Sermon 149





October 7, 2006

This week we are going to look at the life of Isaac Genesis 25:19-34 the rest of his life will be carried on next week good Lord willing.

Before we start let’s bow our head in prayer. 

Dear Heavenly Father,

We have joined again today to thank You for Your many blessing and to hear of Your mighty word. We ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit as we open our minds and hearts to learn and better understand Your word in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

ISAAC let’s start out with someone reading Genesis 25:19-34 “And these [are] the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 20 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 21 And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she [was] barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If [it be] so, why [am] I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations [are] in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and [the one] people shall be stronger than [the other] people; and the elder shall serve the younger. 24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, [there were] twins in her womb. 25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years old when she bare them. 27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob [was] a plain man, dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of [his] venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he [was] faint: 30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red [pottage]; for I [am] faint: therefore was his name called Edom. 31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 32 And Esau said, Behold, I [am] at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised [his] birthright.”
Now after the heart-warming record of the obtaining of a suitable wife for Isaac as a result of the direct activity of God little is told us about him. This is because during his lifetime important covenants and manifestations of God were few and therefore there were no records in writing.

The family tribe over which he presided continued to be strong 26:16 “And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we.” and he clashed with Abimelech at Gerar but that is almost all we know about him apart from the birth of his children and his part in the continuation of the chosen line. But he did continue Abraham’s policy of allying his family with the family of Abraham’s father Terah and was upset when Esau departed from it 28:9 “Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.” More dangerously and without justification he also continued the policy of describing his wife as his sister. He seems to be a mirror image of his father but without his usefulness and individuality.

Nevertheless his importance is that he was part of the fulfilling of God’s purposes. He was not alluring, he was not exceptional, but he was chosen by God and was a necessary part of the chain that led up to Moses, then David and finally to Jesus Christ. What Abraham began he had to hold on to and continue. And this he did, without fuss and without boldness. He was there when God wanted him.

I am sure there are times when we may feel like we are not important, but if we are His and responsive to His words we too are an important part of the chain that leads to the fulfilling of His purposes. Isaac should be an encouragement to us all.

Then again, Isaac is seen later as an important member of those to whom the covenant was given 2 Kings 13:23 “And the LORD was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, and had respect unto them, because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence as yet.”
1 Chronicles 6:16 “The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.”

Psalm 105:9 “Which [covenant] he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;”

In Amos 7:16 “Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not [thy word] against the house of Isaac.”
Isaac is used as another name to designate Israel.

Isaac and Jacob - the Family History of Esau 25:19-36.1

The family history of Esau takes us up to the death of Isaac 35:29 “And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, [being] old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.”  And while doing so describes the covenants in which Isaac participated, and the finding of wives for Jacob and the birth of his twelve sons. As the senior male of the family he had the responsibility of maintaining and preserving the important family covenant records. However a tribal scribe would do the work and he may not even have known much about it.

Abraham begat Isaac we see this in 25:19 “And these [are] the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac:”
Abraham is possibly a catchword connecting with the final word in the previous section, and this brief heading is therefore the title of a new tablet. But while 25:19-36.1 may make up a tablet in themselves they incorporate records made at various times which were originally on their own, for once more each of them was the record of a covenant

the Birth of Esau and Jacob in 25:19 - 26 and the Sale of the Birthright 25:27-34.

This section 25:19-26 centers on God’s covenant in 25:23, and the record of the covenant follows this between Esau and Jacob resulting in the exchanging of the birthright in 25:27-34.

Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife. 25:20 “And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.”
Forty years is a nice round number and suggests that he was fully matured. The detail with which Rebekah as described demonstrates the importance placed on who she was.

If we take the age as roughly correct this was when Abraham was about one hundred and seventy-five we see this in 25:7 “And these [are] the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years.”. 

Scripture tells us that Sarah died at one hundred and twenty-seven years old in 23:1 “And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: [these were] the years of the life of Sarah.” so as we see Abraham lived a long life and was around when Esau and Jacob were born.  

Paddan-aram’ ‘The field or plain of Aram’, that is the area around Haran in Upper Mesopotamia north of the junction of the rivers Habur and Euphrates.

Isaac entreated God for his barren wife in 25:.21 “And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she [was] barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived.”
Isaac was a quiet man however he was a prayerful man. He knew how his father Abraham had prayed in a similar way and he knew that because of the promises to Abraham a child would also be born to him. He had the quiet confidence that the God who had found him a wife would now provide him with a child through that wife, for the one assumed the other.

So he prayed and his prayer were answered. We are given no detail of how he went about it, nor of what he prayed, for that is not considered important. The concentration is on the result of the prayer. This happened twenty years after the wedding we see this in verse 26 “And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years old when she bare them.”. For we know they got married when he was forty and the birth took place when he was sixty. Thus we see that Isaac like his father, had to possess patience in his soul.

‘Ten years’ was the time Abraham spent in Canaan before Sarai lost courage and gave her maid Hagar to Abraham 16:3 “And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.” Therefore Isaac and Rebekah, waiting for twenty years, is seen as very patient and we are expected to notice his quiet confidence in God.

Rebekah conceived, but the birth was to be a difficult one for she was having twins and she was aware that all was not right within. In those days death in childbirth was a fairly common experience. 25:22 “And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If [it be] so, why [am] I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD.”
The children struggled together within her and she seems to have felt that death was near and she goes to enquire of God. We are not told where she went, but it may well have been the cultic center under the tamarisk tree at Beersheba 21:33 “And [Abraham] planted a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the everlasting God.” And Abraham the prophet may have been the one through whom she enquired. Nevertheless concentration is now on Isaac, and Abraham has slipped into the background so that he is disregarded. This has never been the story of just a man; it is the story of God’s sovereign activity and covenants with man. The players, even Abraham, are secondary.

25:23 “And the LORD said unto her, Two nations [are] in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and [the one] people shall be stronger than [the other] people; and the elder shall serve the younger.”

This message from God and covenant are the basis of this covenant record. In accordance with His promises to Abraham God now promises that from Isaac will come not one but two separate nations, clearly divided. The original promises do not need to be repeated. Isaac knows them by heart and they are a part of the fabric of their lives.

Although here there is a further twist that goes: The one shall be stronger than the other and the elder will serve the younger. As God would have it the one who will be the stronger will be the one who serves. The main point is that it is the younger one who will carry on over the family tribe as the chosen of God. God is in control of events and He chooses whom He will.

Whether ‘the one who is stronger’ is meant as Esau or Jacob depends on viewpoint. Esau was the efficient fighting man and leader of a powerful roving band, but in the end it was Jacob with his strength of purpose who prevailed to lead the tribe.

25:24&25 “And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, [there were] twins in her womb. And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau.”

Esau was very red when born and covered with a mat of hair. The red may refer to the color of his skin or to his covering hair it does not specify. Yet, the name Esau probably reflects ‘hairy’ from the Arabic.

This also connects with ‘Edom’ ( ’ethom - from the root ’thm red), a name given to Esau in 36:1&8 “Now these [are] the generations of Esau, who [is] Edom. 8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau [is] Edom.
Then we read of his twin. 25:26 “And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years old when she bare them.”
The name Jacob (ya‘aqov - in its lengthened form ya‘aqov-el) probably means ‘may God protect’. It was in frequent use among Semites, however by a play on words it relates to ‘eqeb (to clutch) thus signifying ‘the clutcher’.

The clutching of the heel was seen as significant in the light of the preceding prophecy. Even from the womb Jacob sought to step into the shoes of his brother.

As we have seen Isaac was sixty years old when she had them. Which means they had been married twenty years and Abraham was now approximately one hundred and sixty. This short record of God’s covenant connected with the birth was probably written down immediately, as with all such covenants connected with a hearing from God, and later expanded to include the following fulfillment now dealt with, which would also be a covenant record recording the covenant made between Esau and Jacob.

25:27 “And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob [was] a plain man, dwelling in tents.”

The two boys grew up as very different people. Esau was the outdoor type, interested in hunting in the woods and the wide-open spaces, away from home for days on end. On the other hand Jacob was ‘a perfect man’, meaning that he was more ‘respectable’, more in keeping with the expectations of the family tribe, an established farmer tending the sheep and the crops and living in a ‘civilized’ fashion and remaining in the family tribe encampment.

Now Isaac loved the fact that Esau hunted. 25:28 “And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of [his] venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.”

Sadly both parents had their favorites, the one because Esau brought him luxuries to enjoy. He seemed to overlook the fact that Jacob remained at home assisting with the main work. He probably just took that for granted. However Rebekah loved Jacob for reasons not given, but it may be partly because Jacob was there and helpful in domestic affairs and was more responsive to her love.

In the next verse we see Jacob making pottage when his brother comes up. 25:29 “And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he [was] faint:”
Esau was a tough hunter. If he felt faint and hungry we can be sure it was something quite severe. He had possibly been out for many days and had not taken anything, and now famished and totally exhausted he is returning to the camp. He feels literally on the point of death. He may have been out in the scorching sun, and having run out of water, be feeling completely dehydrated. And in such a state he comes across Jacob in the act of preparing food and liquid.

25:30 “And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red [pottage]; for I [am] faint: therefore was his name called Edom.”

He may not have been worried about what it was for he was hungry and thirsty and anything would do. He genuinely felt as though he was dying. Thus it may be that his nickname Edom came from this incident of the red pottage.

25:31 “And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.”

We can see that Jacob was taking advantage of the situation, however it is very probable that there is a past history to this suggestion, for the writer certainly does not moralize on it. The ‘birthright’ in mind was the elder son’s portion which probably was a much larger portion and would include leadership of the family tribe and responsibility for its possessions and wealth. We cannot really doubt from what has been said that Esau had no particular desire for such a position. He wanted to be free to hunt and venture far and wide. And there can be no doubt that Jacob was more suitable for the position.

It is also probable too that Esau had often complained to Jacob about the fate that would eventually tie him down to his responsibilities. That might have been what gave Jacob the hope that he might succeed in what he was doing. Thus what Jacob was asking him to give up was not something he greatly desired.

Yet we should not admire the trait in Jacob’s nature that prompted him to take advantage of the situation. It was not a transaction that Esau had thought out but one that had a rose on the spare of the moment, and he knew he had caught Esau at a time when he was most defenseless. But the final truth is, as the writer later points out, that Esau despised his birthright. It was, in fact, not what he wanted from life at all. Pleasure came before duty. So neither can be absolved from blame.

25:32 “And Esau said, Behold, I [am] at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?”

Many subconscious factors no doubt brought him to this decision, including the wish to be free from something burdensome, the desire to enjoy full liberty to do his own thing, his scorn at those who could make do with camp life, all now brought to a point by his present condition of thirst and starvation.

Thus at a moment of great need like this he could dismiss his birthright as irrelevant. What good was a birthright to a dead man? It must be said in Jacob’s favor that had he been put in that position he would have died rather than yield it.

24:33 “And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.”

The seriousness of this transaction must not be underestimated. It was a genuine transaction carried out quite legally and not under duress. And it was established by an oath. Once that had been sworn the position was legally and permanently fixed. The birthright legitimately belonged to Jacob. And we cannot doubt that Jacob soon committed it to writing as permanent evidence of the contract, which had taken place without witnesses, is unless witnesses were brought in to witness the oath.

25:34 “Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised [his] birthright.”

Jacob fulfils his part of the transaction. And it is noteworthy that any disapproval of the transaction by the writer is directed at Esau. He treated lightly what was so valuable, including his responsibilities to the tribe. Jacob merely took advantage of his contempt for his birthright. From now on Jacob can carry on knowing that the leadership in the family tribe will one day be his, and he can happily bide his time.

Esau ate and drank then rose and went away. This suggests that at this point Esau could have cared less about his birthright. To him God’s covenant with His people mattered little and. Future events suggest that to Jacob at least it was of more importance. Yet Jacob’s methods demonstrated that his own trust in God was lacking at this point. He did not believe God’s promise could be fulfilled without his own intervention. Like many he sought the right things by the wrong methods.

Well we have now come to the ending of chapter twenty-five on Isaac I pray you all we come back for another portion next week. Please join me in a word of prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your words of wisdom and understand that when You say something shall happen we should trust in You enough to know that it will happen without our interference. We thank you for Your many blessings and pray that each of us might step into our place and trust in Your word alone. I pray you keep each and every one of us in Your loving hands until we meet again next week. May we all go our separate ways in the strength of the Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

.

