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I have been asked on several occasions if plants are alive. So today we will check it out according to scripture and find out for sure. As we all know the world of Adam and Eve was destroyed. No man knows where on earth it was located for sure yet we do know that scripture tells us that a flood totally destroyed this world. 2 Peter 3:6 “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:” 

Now the bible teaches that man brought death into this world. I would like you to turn to Romans 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
Death rained from Adam to Moses we see this in Romans 5:14 “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.”

There was no death until Adam sinned it was man that brought death into the world. 

1 Corinthians 15:21&22 “For since by man [came] death, by man [came] also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”

The bible tells us that death is an enemy. 1 Corinthians 15:26 “The last enemy [that] shall be destroyed [is] death.”  

God made a perfect world where there was no death, man brought death into this world. So we see there was no death until Adam sinned. Now you may ask if plants died since Adam picked them to eat, to that I would say they must first be alive. In order to die something must first be alive. If you look at Genesis 1:11-13 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, [and] the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed [is] in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, [and] herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed [was] in itself, after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good. 13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.” 

If you read Genesis 1:14-19 “And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: [he made] the stars also. 17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that [it was] good. 19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.”
You see God made the lights to rule over the night on the fourth day so far there still are no living things let move on down to Genesis 1: 20-23 “And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl [that] may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.”  Here we find that God created moving and flying things on the fifth day. There is a clear distinction here in these verses, which says plants were created on day three and moving and flying things were created on day five. Making plants not living things they are a self-replicating food source. 

I know in our culture today plants are considered living however that is not the way they are classified in the bible. I can show you here in scriptures let’s read Genesis 1:24-31 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that [it was] good. 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his [own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which [is] upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which [is] the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, [I have given] every green herb for meat: and it was so. 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, [it was] very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.” 

As you can see plants were made on day three for food, so all living creatures, which were made on day six, could eat. Here we see the clear destination that tells us they are not alive all living things are to eat the green things. Now they are interesting for they grow and reproduce however they are not a live they are just a self-replicating food source that is not alive. I will show you why please turn to Genesis 4:3-5 “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.”

There was a different here between the fruit and the flock, for you cannot get blood out of a turnip. God was not excited about Cains offering because it did not have blood and without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin scripture tells us very clearly.

Genesis 6:17 “And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein [is] the breath of life, from under heaven; [and] every thing that [is] in the earth shall die.” We see here that it has to have breath in order to be alive. Now Noah was told to take two of all living things into the ark that they may live.

Genesis 6:19 “And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every [sort] shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep [them] alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every [sort] shall come unto thee, to keep [them] alive. 21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather [it] to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.” Here we also see that living creatures and food are different. So the bible does not consider plants to be alive. Genesis 7:14&15 “They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein [is] the breath of life.” In who’s nostrils were the breath of life. Genesis 7:21&22 “And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 22 All in whose nostrils [was] the breath of life, of all that [was] in the dry [land], died.

Then when they got off the ark God told them that everything that moved would be food for them. We find this in Genesis 9:1-4 “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 2And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth [upon] the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. 3Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. 4 But flesh with the life thereof, [which is] the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.” Now as they use to eat only the plants they are allowed also the moving things. So we are now allowed meat just not the blood. We are not to eat the blood of any living creature. I am sure now that you can see that there is a distinct difference between plants and living creatures. 

Leviticus talks about the life of the flesh is in the blood. Leviticus 17:10-12 “And whatsoever man [there be] of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people. 11 For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood [that] maketh an atonement for the soul. 12 Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.” For more referance let’s go on down to verses 13-16 “And whatsoever man [there be] of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust. 14 For [it is] the life of all flesh; the blood of it [is] for the life thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh [is] the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off. 15 And every soul that eateth that which died [of itself], or that which was torn [with beasts, whether it be] one of your own country, or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes, and bathe [himself] in water, and be unclean until the even: then shall he be clean. 16 But if he wash [them] not, nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear his iniquity.” We see here we are not to eat any living thing that has died of itself and I know we eat nuts and fruits after they fall off the tree, so if they were alive you would be violating scripture. Once we read this scripture it becomes clear that plants are not alive because if they were you could eat nothing that fell off the trees. You could not pick the green beans and eat them the next day because they are off the vine and would be considered dead to itself so no plants are not alive.  The bible talks about the withering in the bible as well. Psalms 1:3 “And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”

Here are some more verses that talk about withering of plants not dieing. Plants don’t die they wither. Psalms 37:2 “For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.” And again we see it in Isaiah 40:24 “Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.” We see it all through scripture plants wither not die. Jeremiah 12:4 “How long shall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein? the beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not see our last end.” Ezekiel 17:9&10 “Say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither? it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 10 Yea, behold, [being] planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew.” 

Plants fade and wither away but they do not die in the same sense that humans and animals die. Scripture does make a distinct difference in the two. Now I know my motorcycle has died, my TV has died and yes even my computer has died however it is not the same kind of death.  In order to die it must first have blood be alive as well as the breath of life in it as all living things have that is also why plants are not a live.

God made the garden of Eden and place the first man, Adam there.  Some people have asked who is this Adam guy and what does Adam means anyways? It is interesting if you look at the ten names given from Adam to Noah you will find a fascinating sequence there. 1.Adam means man, 2.Seth means appointed, 3.Enos means mortal, 4.Cainan means sorrow, 5.Mahalaleel means the blessed God, in Hebrew, 6.Jared means shall come down, 7.Enoch means preaching, 8.Methuselah means His death shall bring, 9.Lamech means the despairing, and 10.Noah means rest. 

Apparently in just the names from Adam to Noah God is trying to tell us that man is appointed mortal sorrow, but the blessed God shall come down preaching that his death shall bring despairing rest.

Well I will close on that note today shall we pray?

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your wonderful gifts and the knowledge You have allowed to come to us down through the ages. We ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit and bring peace to Jerusalem that the fighting may stop. These things we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen 

