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The moment we believed on Christ we were brought into a very important saving relationship with Him. Faith is the means by which this essential union with Christ is established and maintained. Our salvation, life and blessings all come from Christ. They become ours only as we are identified with Him by faith. 

Paul emphasized the closeness of the living relation between the believer and Christ so well in his writings. We are no longer two but become one for He dwells in us and we in Him. Once we believe on Him we die to sin in Him. We have been crucified with Him. We have been made alive in Him. We are baptized both into Him and into His death. Christ is the head and believers constitute the body. He is the foundation and His people the building. He is the husband and His people the wife. Paul's life is so identified with Christ that his life is a manifestation of the very life of Christ. This union with the living Christ is union with God. The significance of this union with Christ is to be washed clean so that in Him we come to know God along with all that implies. It is a choice we all make between knowing God in Christ or not knowing Him at all. Our fundamental union with Christ centers on the question of how we can be received into God's favor. Is it on the ground of what we do ourselves, or only on what Jesus Christ does for us? If we expect to have a right relationship with God based on what we do ourselves it is called justification by works. However, if we are seeking a right relationship with God solely on the ground of what Christ has done for us it is called justification by faith. Justification by faith means we look to Christ and to Him alone for salvation. We as guilty sinners go pleading Christ's death and righteousness as the only ground of our hope of receiving God's favor and eternal life. I believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone as told us in the bible. Which means pleading the merits of Jesus Christ alone before the throne of grace instead of our own merits of good works, virtue, character, because we on our own just are not good enough. I want to tell you today that God has made a perfect provision whereby He can prudently acquit the guilty sinner. There is no justification for sinful men and women except by faith. God is pronouncing justification righteous. One might ask where can a sinful man get works that are as righteous as God? He definitely cannot from himself. For the works, no matter how good the works, of a sinful man can lead only to condemnation because all his works are as sinful as he is. Sinful people must reach out beyond themselves to find works that can offer righteousness to God. There is only one place to find such righteousness and that is in the person of Jesus Christ. If we are to be justified at all, it must be on the merits of Jesus Christ, for His merits can be made ours by faith. Yes, it is that simple, we need to have faith in Jesus Christ. I am here to tell you that the reason why God sent His only Begotten Son is so anyone believing on Him will not perish but have everlasting life, which obviously means if we do not believe in Him, we will certainly perish. He came here for that reason and that reason alone. He loves us and wants to save us from our sin. That is called Justification by Faith. Justification by Faith is nothing other than obtaining everlasting life by believing in Christ. He came here giving up His deity for a human body to prove that a human believing in God could withstand the temptation to sin. He gave all He had for us when He didn’t have to and because He willing laid His life down for us there is no other name under heaven, wherein we must be saved. Everything about us as believers is centered in this great teaching of the Scriptures. Through God's grace we are provided with an open door into the presence of God. We have access into His grace. Only those who have believed in Christ will enter through the door into God's presence. We find that we have access by faith into this grace in Romans 5:2 “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Scripture also tells us that our salvation is a gift. Ephesians. 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:” Because of this legal standing before God we are essentially united to the Father, through the Son. It is because of this union with Christ, a believer partakes of all that Christ is. Jesus Christ has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings in heaven. Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ:” In all the various ways our union with Jesus Christ is illustrated throughout Scripture it is in a legal or official position in a court of law. Beloved please let me explain what I mean by this. Every person in the whole wide world is guilty of sin before God. The holy scriptures declare that all mankind has sinned and has come short of the glory of God. There is no individual who has not sinned and therefore become accountable to God. Please turn with me to Romans 3:19-23 “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God [which is] by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”

We see here that the apostle Paul declares, there is no difference for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

God is repulsed by sin. We are all guilty sinners before a righteous and holy God. He is holy and He cannot look upon sin. He cannot tolerate our sin. We stand guilty and condemned in His sight. 

God sees the unbelieving sinner as the following: 

Lost -- Matthew 18:11 “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.” 

Guilty --Romans 3:19 “Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.” 

Alienated from God --Ephesians 4:18 “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:”  

His enemies-- Romans 5:10 “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”  
Children of wrath --Ephesians 2:3 “Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”  

Condemned--John 3:18 “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

Therefore, the question is how can we be made right with God, when good works justifies no one. Not our virtue, Not our character and Not our baptism or sacraments.

No matter how much you tithe, show up for church, or give to the poor the bible tells us that our own works will not justify the flesh. 

Romans 3:20 “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law [is] the knowledge of sin.”

Then the apostle Paul tells us the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law in Romans 3:21 “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;” 

He makes it very clear in Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”

He repeated the same negative statement three times; to make sure we get the point. He wrote, "a man is not justified by the works of the Law," "not by the works of the law," and "by the works of the law no flesh will be justified." I feel he made the point come across very well. The reason why is because Scripture has shut up all men and women under sin. Galatians 3:22 “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.”

All the Law can do is make us more and more aware of our sin and guilt. 

All we can produce is more sinful works. Therefore, we are not right in the sight of God. 

Right about now you may be wondering just how can a righteous and holy God justify the sinner without justifying his sin? How can God save the sinner from the legal penalty that He set and save Himself from compromise? God's own holiness demands the execution of the penalty of sin. We see this in; Ezekiel 18:4 "The soul that sins will surely die" and again in Romans 6:23 "The wages of sin is death"

God's love and tender mercies long to rescue sinful, guilty men and women at the same time His righteousness demands man's execution because we are guilty. However the believing sinner is justified as a gift of grace. You see a true believer expects to go to heaven on the virtue of Jesus Christ alone. The believing sinner is justified as a gift of God's grace based upon the death of Christ for our sins. We are "justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Jesus Christ. Romans 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:” 

God cannot just say, "oh well, everybody does it." In today’s world the expression, "we are all sinners" seems to be used by many as an excuse to go on sinning. For many people there is no repentant principle in those words. They are nothing more than an excuse for more sinning. Every body does it so why can't I? That statement is nothing more then a poor reason to sin. You must understand this. In order for God to acquit us of all guilty charges He must first deal with His own righteous standards. He cannot deny Himself and continue to be God. Paul tells us God can deliver us from the guilt of sin because Jesus Christ paid the debt for us with His blood. It is His bloody sacrifice on the cross that turns away the wrath of God. He bore our death penalty on the cross. The death penalty for our sins was paid in full at the cross. Christ paid it in full by dying on our behalf, and now the wrath of God is completely satisfied against the believing sinner. 

The basic idea of salvation by grace through faith in Christ is the substitution of Christ for the sinner before the law of God in His Supreme Court. God sent Jesus Christ, His own Son, to satisfy the penalty of our sins and turn the wrath of God away that we may be justified freely by His grace through faith in Jesus’ blood. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to live and die. In Jesus’ life His obedience to the law was perfect. In His death He suffered for our disobedience. He was the sacrificial lamb form us just as the baby sheep were the sacrificial lamb back in Moses day. See His life here on earth was a sinless life; one of obedience to the law just as a baby lamb so when we put our sins on Jesus head as mankind did to the lamb in Moses day our sins are forgiven. You must understand that on the cross He died for our law breaking, not His own and since the penalty for disobedience to the law is death, He hung there in our place. Now all that is required from us to be justified, is to acknowledge our sin and helplessness, then to repent of our years of self-assertion and self-righteousness, and to put our whole trust and confidence in Jesus Christ. He alone can save us. God’s law was fully and completely fulfilled in the perfect obedience of Christ and His horrific death for our sins. Christ satisfied the just demands of the law of God and the moment a sinner puts his faith in Christ God acquitted that sinner. In so doing God does not compromise His holy standard of justice and righteousness because we have put Jesus on. Galatians 3:26-28 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Justification by faith in Christ is our legal standing before God. The unjust, believing sinner, is accounted and treated as just or righteous before God. Paul wrote in Galatians positively states our justification three times. Let’s take a look Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” Did you catch that? A man is . . . justified . . . through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ 

Now faith in Jesus Christ is a personal act of commitment for over thirty things occurred the very moment we put our faith in Christ. You might be happy to hear I am not going to name them all however the following is a small list of what to expect; 

We are born again and regenerated. Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;”  

We are baptized into one body. 1 Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”  

We become a temple for Holy Spirit 1 Corinthians 6:19 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?”  

We are sealed with the Holy Spirit Ephesians 4:30 “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

We received spiritual gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:6-11 “And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another [divers] kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.”

Because of what Christ has done for us we can now enter into a life-transforming relationship with Him. A union with Christ drastically transforms us. We are "partakers of the divine nature" 2 Peter 1:4 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” We actually share with the Son of God a unique life. We now have a oneness with God. We have this new position in Christ because of our justification by faith. We are in union with Christ and identified with Him in His death, burial, resurrection and exaltation. This new relationship with God applies to all believers, new and old. 

We are in Christ; He is in us. God sees us as, 
being crucified with Christ-- Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Dieing with Christ --Colossians 2:20 “Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,”
Also buried with Christ-- Romans 6:4 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
So we are made alive with Christ -- Ephesians 2:5 “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;”  

Then we are raised together with Christ -- Colossians 3:1 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.”
Therefore we are sufferers together with Christ Romans 8:17 “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together.”
We are glorified together with Christ -- Romans 8:17 “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together.”
Romans chapter six makes it clear that as believers we take part in a death unto sin; and that death and burial are expressed, confessed and symbolized in baptism. None of us are consciously aware of such an actual identification with Christ in death and burial, because we have never really died and been laid in a grave. The only way to interpret these words cannot be as a historical fact, but a judicial act, something counted on or attributed to our account by the sovereign mercy and grace of God. 

God reckons the believer to be one with Christ and Jesus’ obedience is attributed to the believer as his own. God counts to the believer, as his own the results of the atoning suffering of Christ as the satisfaction for the death penalty for sin. 

Therefore, we have died to the law. By dying with Christ, we died under the law's penalty. All of the law's demands were satisfied in Christ. It no longer has a hold on us. The direct control of the fallen nature has been broken we see this in Romans 8:1 “[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. “ 

The believer is in Christ, in the sight of God and is therefore judged and acquitted as clothed with His righteousness. That is our standing with God based upon the righteousness of Christ. 

A result of justification by faith is that we have peace with God. Romans 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” All controversy between believer and God are over! We have been declared not guilty once and for all. When God justifies the sinner He actually counts them righteous when they are not. He does not count sin where sin actually exists, and counts righteousness where it does not exist. 2 Corinthians 5:21 “For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”
He [God] made Him [Jesus Christ] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

The Lord Jesus lives out His life in us day by day as we maintain total dependence on Him by faith. 

Although all believers in Christ died when Christ died, their death with Christ came later in time when they put their personal trust in Christ. Our baptism is a beautiful picture of our funeral as we are earnestly delivered to our death in Christ. The marvelous message is that we do not remain dead, but we rise with Him from death and even in this world experience the power of His resurrection as person who has already died and risen again. 

Faith in Christ makes us one with Him, so that in God's sight, what is literally and actually true of Him, becomes judicially, and symbolically, true of us. We died when He died; we were buried when He was buried; and as many of us who have been baptized into Christ has been baptized into His death, that is, our baptism was the confession of our identity with Him, and our symbolic putting on of Christ. 

Dear Heavenly Father,

We have come together again this the Sabbath to worship and thank You for Your many blessing, so graciously given. We also ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit that we might truly understand that the many references to Christ in you, you in Christ, Christ our life, and abiding in Christ are truthful, blessed facts, and not just figures of speech Help us to realize that Jesus does not want to be our helper; He wants to be our life. He does not want us to work for Him. He wants us to let Him do His work through us, using us as He sees fix. Please Father; open our hearts to these important facts this day as we enter into yet another week. Help us to be all that You would have us to be. These things we ask in Jesus’ precious name, Amen.

