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Our Hope Of Heaven 

Today beloved, I want to explore a verse from Psalms, so let’s first take a look at it. Psalms 17:15 "As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.” 

The subject being spoken about in this verse is heaven. Have you ever wondered what heaven will be like and what sort of people we have to be if we hope to get into heaven one day? That is what is being talked about in these words. 

Now some have asked if there is an Old and a New Testament Heaven and I’d like to say just a little on that subject to familiarize everyone with them. 

Do you realize that before Jesus Christ came there were true saints who had faith, just like in the world today there are true Believers who have faith, a strong and undying faith? I’m sure you realize that in the Old Testament those who were believers looked forward to going to heaven, just as Believers do today. God shows us in many places in the Old Testament that His people have the same hope of going to glory and to heaven as Believers today. We must not suppose that Old Testament saints went to some sort of second-class heaven and that Believers today will go to a first-class heaven. No, no! The Old Testament and the New Testament saints form one people under God, one true Church. 

Believers from the Old Testament will be in the same heaven as Believers in the New Testament age. I tell you today that I do realize that there have been some people who wrongly have taught the opposite. However I am going to attempt to make it very clear today.

You see the Bible tells us that there is one heaven for all the people of God not just some but ALL. 

What is talked about here in today’s text, Psalms 17:15, which we are looking at is Our Hope Of Heaven. Let me give you some reasons why it is very important that we know about this hope of heaven and who has a right to take pleasure in this hope. One reason why it is an appropriate subject is that very recently, as you know, a member of our church family past away. Everybody would like to say the nicest and the kindest things possible; indeed it is our duty to believe the kindest things possible of everybody. We should never say that we know that somebody has not gone to heaven, for that is judgmental and a sin. We don't have that right or the knowledge. Jesus alone knows who is going to heaven and who in not going, just as God alone knew in the Old Testament days. We can say that those who put their faith in Christ are counted worthy to go to heaven and usually show some signs of their worthiness here in this life. The hope of heaven is something that is given to Believers and not to everyone. Those who love and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ are the ones who have the right to hope to go to heaven. It is made very clear in the Bible that no one else has any right whatever to hope to go to heaven.

Another reason why this is a timely theme is because we live in an age of many troubles. Not only are Believers troubled about the state of the world today but also it would seem that all people are. There's something about this modern world that seems to have gone off the deep end. It's like a hugh machine that something has gone wrong with. It is a time that is very complicated and hard for people to live in, not only for Believers but also the non-Believers. There are many sad things happening within families, the society, amongst old people and especially young people; troubles that a lot of people are not mentally equipped to handle. Such as troubles they come face to face with daily on every level, their married lives; their work, their recreation, their health and all other forms and aspects of life. All these troubles should make us desire to go to heaven just because there are no troubles in heaven, also there is no sadness. There are no temptations or sicknesses in heaven. It is a perfect place and it is a perfect state. The Bible calls it "everlasting life". 

If we are truly wise then we would look at this life as being short and our great desire would be to prepare for the world after death and to desire to be counted worthy to enter in to God's eternal rest: the saint's everlasting rest. 

I gave these as reasons why this is an important theme for us to consider at this time: the hope of heaven. What then will heaven be like? Let me point out in verse 15 several things, which are being told us about heaven. The first thing is that heaven is a place where we shall see God. "As for me, I will behold thy face"; he's talking to God, 'Your' face or 'Thy' face. 'Thy' is simply the same as 'Your' - it's an old word meaning 'Your'. "I will behold your face oh God", is what he is saying. So he's looking forward to being in heaven and he's saying here that when he gets to heaven he will see His face. That's the first thing. Then we are told that heaven is a place where people see the very face of God. You can't see God's face in this world, can you? The Bible is the nearest thing we have to seeing God in this life. We can see a little bit of God in the universe because He created it. If we are spiritually minded people we should look up to the heaven and see the beauty of the world that God has made and the beauty of the earth. These things tell us something about God; they tell us that He is wise and powerful and good. When we turn to the Bible we learn more about God. We discover there that He is ready to save our souls, ready to forgive our sins and He tells us the way of faith and shows us the way to heaven. Therefore, the Bible is the nearest way we have of seeing the face of God in this life. But those who are counted worthy to enter into heaven will actually see the very face of God Himself. And they will see His face forever. That's the first thing.

Now, the second thing we are told about heaven is that we shall see God's face in righteousness. That is to say, heaven is a place where people can only go if they are righteous. That is why it is so important to accept Jesus’ offer of salvation. No one here on earth is counted fit, worthy or deserving, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, except those who are covered by Christ, they are the ones that appear righteous before God. 

The next thing we are told about heaven is that we shall be perfectly satisfied when we get there. Can you imagine being perfectly satisfied? No? Me either, except the bible tells us we will be and that will be awesome. 

Notice the way he phrases that - " I shall be satisfied," he said. You know very well that nothing fully satisfies us in this life, not family, job or money. We have many things that bring us happiness, pleasure, comfort and satisfaction up to a point, but nothing does it completely. We are like children. How many of you have heard this one "Buy me this game and I’ll never ask you for anything else as long as I live." Then for a week or so they are satisfied and then they get very tired of it and lay it aside. Or this one, "If you buy me that ball or that bat, I'll never ask for another thing. I'll be satisfied for the rest of my life” that lasted for another week. That's the way we are just like children; because we ask the Father for things but quickly get bored and expect more. 

Everything in this life is a bit like that, more or less. All earthly pleasures soon come to an end they are quickly exhausted. We quickly get bored and we must have something else. It's true of almost everything in this life. Nothing completely fills our hearts with satisfaction all the time. Heaven will be a state where we shall be fully and completely satisfied, never wanting for anything. Our hearts will be overflowing with gladness and contentment. That's why he puts it this way. " I shall be satisfied "

Still another thing he tells us is that we shall be satisfied when we awake. He's referring here to the day of the resurrection when the body comes back from the grave that is called the general resurrection. The end of the world will be the time when the trumpet of God is blown in heaven by the angels. The angel will blow the trumpet, that's called the 'last trumpet', and the dead in Christ shall rise. We shall rise to meet the Lord in the air as we see it in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 “Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Those are wonderful words, "... so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

The final thing he tells us about heaven is that we shall bear God's likeness. " I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.” So we see that the reference then to waking here is waking from the grave.

That is to say that in heaven Believers will no longer only be in the imagine of God but shall have His mannerisms, of course not in every sense, but in this sense, that they will be perfectly holy, absolutely pure; they will never do any wrong thing any more, as we do sadly so often in this life. 

There are five things then said there about heaven and I want speak about some of them and take them up this morning. Will you notice the first thing? That heaven is a state of complete and total satisfaction he says, "I shall be satisfied, when I awake..." There are all sorts of people who have the hope of getting to heaven. Not only Believers hope to be in heaven one day, but all other people do, more or less, as well. God has put an instinct into man's heart; we all know by instinct that after this life there is something to come and there is something good to come. All sorts of people therefore, have the hope of heaven. 

I want to explain to you beloved, something of remarkable importance, it has to do with the difference between the Believer’s way of thinking about heaven and the non-Believer’s way of thinking about heaven. There is a great difference between these two and this is the difference. Worldly people look forward to their idea of heaven as a place where they will have happiness and fulfillment without God. They want happiness without God. They want a sort of everlasting party in which the drinks are ever flowing and the food is always being brought to the table and they are everlastingly eating, drinking, and do what ever makes them happy. 

Now that’s not entirely wrong for the Bible does tell us that heaven will be like a feast, however we must be careful how we understand that. 

A true Believer’s desire for heaven is not that he might be eating, drinking and doing what ever he wants; for a true Believer desires to enjoy God and that’s what a Believer’s idea of heaven is! It is a place where forever he can enjoy God’s and enjoy being in His presence, and near Jesus. Able to talk to both face-to-face, and also able just to enjoy gazing upon God and being like God. Can you see the difference? It's the difference between wanting happiness without God and wanting happiness in God, and with God and from God. That is the great difference between the two. The real Believer looks upon heaven as the place where he is going to take pleasure in God forever and he will have an eternal satisfaction in that place to come.

Let me stop here a moment and make a comment. Dearly beloved, this is why a Believer lives a different kind of life in this world that sets them apart from other people. A Believer does not want to do what is wrong, he does not want to displease God, he doesn't want to sin against God. Yet at times he cannot stop himself for it is a curse of this world. This is the reason why he or she wants to get to heaven. They realizes that not everybody will get to heaven because they remember the words of Jesus Christ, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." Matthew 7:21-23

The door will be shut in some of their faces and they will be shut out of heaven and the Believer knows this. He knows that heaven is not something automatic never has been since the fall of Adam and never will be. We're not going to get there without first of all accepting Jesus. We don't get to heaven without a new heart and a new nature. We don't get to heaven laden with worldliness and with sin. That's why a Believer lays aside swearing and cursing and Sabbath breaking; that's why he doesn't live a worldly profane life. God has shown us that the way to heaven is a narrow way; we have to deny ourselves and to behave in a manner different from the rest of the world. We have to be prepared for people to make fun of at us and mock us and to speak evil about us. To say that we are narrow-minded, old fashioned and living a queer sort of life yet a Believer doesn't care. His or Her only concern is to get to heaven and they know that the way there is a way, which is narrow and afflicted. If you are not living that kind of life then you might as well give up all hope of ever entering into heaven for the road to heaven is a long narrow path. 

The way to heaven, I say, is a way of righteousness, a way of holiness, a way of pleasing God, a way of striving to keep His Commandments, a way of following the Lord Jesus Christ; denying ourselves and taking up His cross. Beloved, if you meet people who tell you that everybody is going to go to heaven, you know they are telling you a lie for the Bible denies it. We must watch out who we listen to. Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

If you meet people who say that worldly folk who have lived for the pleasures of this life - drinking and wickedness - that they are all going to get to heaven the same as the rest, you know it's not true. Don't you believe it! They may be great people and rich people but it doesn't make any difference. Let’s see what Peter told us. “Then Peter opened [his] mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons”: Act 10:34 So you see God is no respecter of persons. We must live the narrow, prudent, holy, God-fearing life if we hope to get there. But when we get there it will have all been worth it for the Psalmist says, we shall be fully satisfied. 

The next thing I want you to remember is the fact that you will get to see God’s face. 

Yes, Heaven is a seeing God's face. 

I know I've said it before but I want to dwell on it just a little bit longer. Man was made originally for fellowship with God. Man was not made for endless sports, eating and things of this world but God created man in the beginning for the soul to have a place to dwell. This soul was made to have fellowship with God our Maker. Our first father, Adam, used to have fellowship with God in the beginning. God walked with Adam, our first father. God used to talk to man just as you and I talk. God used to appear in the Garden of Eden and He would talk to man in the cool of the day when the work was over. Man's greatest pleasure originally was God, just fellowshipping, talking and sharing his life with God. That was all changed when Adam disobeyed his Maker and hid from Him. God drove him out of the Garden of Eden. 

Of course I want you to understand that it was then that all the troubles in this life began, they are the direct result of the sin of Adam. Do you all understand now that it was because Adam sinned all these troubles have come upon us, like sickness, death and disappointment. All these things are the evil fruits of Adam's disobedience. 

We have to learn to live with them however all through history there has been amongst the people of God this hope of glory and this hope of heaven. God has given us wonderful testimonies throughout the Bible of the way in which His people have hoped for heaven. 

The following is about one of my favorite. It is about Job.

One of these testimonies to the reality of heaven is found in the book of Job, in the nineteenth chapter. Job was a great saint in the Old Testament and he said, “For I know [that] my redeemer liveth, and [that] he shall stand at the latter [day] upon the earth: 26 And [though] after my skin [worms] destroy this [body], yet in my flesh shall I see God: 27 Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; [though] my reins be consumed within me.” Job 19:25-27 Can you see the hope he had? It was to see God in heaven. 

Another one is when King David died.  David's last words were awesome; you should read them and study them again and again. David said, " Although my house [be] not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all [things], and sure: for [this is] all my salvation, and all [my] desire, although he make [it] not to grow.”2 Samuel 23:5
David is referring there to the fact that there were many things that were wrong in his own family; some of his children had done evil things; he himself, had come far short of the glory of God. "Although my house be not so with God"; he had unconverted sons and unconverted daughters and there were sins enough in the family but he said, in spite of that, in spite of the fact I have not been the man I should have been, "God has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure." That is just another way of saying, "I know I'm going to go to heaven. God will make sure of that.” He knows the way. He will conduct me there. He will guide me there and show me His glory. I shall see the glory of God in the end of my journey."

There are many other texts like that. But will you notice, the only way in which a person can get to heaven is when he has this righteousness mentioned in the verse we are looking at, "I will behold thy face in righteousness" Psalms 17:15 

There are at least three things, I believe, which are referred to here by this word 'righteousness'. Righteousness you may be wondering what is she talking about? Well the first thing, I believe, is we must obtain the righteousness of Jesus Christ so we can cloth our nakedness otherwise we will never get into heaven. We have got to believe in Christ for ourselves, personally. We must have the charge of Christ's righteousness to us. This is what we call justification. It is in the New Testament, very clearly this is what the saints believe. They believed in Christ: unto righteousness, unto justification and we have got to have that first of all. If we don't believe in Christ then we cannot possibly have this righteousness placed on us, or accounted to us, or imputed to us, or whichever way you wish to say it. This is the beginning; we must have this righteousness of Christ.

The next thing that is meant by this righteousness is that we've got to live a righteous life. That doesn't mean the same thing as a perfect life in anyway for we will certainly never do that in this world. However a Believer must not only believe in Christ but he must strive in his own personal life to be righteous. For the bible tells us that we must accept Jesus as well as do the will of the Father. That is to say, we must keep the Commandments of God. That is righteousness. That is the standard of righteousness, keeping the law of God, which is simply another way of saying we are to love God with all our heart and mind as well as loving our neighbor as ourselves. Love is simply another word for the Law of God being fulfilled. Love is the fulfilling of the Moral Law and we must therefore, have that.

The easiest way for us to do that is to study the life of Christ. 

We must walk in His steps. Christ is the only perfect man who ever lived and indeed, to follow in His steps is to live a righteous life. He says here, if we have this righteousness then when we come to heaven we shall see the glory of God. 

Now I’d like to draw your attention to the fact that the vision of God that Believer’s have of heaven is to see all three Persons of the Holy Trinity: that means the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. That's an amazing thing because, of course, many Believers take the view that all we shall see of God is in Christ alone. They can quote Scripture of course, to appear to prove that point. They quote the text, "he that hath seen me hath seen the Father" John 14:9  This of course, is perfectly true because those who saw Christ in this world saw someone who was the very image of God. However my take on understanding the Bible is that we shall see Christ, the Father, and the Spirit which is why we shall recognize these Persons as distinct, from the other; one God but three unspeakably glorious and wondrous Persons. The bible tells us that God watched down on Jesus’ baptism. “And there came a voice from heaven, [saying], Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Mark 1:11

The presence of God which we shall have and the vision of God we shall have, will be of all Three. A little confused? Well, let me give you a text of Scripture that helped me. You will find it in 1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” you have these words "

Very often we interpret those words to mean the Lord Jesus Christ when we shall see the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be like Him. Professor John Murray pointed out in his sermons and writings that the context in 1 John 3 is not in reference to the Lord Jesus Christ but is in fact reference to God the Father. Let’s read verse 3:1 “

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." Can you see now that the reference here is to God the Father and he claimed very strongly in his writing that he thinks that is one of the proofs, in glory when we are satisfied with the image of God we shall behold the face of the Father as well as of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible helps to prepare us as the scriptures guide us in being as close as can be here on this earth to God.

I believe the Bible is given to us in order to prepare us all for heaven if we are Believers. The Bible in this present world tells us very clearly that God is threefold which means that there are three Persons. It seems to me impossible but having been told that He is three in Person don’t you think that we should also enjoy the vision of that in heaven because the Bible is given to prepare us for all that we are to take pleasure in, in heaven. If in this life we are told that God is three in Person then surely in heaven we are to benefit from that fact. Whereas to us in this life it is a great mystery, I mean honestly who can pretend to understand it. God is one in essence and three in Persons. We can acknowledge these things yet cannot fully understand them, but once in heaven we shall both fully understand and completely take pleasure in the fact. This is what the Psalmist refers to, "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness." "I will behold thy face." Gazing upon God is what will make heaven 'blessed' above everything else. To see God must be the very pinnacle of all the ambition of every Believer. 

One more thing before I close. I want you to think very hard about this. When we come to the glory in heaven, we shall be with out sin we shall be perfect. When I wake, I shall bear thy likeness, he said. That should be the desire of all Believers. We all want to be like God in holiness, purity, and perfection. However in this life, and this fleshy body we Believers are living among sin and grieve over it however in heaven a Believer will be saved to sin and will not have to tolerate it any longer. When God created Adam and Eve they were perfect at first, but he was given the right of choice. He could sin or not but he choose to sin. However, when Believers make it to heaven they will be at such a happy state that it will be impossible for them ever to sin again. No wonder beloved, the Psalmist was happy when he wrote these words. "As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness" Psalms 17:15 As I close today I would like to leave you with a question, one only you can answer. Is this your personal hope? Well, if it is, how happy you must be, but if not, when will you wake up to your need for Christ? I pray you have a happy and blessed week.

Shall we pray?

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank you for your many blessings and Your words of wisdom. We need them more now then ever, Lord we delight in Your rule and Your kingdom is moving and all of creation shall one day glorify Your name. We lift our hearts to You today and ask that You forgive us in Jesus’ name. Amen

