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Today I want t talk about Pontius Pilate, one of the most notorious names in history. Pilate is usually viewed as the bad guy in the story Jesus’ death. However, I believe that there is a more important lesson to be learnt in the story of Pilate. 

A Procurator, which was Pilate's job, was a man that reported directly to the Emperor. It was an important position at that time. A person had to be at least 27 years old before they could be appointed to that job and the position was given to those who had "paid their dues" through faithful service in the past. So, you see Pilate was no bumbling idiot. 

History books as well as the bible teaches us that Pilate and the Jews did not get along very well. Pilate had made many decisions in the past, which angered the Jews. One would have to think that his position easily taken away since Rome wanted peace, not conflict. 

It seems perplexing then, that Pilate played such an essential part in the account of Jesus’ crucifixion. We are told that the reason the leaders went to Pilate was because he was the only one who had the power to sentence someone to death. Yet have you ever wondered what made those men think that Pilate would go alone with their request? 

Have you ever thought that just maybe Pilate was contacted before Jesus was ever arrested? Among the arguments for that train of thought are that the religious leaders of that time could hardly afford a public debate during Passover and swiftness was their best weapon, or maybe that they would not have arrested Jesus if they had not thought that the trial would be dealt with before Passover. 

And Pilate normally would not have heard a capital case at Festival time. He certainly would not have heard the case this early in the morning. All of those facts argue for a pre-arrangement. 
Also Pilate allowed the accusers to stay outside so they wouldn't be defiled. History teaches us that Pilate was not a man known for his allowances. Than again we see Pilate's request for specific charges. Let’s look at John 18:29&30 “Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? 30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delievered him up unto thee.”
We see here that the Jews seems to startle and angered by what we would think to be a perfectly reasonable and normal request, that is unless they were already expecting him to go along with them. 

Now let’s look at Pilate's wife's dream it too raises questions such as, why was she dreaming about Jesus. This was told to us in Matthew 27: 19 “When he was sat down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.”
Why the necessity at this early hour to warn her husband. I believe she knew who was being judged and she knew what was going to happen because her husband had told her of the plan. 

So is this story one of corruption or not? I mean think about it when Pilate was standing with Jesus, he saw something he didn't expect. He saw an innocence man that made him want to back out on his deal. Pilate's uncertainty brings about the attack on him as one who is "no friend of Caesar." John 19:12 “And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.”
However I want us to think about this story not as one of intrigue and conspiracy but one that has important lessons to share. 

There is an important warning in John 18:28 “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.”
We see, these religious leaders were greatly concerned about maintaining their external purity while they were in the process of seeking the execution of the Son of God! Does that seem a bit contrasting to you? 

Earlier Jesus had rebuked the religious leaders. Matthew 23:23-25 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier [matters] of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.24  [Ye] blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.”  

Those men were careful about minor things while ignoring the truly important ones! 

This happens very easily when we concentrate on superficial elements of faith and neglect the primary issues of the heart. Some of us seem to try to hard on the minors things in believing such as, diligently coming to weekly worship, rigidly maintaining a daily quiet time for reading His word, talking and looking spiritual,
and yes we can talk about the importance of putting God first in our lives but none of these things will do any good unless we consider God's will in our decision making. Don’t work so hard on the earthly things we need to seek Jesus then the Holy Spirit will help bring about all the rest.

We also see a vital testimony. Pilate said it several times, “I find no basis for a charge against him.” Pilate, under great pressure to find some excuse to convict Jesus, finds nothing. Pilate realizes that Jesus is an innocent man. John 18:38 “Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault [at all].”
The writer to the Hebrews makes the claim perfectly clear in. Hebrews 4:15 “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin.”
We find here that Jesus was not sinless because He didn't have an opportunity to sin but that ALL the things that make us stumble tempted him. However, He chose God's way while we generally choose the way of convenience. 

Do you understand how important this fact is? It was necessary for Jesus to be sinless in order for Him to be our substitute. Let’s look at it this way a moment. Suppose you had been condemned to death row for some heinous crime, and another death row prisoner said, "I am willing to take this man's place so charge his sin to my account", would there be any possibility that this would happen? Not a chance. Why? Because he still had his own crime to pay for. The only possible substitute would have to be an innocent man. 

In the same regards it is true of our sins. Only one who had obeyed God's law perfectly could "pay" for our transgression. Jesus can be our substitute. His righteousness can be applied to our "account" and our sin is applied to him. We are not saved because of any thing we do, but because of HIS righteousness. 

Jesus was not merely one who generally did nice things. He was a sinless man! 

Then we see worldly thinking when Pilate asks an important question, "What is truth?" John 18:38 “Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault [at all].”
No one knows what the spirit of the question was. Or whether Pilate was simply being sarcastic. He could have been asking a sincere question. No one truly knows what was behind the question but it is a question that our society has great difficulty answering. 

Some people believe that all nature is equal in value. The animals should have the same "rights" as humans. The result is that we live in a world where people are poisoned to protest the alleged inhumane treatment of rats rather then of humans and ecological terrorists trick loggers in the Northwest to protect the owl. The idea that man alone is created in God's image seems to be disappearing. 

Today’s society believes in the basic innocence of mankind and that the only power is in man himself. They seem to believe there is no God and that man is good and in time will only getting better. The problem, with that idea is of course "How do we explain the evil things that are constantly done by man." The answers are simple: Deny that there are things that are really wrong; such as immoral sexual acts, thieving and fighting because all those standards are imposed on us by a less "enlightened" time. Or we blame them on some outside source like mental sickness or someone else's influence. The result is a society filled with victims. The murderer is no longer guilty of a crime because, they are victims of a bad home life. The drug dealer is not guilty of peddling death for profit, for he himself is a victim of an oppressive government. The excuses are all so familiar and it always seems that it's somebody else's fault. They will tell you that there is no need for repentance or discipline just more government handouts and pills to corrective this evil society. 

Today it would be refreshing to hear someone honestly ask, "What is truth?" However in today’s society the only question is: "Does it work? Does it make me feel good? Does it get me what I want?” The standard of truth, which is God’s Word, has been replaced by the standard of personal preference and whim. The result is an entire generation of people chasing the wind. However if and when you want to stand in the storms you must have an anchor; that anchor is unchanging truth. 

Pilate asked the right question and it's a question we need to ask as well. What is our standard of truth? How do we determine what is right and wrong? Is the Bible truly our standard of truth? Or is that just what we proclaim? Do we look to Jesus as our Master or do we steadfastly refuse to give Him a position of authority in our lives? 

We see a heartbreaking reminder that excuses do not cancel out responsibility.

Beloved you must give Pilate some credit: He tried to set Jesus free. Four times He tried to avoid sentencing Him to death. Let’s recall those times.  1) When he sent Him to Herod. Luke 23:7 “And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time.” 

2) When he tried to give Him back to the Jewish authorities. John 18:31 “Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:”
 3) When He offered them a choice of Jesus or Barabbas. John 18:40 “Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.”

4) When he washed his hands of the situation. Matthew 27:24 “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but [that] rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed [his] hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye [to it].” As you can see Pilate still signed the death warrant. All the excuses and level-headedness cannot change the fact that He did not set him free but condemned him to death. Maybe Pilate felt afraid he would lose his job with another poor report to Rome. Or maybe the peer pressure wore Him down. Either way these things can make us more sympathetic but does not make him any less guilty. Maybe we need to remember this when we are quick to excuse our abusive behavior, or think of a reason not to attend weekly worship, before seeking to justify our extra marital affair or else explain why we lost our temper and last but not least tell why we didn't help the person in need. 

Pilate reminds us that no excuses are acceptable. We are responsible for our own actions no matter how kind or how brutal. We cannot hide behind our family background, our physical yearnings, or our tough breaks. Make no mistake about it we are responsible for what we do. We must accept responsibility for our actions before we can become a recipient of grace. 

Please don't misunderstand what I am saying. I'm Not saying we have to fix our problems before we can receive grace for if that were true we would never need grace. 

What I am saying is that we must ADMIT, ACKNOWLEDGE, and CONFESS our problems to the Lord before we can receive grace. I will say it over and over again we are not here because we are good, but because we are not. We are not to pretend in front of the Lord that we have no problems, but instead confess the problems we have for it is only then that we are truly ready to receive God's help. 

When a child is working on a project you cannot help them until they are ready to admit that they need help. The principle is the same used on us, God’s children: acknowledgment of need is the precondition of grace. 

Now we see a critical decision, which has to be made. Pilate asks an important question: Mark 15:12 “And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do [unto him] whom ye call the King of the Jews?”
It is the same question that every one of us must answer. What will we do with this one who claims to be God in human form? What do we do with the one who claims to be able to cleanse us of our sins? What do we do with the one who tells us that He is the only way into heaven? What do we do with the one who calls us to renounce all of our sins and follow Him? 

Maybe you, like Pilate, are curious about Jesus. You, like Pilate, are puzzled by his claims and stirred by his passions. You have heard the stories. You, like Pilate, have heard others speak, now you would like for Him to speak. What do you do with a man who claims to be God? What do you do with a man who calls himself a King, yet not of this world? What do you do with a man who knows the place and time of his death, yet goes there anyway? Well as you can see your question is the same as Pilate's. "What will I do with this man, Jesus?" Well I am here to tell you that you have two choices.

You can reject Him. That is an option. You can, as have many, decide that the idea of God becoming a carpenter is too fantastic to believe and walk away. Or you can accept him. You can journey with him. You can listen for His voice and follow Him. 

Pilate could have. He heard many voices that day so he could have heard Christ's. Had Pilate chosen to respond to Jesus his story would have been different, yet Pilate wavers. 

Jesus' voice is distinct and unique. He doesn't coax or plead. He just states the facts. Pilate thought as many do that he could avoid making a choice by washing his hands of Jesus death, then allowing it to happen.

But in not making a choice, you see Pilate did make a choice. 

Rather than asking for God's grace, he asked for a bowl. Rather than invite Jesus to stay with him, he sent him away. Rather than hearing Christ's voice, he heard the voice of the people. However the story today is not at all about Pilate, it is about you. Today your story hangs in the balance. Today it is you that must answer the question. “What will YOU do with Jesus?” 

For some it is a question of salvation: Am I will to turn to Him for forgiveness and a new way of life? For others it is a question of discipleship: Am I willing to do what He wants or will I continue to trust my own judgment? Still others it is a question about healing: Am I ready to trust him to heal my hurts and bring me back to happiness? 

Everyone’s situation is different yet the question is the same: What will you do with Jesus? 

Of all the questions in the world, none is more significant than this one question: What shall I do with Jesus? On this question hangs your eternal destiny. The answer to this question will determine whether you will live beyond the grave with Jesus in the kingdom of heaven or end up in unending torment with Satan. Your answer will determine whether you live a life of hope or hopeless. It will determine whether life has meaning or whether it is meaningless. It is the most significant question of all. I do wish I could make it easy for you, I wish I could silence the rival voices, but I can't. This is one question you will have to answer on your own. What will you do with Jesus?

Let’s pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your many blessings and ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your word. Please Father touch every heart that reads this and help them to understand the importance of that one question. We ask that You bless and keep everyone in Jesus’ name Amen.

