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May 13th, 2006

OUR LEADERS IN TIME

This morning we might turn our attention for a little while to words that were written in the last chapter of Hebrews. And for guiding our thoughts I have chosen verses seven and eight where the writer says, “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of [their] conversation. 8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” Hebrews 13:7&8 

It was brought to my attention last week that some people actually feel that they have the right to tell God’s people what to say in their sermons. And have actually threaded some churches with no more funding if they do not comply. However I am happy to say we can continue to preach the Lord’s word and condemn all evil doings of people and government with out worry for we are not funded by anyone other then our Lord God and His Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Now, with that said I want you to know that in some states here in the United States some people have pushed prayer out of our schools, while teaching our children they came from animals and same sex marriages are just fine. I think that one they forgot Leviticus20:13 “ If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood [shall be] upon them.”
I have actually heard that some so-called Believers adhere to the world being millions of years old. However they must have forgotten Exodus 20:11 “For [in] six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them [is], and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

Nevertheless as unbelievable as that all is now they actually want us to preach in our Father’s house only certain things which they sanctify and not preach on the evils that lie about us in our nation, cities and government. Yet hundreds of years ago our founding fathers thought freedom of speech was very necessary and granted us that right in the constitution. Historically, at times of national stress whether real or imagined the First Amendment rights come under enormous pressure. During the "Red Scare" of the early 1920s, thousands were deported for their political views. During the McCarthy period, the infamous blacklist ruined lives and careers. Today, the creators, producers and distributors of popular culture are often blamed for the nation’s deep social problems. Today’s political parties are calling for censorship threatening to wear down free speech. However the First Amendment exists precisely to protect the most offensive and controversial speech from government suppression. The best way to counter obnoxious speech is with more speech. Persuasion, not oppression, is the solution. We might to good to listen to our fore fathers for a change and not the people trying to take away our rights.

First of all scripture tells us that we are to think of our leaders in time. "Remember them which have the rule over you", that does not just mean government, police, mom and dad, it is also speaking of the rule over you in spiritual things as well. "Remember them which have the rule over you who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation." Hebrews 13:7 And remember it is a good thing sometimes to look back, and that's what I want us to do for a few moments. Let us look back at our leaders in time. I was going through the Revised Standard Version Bible and it added some to it so it translates that verse like this, "Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God: consider the outcome of their life and imitate their faith." Hebrews 13:7 Well then, who were these departed guides whose lives we are to remember, and who by God's grace we are to imitate insofar as they followed God? 

Well I’d have to say Noah is one. You remember that great man, a truly righteous man? And all through his life he listened to and did God’s will. He even built a gigantic ark at God’s binding which took him one hundred and twenty years to build it. Day after day people watched him laying the groundwork. They saw him putting in the ribs of the ship and setting in the planks. They even watched him pitching it within and without. They saw him doing everything and they are astonished, yet offered no help and they even said he was mad for there was no sea nearby. They wondered why he was building this huge thing however everyday he worked on it his work was a warning to that generation of the coming Judgment! You know they mock him, until suddenly one day the rain began to fall. It fell the second and third day: the first week the second week, and it continued falling for forty days and forty nights, while those people outside the ark began to perished. God saw to it that this righteous man with his family, and the animals were safe and secure in the ark then suddenly the gigantic vessel was floating on the water. How wonderful is God’s grace. 

And then of course there is Abraham; wasn't he also a friend of God? A man who gave obedience to what God commanded him to do. And do we not think of Abraham's son Isaac, as one of the most Christ-like men in the Old Testament that you can read of. And what about Jacob, a man who realized the worthwhile ness of the things of God, so that he coveted his father’s blessing?

Then of course there is Joseph, the man who kept his uprightness in the prison in Egypt, and who was used mightily by God for the deliverance of his people? 

And so we could go on to Moses, to David, to Elijah, then to all the prophets. Think of these people! Think of the memory that they have left behind. Think of the words that they have spoken to us. And then going onto the New Testament times, what about Matthew, Mark, Peter, James and John and yes even Stephen, and the many more saints unknown to us. 

I tell you we must cherish their memory and above all cherish their teachings. See how they made their way through the world, and see how wonderful was the exit from this world into God's paradise above. We need to once again follow God’s teachings. Families should raise and take care of their children it is not the government’s job nor was it ever suppose to be. Since they took over I want you to take a good long look at what our children are turning out to be. Notice how many have been killing themselves and others, as well as taking drugs in an attempt to find a better world. Try researching history and see how children use to behave and honor their parents.

How lovely were the people in biblical times walking in the commandments of God and how noble they were in death. Consider them, just as you would look at a soldier who had just won a great victory. I believe we should scrutinize them up and down and look at these Godly heroes of the past and try to be like them. That is if we ever want a real chance to join them.

I talked about our rights being taken from us. However there is another problem very few take notice of today, which is we don’t pay attention. We know we have a right to vote our congress members in and out, but so many people have decided that it just doesn’t matter because they seem to just put in whom they want, or rather who ever can afford to buy their way in. At the top of the pedestal, you see, there is a figurehead that cares about, well only God knows for sure. And who is he? Well, we do know that he has been on vacations when emergencies have arose, we know that he has put us right back in national debt after his short time in office and it was cleared up before he came on the seen, we know that all the senators and congressmen/woman think they don’t get paid enough to sit and do nothing on our behave. While the figurehead sits safely in the white house under armed guard figuring out who to actually listen to in order to make the most money before his retirement from office. 

So you see we should stop before going any further away from God and begin remembering God created us as well as the very ground we stand on. God put some very great men in our past and we need to try to be like them before we lose our chance for paradise in God’s kingdom.

We need to realize that the people governing us today fall way short in comparison with the magnitude of God, and His offer of life and love as well as way short of Christ. 

What lessons we can learn from the Godly people of the past? Well we might try listening to the Lord and helping the poor, especially the poor young people. We need to feed youngsters no matter race, not only food, but the word of our Father, just as Jesus did. Mark 10:14 “But when Jesus saw [it], he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.”
 We need to make time for our families and help our neighbors for we see that God said to love our neighbors as ourselves. Matthew 22:39 “ And the second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”
We need to get back to being what God wants us to be. And then we can think, and be thrilled, with our life and we can be dedication to spreading His great word to all who will listen throughout the world. 

So this week please remember the people in scripture as well as the founding fathers who built this country on God and seek to duplicate their lives and their faith in so far as they did so, with regard to following Jesus Christ. We remember the way they lived, the faith they exercised and the way they died. I ask you today to cleave to Jesus Christ and strengthen your faith by all means and when hazard hits turn to our Lord. Be moved to do so by the memories found in scripture and of deceased righteous people. Contemplate the issue of their life, and their death in faith. Attempt to imitate these believing, faithful men and women. Be moved above all by the consideration that in the great object of our faith, we have One that can satisfy all spiritual needs. And that is “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. " Hebrews 13:8 
And that leads me on to this point. We've been looking at our 'leaders in time', now let’s just for a while look at our 'timeless leader'. You may be wondering who that is. Well, our 'timeless leader' is Jesus Christ: the same yesterday and today and forever. The early Believers worshipped God, Jehovah, they also knew that Jesus was God and that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit who was God to be with them. This complex truth was therefore found embodied in the use of the word (Trinity). It is not a word that Jesus used, it is not even found in the Bible, but it is used to describe what we know about God. This is important! It does not explain God by any means nobody could do that. It just describes what we know. The doctrine of the Trinity talks about the nature of God. Most Believers understand, that One God exists in three persons.

I think in our studies of the Trinity we might do well to try to start at the beginning rather than jumping in half way through the story. So here we go. “In the beginning was the Word.”

The Gospel according to John begins with two amazing verses.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. “ John 1:1&2

The link to the opening words of the Old Testament is Intentional. Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  Genesis does not attempt to explain God but simply declares the fact of his creative work. When the first pages of our Bibles are opened God is already there. The Bible is God’s gift to man and its truths are for men’s benefit. There are many truths that are not in the Bible but here we have all we can ever need to know how God regards men and how we are to regard God.

This opening sentence tells us that God is ‘older’ than the creation. The scriptures reveal later that God is eternal and without beginning or ending. The phrase ‘in the beginning’ introduces a time frame in which the remainder of man’s story is unfolded; here we find its beginning and in the book of the Revelation we find its conclusion. But God began the beginning; when the beginning was begun God already ‘was’. The human mind can only work with events in a time frame. We may use words like ‘eternal’ but our mind is not designed to work with these concepts. Let’s look at Psalms 90:2 “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou [art] God.” 

When John began his story he consciously opens at this same point; in the ‘time’ before time, before the beginning was begun. Those who knew Genesis might have expected him to start with the words in the beginning (was) God, but he doesn’t. In the first verse he makes known two distinguishable identities; the Word and the one he calls God. He tells the relationship between these two identities; their individual characteristic and their unity in equality; theologians call this astonishing revelation, the trinity. They have tried to express the inexpressible in careful sentences to keep out error but their statements are by no means the last word. 

If we read ahead a little in John’s account we read of an event in the history of one of these persons. John 1:14 “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” We shall return to this verse later but for now we can use it to further identify one of the persons we read of in the first sentences. The word became flesh i.e. human; a person who was not human became human. As the story unfolds it becomes quite clear that John is speaking about the person known to history as Jesus of Nazareth. Other recorders of events tell the story of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. He is known, to a certain degree, in history and his life was lived in a well-known time frame. He had a beginning, middle and an end; or so it seemed at first. But the Bible tells us that the beginning of Jesus of Nazareth was like no beginning ever before. He was not ‘fathered’ but was virgin born. In fact, the natural birth of Jesus of Nazareth was the Word becoming flesh. No one would speak of an ordinary child, in reference to his birth, by saying ‘he became human’. Someone could only ‘become human’ who was not ‘human’ before he ‘became human’. Who was this then, whose conception was a ‘point of entry’ into the human race? It is to explain this amazing fact that John begins his account as he does. If he was not human before he was human (who was he?) or should I say (what was he?)

What options do we have? Some religions believe in the possibility of re-incarnation however the Bible dismisses this possibility very plainly. Let’s now turn to Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” 

One religious group teach that an angel became human, but again the Bible dismisses that possibility Hebrews 1:6 “And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.” This command to ‘all the angels’ would have resulted in Jesus of Nazareth worshipping himself. Don’t you think? What other options do we have in identifying the one who became human? The possibilities have narrowed to only one possible ‘suspect’; God became human. How could this be?

John uses a very simple word four times in his opening sentences. It is the verb ‘was’ meaning ‘to exist’. But he uses it in the ‘imperfect tense’ which is the way we, and they, expressed continual past states. It is like opening a door into a room, seeing a seated person and then recounting your experience. “when I entered” you say “he was sitting in a chair”. That ‘was sitting’ is your ‘imperfect tense’. From the moment your story begins someone was ‘already sitting’. When John opens his door upon the ‘beginning’ someone ‘already was’. John 1:1&2 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.. 2 The same was in the beginning with God.”
The same was in the beginning with God. In the beginning, the Word (already) was, and the Word was (already) with God, and the Word was (already) God. The same was (already) in the beginning with God. It is mind-blowing, but it is God’s revelation entrusted to John, and to us.

Our Lord is our Leader, ever the same. Never will be out of date. Who is He? He is Jesus Christ, and I want you to know these two names declare on the one hand, the manhood of our Lord; and on the other hand, the Godhood of our Lord. 

Let's look at these two points. Jesus: it's the name given to our Lord at His birth; it means Joshua, it means deliverer. It leads our minds back to the great leader of God's ancient people whose task it was, after the death of Moses, to lead the children of Israel across the Jordan and into the Promised Land. And before Jesus was born, you remember the angel came to Joseph. Let’s see what they said to him in Matthew 1:20&21 “But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

And throughout His ministry, our Lord was referred to as Jesus of Nazareth; that is the name of His manhood; that is the name of our saviour. And Dearly Beloved, it's a beautiful name. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds, in a Believer’s ear. It soothes their sorrows, heals their wounds, and drives away their fear. It makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled beast. 

Are you anything like me and thought must of the time when you will be passing away. Do you get doubts and fears? Well it has helped me think of Jesus at that time and what I want to ask Him. There is one thing that I hope for and that is, if I'm still conscious at the end of my days, that my mind won't be dwelling on other people or place but that my mind will be on Jesus, my Saviour, and Lord.

Has it ever crossed you mind why He was not only given the name 'Jesus', but also the name 'Christ'. Well, Christ is our Lord's divine name. You may ask, What does it mean? It means the 'Anointed One'. After forty days of temptation in the wilderness, Jesus entered the synagogue in Nazareth, and He did an astonishing thing. He read from the book of the prophet Isaiah, and these are the words that Jesus read. Isaiah 61:1 " The Spirit of the Lord GOD [is] upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to [them that are] bound; " 

And throughout the New Testament Jesus is repeatedly referred to as 'Christ'. And that is the name that links our Lord to the Godhead. It's the name that emphasizes for us, the true glory of Jesus. So when someone says, Jesus Christ, they are beginning with the manhood and move on to the Godhood of our Savior. And in these names you see, he shows us how timeless our Leader is. He is the God-man who redeems His people from their sins and brings them to God. And because our Savior and Lord is the same yesterday, today and forever, it means this - that your salvation and my salvation is a sure thing. His love for us is constant. You see, the love that He expressed for us at Calvary is the love that we experience from Christ now, and it's the love that will be with us throughout eternity to come. Jesus, who came to this earth and hung on the cross for us yesterday, is the same Jesus who sits at God's right hand and makes intercession for us today. And may no mistake about it the Jesus that dwells on high today, will be the same Jesus that returns in great glory and will reign with His saints for ever. 

The love that He had for us before time began is the same love that He exercises towards us now, and it's the same love that will be with us in eternity to come. In a changing world, when we wonder sometimes what another day is going to bring forth, we still have here Christ, a constant Leader, a constant Friend, a constant Guide and a constant Savior. 

His attitude towards us never varies. My attitudes vary; your attitudes vary, but Christ never varies. Thank you Jesus for that. The assurance given to the first century disciples, before His ascension to heaven, is as relevant for us today as it was for them. And what did Jesus say to those Believers in that first century? Let’s see, please turn to Matthew 28: 20 “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. " 

These words come to you today as they come to me. Jesus is with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Our life, our home, our world, and even the church may change, but Christ is the solid Rock, and He stands strong when everything else is sinking. Thank God, for Jesus Christ.

Now we have heard of our leaders in time, and our spiritual leaders. And what an excellent example they have left us to follow. But most importantly we have Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever. He is timeless. His work is timeless. His example is timeless. Do you know him? Is He your Saviour? I pray each and everyone that reads this decides to open their hearts to the wonderful world of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Let us pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We come before you today and ask that you fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand and return to doing your will. We thank you for all your many gifts and blessings and ask that you help us to have a Christ like heart that we may better follow your will to an eternal happiness. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

