Sermon 133 






June17th, 2006

Dearly beloved, today I want to talk about something very dear to all of us, our souls, and the placement of them in the next world. To begin let us open our bible and read; Revelation 21:27 “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither [whatsoever] worketh abomination, or [maketh] a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.”
We see here that "There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth." Now you may be wondering, what about my past sins? There are many who are even now within the church of God above, and we will ask concerning them, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and whence came they?" Revelation 7:13 “And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?” In answer to that we receive the reply, "These are they that have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." Revelation 7:14 “And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
One must be washed in the blood of the Lamb!

What a joy it is to know that there is something that can take all my sins away, all without any exceptions, making me whiter than snow. Christ willingly gave up His omnipresent allowing the Holy Spirit to place Him within that infant's body trusting that His Father would return Him to the fullness of the Deity, and being man proved His great love for us, also that His sacrifice was one truly great enough to away our sins, and in His own body on the tree He bore them, suffering its punishment for us. Can you now understand how our transgression is forgiven and our sins are covered. I say to you today that the misty atonements of modern deities cannot calm my sense of right and wrong; they are not worth the time spent listening to them, they are but entrapments, altogether insufficient to sustain the strain even of the present sins, much less of the right and wrongs that will be brought before the judgment seat of God. However remember this truth, Christ instead of me, God Himself the offended one in the offender's place, bowing His noble head to vengeance and laying His eternal majesty in the dishonor of a tomb: this is the fullness of comfort.

O Lamb of God, my sacrifice, I know now that I shall enter heaven! I shall pass the test of the perfect watchers. I shall not be afraid of the eyes of fire for it cannot burn me. I shall be without sin, spot free, for I have been washed in the blood of the Lamb! Thank You Jesus for Your great and awesome gift. This is our first great comfort, beloved; those that believeth in him are not condemned. John 3:18 “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
He that believes in Him is justified from all things from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses, we find this in Romans 8:1 “[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  Nevertheless here is the point, which needs to be understood. There is still no entrance into the holy city so long as there are any evil tendencies within us. Now this is the work, the difficult part, since they are to be overcome, how shall this work to be done? I tell you now that simply believing upon Christ brings you justification, but you want more than that; you need sanctification, the changing of your nature, for have we not seen that until your nature itself is changed the enjoyment of heaven is impossible? There can be no knowledge of God, no communion with God, no delight in God hereafter unless all sins are put away and your fallen nature is totally changed.

One might ask, “Can this be done?” To them I say, “Yes, it can.” Faith in Christ tells us of something else, a comforter that the Father sent upon welcoming His Son home. This comforter is known as the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, who proceeds from the Father, is the one that renews us in the spirit of our minds. When one believes in Jesus, the Spirit enters into the heart, creating within them a new life; that life struggles and contends against the old life, and as it struggles it gathers strength and grows; mastering evil, and puts its foot upon the neck of the tendency to sin. Can you feel this Spirit fighting within you? Beloved, I say to you know, that you must be under its power or perish. If any man has not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His.  Romans 8:9 “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”
I would not have you imagine that in death everything is to be accomplished for us mysteriously in the last solemn article; we are to look for a work of grace in life, a present day work, molding our character among mankind. I know you have heard that one is not saved by work but by grace, yet with the spirit living within you are going to want to do God’s work. It must be a choice coming from the heart for heaven cannot be bought.

Dearly beloved, the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit is not a sort of extreme action reserved for deathbeds, it is a matter for our walk through life and the activities we choose to do today. No one knows just how much is done in the last minutes of a saint’s life; but this I know, that in a true believer the take-over of sin is a matter that begins as soon as he is converted and is to continue on throughout life. If the Spirit of God dwells in us, we walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit, and we put down the corruptions and lusts of our former selves. There must be a treading under foot of lust, pride, and every evil thing, or these evils will tread us under foot forever in the future state where our character never changes. There must be now a rejection of the lies, a casting out of the falsehoods, or we shall be cast out ourselves forever. Please turn with me to Psalms 51:6&7 “Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden [part] thou shalt make me to know wisdom.  7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. " Beloved, it is to this we must come, to be washed in the water which flowed with the blood from Jesus' side, for there must be a purging of nature as well as a removal of actual transgression, or else the inevitable decree, like a fiery sword, will keep the gate of paradise against us. Revelation 21:27 “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither [whatsoever] worketh abomination, or [maketh] a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

Beloved, suppose you should never enter in! I pray that not happen, however I fear that one day that fact shall be a reality for many of you who choose not to repent. I’d like you to think about this for a moment. What if we were to go into the next life the same as some of us are now, defiled and untruthful, what remains? That is an awful text in the parable of the virgins, "And the door was shut." Matthew 25:10 “And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.”
I am sure you have read of those who said, "Lord, Lord, open to us," Matthew 25:11 “Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.” unto whom He answered, "I know you not." Matthew 25:12 “But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.”
If you had not read them before, you have now and my question to you is “Will you be among them? My advise to you comes from Matthew 25:13 “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” Good and everlasting advise from one who walked with Jesus.
You see you cannot be anywhere else but out unless you are in; and you must be shut out if you are defiled and defiling. Beloved, this is a question I beg you to think about. You do not know how short a time you have left to you in which you may change the outcome. Some who were here but a Sabbath day or so ago are now gone from us. I have had two deaths reported among our members! We are a dying people; we shall all be gone within a very short time. I ask you in the name of Jesus Christ, and as you are dying men and women, to seek Jesus and not be shut out, and have to hear those fatal words, “I know you not! Luke 13:25-28 “When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: 26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all [ye] workers of iniquity. 28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you [yourselves] thrust out.”
There shall be no possible way of entering in among the perfected, for it is written, "There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth." No crying, "Lord! Lord!" no striving to enter in, no tears, no, not even the pangs of hell itself, shall ever purge the soul, so as to make it fit to join with the family of God above, should it pass into the future state unclean. 

Let’s pray,

Dear Heavenly Father;

We have come here today to hear and learn of your words and will and ask that you fill us all with the Holy Spirit that we might better learn to do your will so as to leave none Shut out! O loving Father, May that never be true of anyone among us, for Christ's dear name's sake. Amen.
