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Before I get started on today’s subject I want you to think about any questions you may have or any recommendation of topics, or subjects you may want to hear about that I have not covered in prior sermons and please email me about them. This week a request was made for making Promises.

Now I am going to talk about promises, because they are very important to us and I feel we need to understand our commitment to any promises we have made. Whatever you vow, you must be careful to do. We find that we are to do this in the book of Deuteronomy 23:23 “That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; [even] a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth.”
Promises allow someone to know the kind of person you are. Let me ask you a question; how does it make you feel when someone fails to keep their promise to you? Let’s say you tell a friend you are going to do something and even promise then not do it, or how about a promised job that does not materialize. It doesn’t have to be anything extreme it could have been that you promised the children you would take them somewhere, yet decided something else was more important or you told your spouse that you would do some thing like go out for dinner just the two of you and for whatever reason you blew it off even after promising them you wouldn’t.

Broken promises seem to make one feel kinda sick to you stomach and aggravated, it is not a very good feeling to have. Now I want you to think of the last time you broke a promise for whatever reason. 

I do not know how many of you know that the Sermon on the Mount' was the first exposition of Jesus' teachings in the New Testament, but it is so let’s take a look at what Jesus has to say about keeping ones promises in the sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5:33-37 “Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.” Actually that was the fourth out of the six antithesis of Jesus Christ. There are six times when Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said…. But I say to you…..”

When you see the word swear Jesus is not talking about cursing. Now I’m sure Jesus does not want us cursing either but I’ll save that for another sermon. The word swear here is used the same as promise. In other words if we take an oath, make a pledge or promise we are expected to keep our word. We need to be people that are true to our word. 

This is kind of strange, but did you know that in ancient times when you were going to make a promise or take an oath with someone, you would place your hand under the thigh of the person you were making a promise to. Let me show you two instances of that in scripture. First there is Abraham making a promise to a servant for his help in finding his son Isaac a wife. Genesis 24:!-4 “And Abraham was old, [and] well stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 3 And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 4 But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac.” The next is Jacob asking Israel not to bury him in Egypt, we see this in Genesis 47:28-31 “And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years. 29 And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: 30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as thou hast said. 31 And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.” 

How would you feel if you had to do that every time you wanted to make a promise? I do believe there would be less promises made, how about you?

Anyway moving on a few hundred years and we see that God wants to make this promising thing a part of His law. Numbers 30:1&2 “And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, This [is] the thing which the LORD hath commanded. 2 If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.” Now by the time Jesus came along there was an incredible abuse going on when it came to taking a vow or making a promise. There were basically two kinds of promises being made; Those that were binding and could not be broken and those promises that could be broken, You see if the vow or promise contained God’s name then they figured God was a partner in the action making it bonding and unbreakable however if a vow or promise was made and God’s name was not in the verbal agreement then they figured God wasn’t involved and they could either keep it or break it.

However Jesus came along and said let your yes’s be yes and your no’s be no. Do not make promises that you do not intend on keeping.

So you see, when you keep your promise to your spouse they have security and they see Jesus in the here and now.

When you keep your promise to your children they learn integrity

And when you keep you promise to friend, neighbor, or enemy, who is far from God they are going to realize that your walk matches your talk.

If God keeps all of His promises and He has then we need to keep ours.

Shall we pray?

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for gathering us together today. We pray that You will fill us with the Holy Spirit so we might not only hear these ancient words with only our ears but that we will hear them with our lives and embrace them whole heartedly. May the words of my mouth and our actions and thoughts be truly acceptable in your sight, O Lord, we ask this in Jesus name, Amen.

