from them. The following are just a few. Gianna Jessen, Jim Kelly, Sarah Smith, Sarah Brown, Ana Rosa Rodriguez, Baby Claire, Baby Grace, Baby Hope. These are not names well known in America. But they should be. They are the names of a few of the survivors of the longest, deadliest war in U.S. history: the 30-year Abortion War. 
Wars are brutal, terrible things, inflicting death, destruction, and misery on whole populations. One of the most terrible and common features of war is its destructive impact on moral conscience and common decency. The "enemy" is frequently reduced through propaganda to subhuman status to justify the most atrocious behavior by "our" side. In the past three decades of the Abortion War, nearly 40 million children have been brutally murdered in the womb in the United States alone. This has been possible, largely, because of the effectiveness of an insidious propaganda campaign that has succeeded in convincing millions of Americans that the defenseless, unborn child is not a baby, a human, a tiny person, a gift from God, but merely a depersonalized blob of "tissue," to be disposed of if it interferes with one’s life plans or career trajectory. 
Sarah Smith, Ana Rosa Rodriguez, Gianna Jessen, and their fellow survivors are unanswerable, living refutations of this incredible lie. They are "blobs of tissue" that survived "botched" abortions. Against all odds, their lives were preserved to bear witness against the spirit of this age, which counsels that convenience, self-indulgence, and self-worship are the highest good. The refusal of the pro-abortion Establishment media to report their stories is understandable; any coverage of these survivors devastatingly exposes the lie. Any photograph of these miraculous survivors instantly, visually establishes the fact of their humanness. 
There is one of these botched abortion baby out they today defending life I’d like to tell you something about her. 
Gianna Jessen is a beautiful, bubbly, talented young lady whose singing and testimony have delighted, moved, and inspired audiences worldwide. Twenty-two years ago, Gianna was scheduled for an appointment with death. Because her mother was already in the 24th week of her pregnancy, the abortionist opted for the saline method. The doctor injected a saline (salt water) solution into the amniotic fluid surrounding baby Gianna. In this type of abortion, the caustic, toxic saline solution slowly poisons the baby while burning its tender skin. Gianna was supposed to be delivered dead the following day. But God, apparently, had other plans for this little one. Gianna was born alive, though small, premature, and badly burned and injured from the saline abortion. A nurse rushed her from the abortion clinic to a hospital, where she spent the first three months of her infancy. She was then placed with a foster family specializing in high-risk babies. 
The doctors said Gianna would never be able to sit up by herself, let alone walk, run, jump, and play like "normal" children. The abortion procedure had deprived her brain of oxygen and had left her with severe cerebral palsy. But at the age of three she was defying the medical experts and walking with the aid of a walker. She has undergone a number of painful operations that have enhanced her muscular control and coordination. This writer first interviewed Gianna in 1991, when she was 14 years old ("The Lone Survivor," December 31, 1991). "I still limp," the effervescent teenager said, "but I can walk, run, dance, and jump. Maybe not as well as you or a lot of other people, but I do O.K. for me." In a recent telephone interview, Gianna told THE NEW AMERICAN that she has added rock climbing to her repertoire of athletic skills. 
For the past decade, since the age of 12, when she discovered the truth about her birth, Gianna has been a highly effective champion for the pro-life cause. With an angelic singing voice, a winning personality, and a uniquely compelling and heroic survival story, she has dramatically impacted audiences worldwide. She has spoken at schools, churches, and pro-life conferences throughout the United States and in England, Ireland, Spain, India, Australia, and Mexico. 
She also testified before the Constitution Subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee on April 22, 1996. On that occasion she said: "I am happy to be alive. I almost died. Every day I thank God for life. I do not consider myself a by-product of conception, a clump of tissue, or any other of the titles given to a child in the womb. I do not consider any person conceived to be any of those things." 
 There is no such thing as an accident. Conception is a miracle. It takes a miracle from God for the egg to be fertilized.
Genesis 30:22 “And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. “ 
1 Samuel 1:5 “But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the LORD had shut up her womb.” 
Isaiah 44:2 “Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, [which] will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen.” 
Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, [and] I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations..” 
When we become impregnated, the cycle stops. You may still have some leftover signs while the spirit of God deals with you, but when GOD puts something deep inside your Spirit the cycle will stop.
Hosea 9:14 “Give them, O LORD: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts.” 
When something is birthed in side us it must grow.
Genesis 38:27-30 “And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins [were] in her womb. 28  And it came to pass, when she travailed, that [the one] put out [his] hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first. 29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? [this] breach [be] upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez. 30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called Zarah.”

We must also remember that children are our inheritance from God. Psalm 127:3 “Lo, children [are] an heritage of the LORD: [and] the fruit of the womb [is his] reward.”
This holocaust is going on right now, these unborn children need us to speak for them; we may never get that law changed. But we can educate people and show them there is a choice, and help them choose life and no longer choose to sacrifice children to the god of continence. In Israel, Josiah tore down the altars to Molech and the other gods, we can do the same by simply teaching others the truth of life and the gift we have in Jesus.

I do want you to understand that abortion is not the unforgivable sin. Those who have had abortions and those who performed them can and will be forgiven, if they repent. Let us teach our children and others, there are alternatives and show them the Love that God has for them and the children. 
Let us pray. 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for Your words of wisdom and ask that You help each of us to spread Your word of life for all among our fellow man, in hopes that the knowledge of Your hatred for this act will be acknowledged and stopped. We pray You forgive those who have already taken a life in ignorance and that You enlighten them to the facts. This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen
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