Sermon 152






October 21, 2006

Dear Heavenly Father,
We thank You for bring us together again to hear more of Your word as well as for Your many blessings though the past week. Now we ask that You please fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your word in Jesus' name we ask Amen.

 

Today we are going to talk about the blessing of Esau and Jacob found in Genesis. 

This passage was put in writing because it records the blessings given to Jacob and Esau, which were in the nature of a binding covenant that could not be changed. They thus testified to the will of Isaac as declared in those blessings. Such a solemn blessing, made with death in view, was often looked on as most sacred and irreversible let’s compare it to Deuteronomy 23:23 “That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; [even] a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth.”   

That is how Isaac clearly saw it Genesis 27:33 “And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where [is] he that hath taken venison, and brought [it] me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, [and] he shall be blessed.”
Esau further demonstrates his contempt for his status when he marries two Hittite women. The tradition of marrying within the family meant little to him, and his acts brought great grief to Isaac and Rebekah. But as the eldest son he would have been expected to marry within the family. In the writer’s eyes this introductory sentence is a silent observation as to why Esau loses his firstborn’s blessing.

Genesis 26:34-35 “And when Esau was forty years old he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. And they were a bitterness of spirit to Isaac and Rebekah.”

We see here, ‘When Esau was forty years old.’ again a round number indicating full maturity. If we take the numbers literally this would make Isaac one hundred years old. But Isaac also married at forty. This would suggest that this round number is used to indicate marriageable age.

Let’s look at Genesis 27:1-4 “And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, [here am] I. 2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: 3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me [some] venison; 4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring [it] to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die.”
It does not tell us his age here. ‘When Isaac was old.’ We do not know his age at this time but it was before Jacob married. As Esau and Jacob were born when Isaac was ‘sixty’ and Esau married at ‘forty’, and has clearly been married some time, Isaac is well over a hundred years old. But sadly he has gone blind. Yet he still oversees the family tribe until Jacob returns, probably through a faithful steward with the help of Rebekah his very able wife. As we do not know when Jacob married we do not know how long after Esau’s marriages this incident takes place.

But this is a solemn moment. Isaac feels he is near death and decides to give his deathbed blessing to Esau. That he was in fact wrong about being near death comes out subsequently in 35:27&29. This is no ordinary event. By it the ancients thought that he would officially determine Esau’s future. The news that this was to happen would quickly travel through camp. Deathbed words were considered to be especially effective, and even prophetic, and were treated very seriously. We see this in Genesis 48.1 “And it came to pass after these things, that [one] told Joseph, Behold, thy father [is] sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.” 
Deuteronomy 33:1 “And this [is] the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death.” 

2 Samuel 23:1 “Now these [be] the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man [who was] raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said,” 

So in order to prepare himself and put himself in the right state of body and mind, and in order to bind Esau to him by receiving gifts from his hand, Isaac asks his son to use his talents to bring him the food that he loves, wild game, possibly venison from the wild deer, properly cooked by Esau himself and ready for eating. This was clearly one of Esau’s recognized talents.

As we follow along we see this was the preliminary step in the process of blessing. The meal will bond them in preparation for the blessing.

Genesis 27:5 “And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt [for] venison, [and] to bring [it].”
There was no reason why Rebekah shouldn’t have been in the tent when Isaac spoke to Esau for she was his wife. The giving of a blessing was not something that had to be done in secret. On the other hand she may have been hang around outside knowing what was at hand. As she saw Esau depart to carry out his father’s wishes her mind went to work. She undoubted remembered the promise made at the children’s birth, that the elder would serve the younger and she wanted the blessing for her favorite son.

When we consider her next actions we should also consider that it seems that Isaac has no special blessing for his younger son. Both sons deserved to be blessed, but Isaac apparently thought only of Esau, and he certainly ignored what had been said at their birth. Furthermore the sale of the birthright was a legal fact and it is unlikely that Isaac did not know about it. However he thinks he can over look it, as his willingness to  bless Esau demonstrates. How seemingly unfair some people get in their old age when they are no longer able to help themselves and must look to others for everything. On the other hand Rebekah feels she cannot allow this to happen.

Genesis 27: 6-10 “And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the LORD before my death. 8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee. 9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth: 10 And thou shalt bring [it] to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death.”
Rebekah’s plan is to replace Esau with Jacob, and she acts accordingly. Note the introduction of ‘before the LORD’ Isaac had not said that, possibly because he knows Esau will not be impressed by it, but Rebekah knows that Jacob will be impressed by it Let’s take a quick peek at verse 20. “And Isaac said unto his son, How [is it] that thou hast found [it] so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought [it] to me.”

The deception cannot be fully justified. Both Rebekah and Jacob should have trusted God to carry out His plans in His own way. However Jacob must have felt that the firstborn’s portion was rightfully his and probably felt that it also included the blessing. As the blessing included lordship over the brothers he was probably right. He felt that he was about to be cheated. Rebekah also knew and felt the same. And Jacob was her favorite son. Therefore they had at least partial justification and felt they were only doing what was right in preventing an injustice. They would both pay a heavy price in the future as a result of Jacob’s ‘banishment’ though.

On the other hand no credit is reflected on Isaac and Esau. Esau certainly knew that he had sold leadership in the tribe to Jacob, and even if Isaac did not know, which is highly unlikely, he shouldn’t have shown such obvious favoritism towards Esau. He knew that what he was about to do was wrong, and only showed the arrogance of an old man who thought that because of his age he could do whatever he wanted. As we read on though we see that everyone comes out of this badly. However most reader probably come down on the side of Jacob. At least he had a valid oath on his side and was supported by a birth prophecy. 27:11-13 “And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother [is] a hairy man, and I [am] a smooth man: 12 My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me [be] thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me [them.”
It is easy to see that Jacob is wary. A deathbed curse was looked on as no light thing. And it would be so easy for Isaac to detect the trickery. But his mother assures him that she will stand between him and the curse. Her words suggest that this was looked on as a genuine possibility. But there is in fact only One Who can stand between our sins and us.

That is the Lord.

In defense of Jacob we must remember here that he was used to obeying his mother. While his father was the patriarch the practical authority had long since devolved on Rebekah in many things, which was one reason why marrying someone with her background had been so important. And it was she who was urging him in the light of what both thought of as his unfairness and declining years.

Genesis 27:14-17 “And he went, and fetched, and brought [them] to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved. 15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which [were] with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: 16 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck: 17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.”
Rebekah had thought of everything. The hairy skin, the distinctive smell of the hunter, the tasty food and the certainty that blind Isaac’s condition was such that he would not be too discerning. She carried the deception all the way to the end with the single-mindedness of a mother devoted to her favorite son, knowing that legally her position is correct.

Note the mention of ‘her elder son’. Previously Jacob has been described as ‘her son’. There is disapproval in the writer’s tone. Esau was her son as well, and the elder one at that.

Genesis 27:18 “And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here [am] I; who [art] thou, my son?”
Jacob comes, no doubt trembling, to his father, honing the skills of deception that he will use so effectively later on. His father’s reply reflects some doubt. This does not sound like Esau. From this point on the writer skillfully builds up the tension for his readers. Will Isaac see through the deception or not?

Genesis 27:19 “And Jacob said unto his father, I [am] Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.”
The reply sounds right, however we can see there is something Isaac does not like about the situation.

Moving on down to 27: 20&21 “And Isaac said unto his son, How [is it] that thou hast found [it] so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the LORD thy God brought [it] to me. 21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou [be] my very son Esau or not.”
Isaac is uneasy. The speed with which the venison has been found added to his already growing doubts. And the reply makes him even uneasier. It is not like Esau to speak with such faithfulness. He would have expected that of Jacob. He knows he must use his hands and feel the speaker so as to ensure who it is.

27:22 “And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice [is] Jacob's voice, but the hands [are] the hands of Esau.”
His son approached and he felt his hands. There can be no doubt that they are hairy like Esau’s so he thought this could not be Jacob. He does not dream that his younger son would dare to deceive him. And how would Jacob know what he had asked Esau to do? But the voice, and the words spoken, they speak so much of Jacob. Yet in the end the hairiness helped him to decide. That is important.

27:23 “And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him.”
The deception worked out. Isaac was convinced. If we think he should have suspected we must remember he had no reason to suspect. And with his eyes blind and his illness, with his senses dulled and he has not yet eaten, he accepts the evidence of the hairiness, which can really not have any other explanation. The enormity of what Jacob has done is so great that Isaac probably wouldn’t have thought it was possible. Surely a son would not deceive his own father or tribal members dare to deceive the patriarch? God Himself would pronounce on the iniquity of the man who deceives the blind we see that principle spoke of in Leviticus 19:14 “Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I [am] the LORD.”
Deuteronomy 27:18 “Cursed [be] he that maketh the blind to wander out of the way. And all the people shall say, Amen.” So if any of you think about miss leading the handicap even as a joke you best reread those verses for we see He does not like it.

Anyway Isaac blessed Jacob. A summary, speaking of what is to come indicating that he is now convinced. We have noted before this tendency to say briefly what happens before expanding on it, see 26:1 “And it shall be, when thou [art] come in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee [for] an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein;”
26:18 “And the LORD hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that [thou] shouldest keep all his commandments;”
We might interpret that is the main reason why he now enters the blessing process.

Moving on down to 27:24 “And he said, [Art] thou my very son Esau? And he said, I [am].”
Isaac now moves into the blessing process. The question is formal. He is not now voicing suspicion but simply asking for the recipient to confirm his title.

The blessing process goes - confirmation of the recipient, partaking of the requested offering, a sealing kiss, the blessing.

27:25 “And he said, Bring [it] near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought [it] near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank.”
Now he calls on him to do the son’s part, bonding the unity between them. We can only imagine Jacob’s apprehension as he carries through the travesty wishing it would end, and probably hating what he was doing, but determined to carry it through so that he could have justice, all the while full of anxiety knowing that Esau could return any moment.

27:26&27 “And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son. 27 And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son [is] as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed:”
After receiving his offering now the sealing kiss. No longer suspicious he receives his son’s kiss. He then smells his son’s clothes, a further act of bonding. The smelling of the clothing is not done in suspicion but as leading into the blessing. He receives of his son that he may bestow blessing on him connected with the receiving.

27:28&29 “Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine: 29 Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed [be] every one that curseth thee, and blessed [be] he that blesseth thee.”
The blessing is threefold, fruitfulness, power over peoples and authority over his brothers.

‘Of the dew of heaven.’ The heavy morning dew, largely caused by moist air from the sea, was looked on as a great blessing in a more or less dry country. It was especially abundant in the summer when there was no rain, and was valuable to summer crops and the vine harvest such as corn and wine. It is here looked on as an added blessing, given to the particularly favored we see this in Zechariah 8:12 “For the seed [shall be] prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these [things].”
‘And of the fatness of the earth.’ This will refer to plentiful grazing so that his herds and flocks will prosper, as well as to good crops. Thus the earth is to give all that is needed for his prosperity abundantly.

‘And plenty of corn and wine.’ Not just food but provision for full enjoyment.

‘Let people serve you and nations bow down to you.’ Isaac has not forgotten God’s promises - ‘Your seed will possess the gate of his enemies’ Genesis 22:17 “That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which [is] upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;”
However he expands it to include authority over many nations, even those not their enemies. Only thus can they be a blessing to the world as a whole.

‘Be lord over your brothers, and let your mother’s sons bow down to you.’ He is to have the pre-eminent place in the family tribe. I don't know, he might have in mind the words, ‘Kings shall come out of you’ as found in Genesis 17:6 “And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.”
His son is to be a ‘king’ over his brothers. In other words he is seeking for his son total supremacy. Thus Isaac is seeking to restore the damage done by the sale of the birthright, not realizing that he is in fact confirming it. It is this perversity that gives some justification to Jacob’s action.

‘Your brothers.’ This is then defined as ‘your mother’s sons’. This suggests that other sons have been born to Rebekah. Alternately it may be that this was a stereotyped phrase incorporated into the blessing by Isaac yet let’s take a look at verse 37 “And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son?”
‘Cursed be everyone who curses you and blessed be everyone who blesses you.’ The pronouncing of curses and blessings was a common feature of covenants in those days. bless Abraham was promised the same thing in Genesis 12:3 “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
So Isaac is doing no more then confirming the covenant promises on his son as many others have done. We also see this in Numbers 24:9 “He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed [is] he that blesseth thee, and cursed [is] he that curseth thee.”
It is clear that once the blessing is given it cannot be withdrawn. The authority and promised blessing has been passed on and nothing can change it, ‘yes, and he shall be blessed’ verse 33. So did Jacob ensure that he received the full benefit of the purchased birthright? Let’s read further and find out.

27:30&31 “And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me.”
He left just in time. Esau, confident of the benefits he is about to receive, arrives back at the camp and prepares the food for his father. Then he confidently walks into his father’s tent. He does not seem to be concerned about the fact that the blessing may counteract the oath he had made to Jacob. Once the blessing is given it cannot be taken away.

Compare the similar words in verse 19 “And Jacob said unto his father, I [am] Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.”
This was clearly the regular formula for opening the blessing procedures.

27:32 “And Isaac his father said unto him, Who [art] thou? And he said, I [am] thy son, thy firstborn Esau.”
 ‘Who are you?’ Isaac seems to be in shock. He cannot believe what he is hearing. His previous mild suspicions now come back with full force.

Esau, completely unsuspicious makes the reply that he knows his father will expect. He is the firstborn he is Esau. This gives away the fact that he knows that he is about to receive the firstborn’s blessing that he knows he is seeking to take something of what he had sold to Jacob. He is conscious that he is about to receive one of the rights of the firstborn, that birthright that he has sold. We do not know how far the two would be seen as officially interconnecting, but we cannot doubt that they do. It may indeed be that Esau’s view is very different from Jacob’s. That what he had meant by the contract was far different from what Jacob had intended. For he had probably dismissed what had happened as some oddity of Jacob’s.

However now we shall see Isaac’s reaction to it all.

27:33 “And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where [is] he that hath taken venison, and brought [it] me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, [and] he shall be blessed.”
We can tell that Isaac is distraught because he realizes that he has been deceived. But he is aware, as all are, that what has been given cannot be taken back. The seal has been made personally with Jacob, and the blessing has been given.

Isaac’s words confirm the close connection between the eating and the blessing. They were all part of the same process, the bonding and then the blessing.

‘Yes, and he shall be blessed.’ There is no going back from what he has done.

27:34 “And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, [even] me also, O my father.”

Esau too is distraught. All he had hoped for has come to naught. Surely his father can do something to remedy the situation. Can he not give him the blessing as well?

27:35 “And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing.”
The answer is basically, ‘no’. What he has given he has given. He cannot take it back or change it in spite of the way in which it had been obtained.

27:36 “And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?”
Esau makes a bitter play on words. The root idea behind the word ‘Jacob’ is protection. Jacob-el (the el is assumed) means ‘may God protect’. But a secondary root, which indicates supplanting, can also be read into the consonants see on Genesis 25:26 “And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years old when she bare them.”
Esau claims to see birthright and blessing as two separate things, but had he thought it through he would have realized that he was wrong. For as the wording of Isaac’s blessing made abundantly clear, in the firstborn’s case they are really two parts of the one privilege. While it is true that the birthright centered more on property and official position over the tribe, and the blessing concentrated more on the giving of something personal, in the case of the firstborn both were interconnected.

The blessing was specifically directed in the light of the birthright. Had Esau received the blessing and yet yielded to Jacob the birthright both would have been in an impossible position. And Esau would probably have won, because the blessing would have been seen as empowering him in a way the birthright did not. If Esau did not see the problems behind the state of affairs there can be no doubt that Jacob and Rebekah did.

There is therefore poetic justice in the fact that Esau, who was seeking to displace his brother in spite of his oath, finds himself displaced. Later he would in fact recognize the justice of it and be reconciled with his brother.

27:37 “And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son?”
Isaac too finds himself helpless. For if he had not intended for his older boy Esau to receive it all there would have been something left. But he had intended to leave nothing for Jacob and therefore there is now nothing for Esau.

It demonstrates what had been the single-mindedness of Isaac’s purpose that he thinks this. He knows what he had intended for Jacob to be left out of the reckoning.

‘All his brothers for servants.’ This would seem to confirm that there were other brothers as well as Jacob. Alternately it may signify the whole tribe as ‘brothers’ It means fellow-citizens in Genesis 19:7 “And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.”
It means kinsfolk in Genesis 24:27 “And he said, Blessed [be] the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I [being] in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren.”
And it means servant companions in Genesis 31:46 “And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap.”
Anyway let’s move on down to 27:38 “And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, [even] me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.”
In his disappointment and anguish Esau sought for some crumb of comfort. Is there nothing that his father can give him? We must recognize that it is some official benefit that he seeks. His father could easily give him a general blessing but that is not what he is looking for.

27:39&40 “And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; 40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.”
Isaac grants him one favor. Independence. He will release him from his debt of servitude to Jacob.

‘From the fatness of the earth will be your dwelling, and from the dew of heaven from above.’ ‘From’ here probably means ‘away from’. The fatness of the earth and the dew of heaven is to be given by God to Jacob, verse 28. But Esau is released from enjoying it. He may go away from his brother, away from God’s provision. The land he will go to will not enjoy the same dewfall, and will not be as productive.

‘And by your sword you will live and you will serve your brother.’ His future will be in warfare and booty. He will be a raider at the head of warriors. ‘You will serve your brother.’ This may be partly ironic meaning try to give him his wilderness. But in the end it is prophetic and will be fulfilled when Edom becomes subject to Israel 2 Samuel 8:14 “And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he garrisons, and all they of Edom became David's servants. And the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went.”
Obadiah 1:18-20 “And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be [any] remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken [it]. 19 And [they of] the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and [they of] the plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamin [shall possess] Gilead. 20 And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel [shall possess] that of the Canaanites, [even] unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which [is] in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south.”
And it will be that when you will break loose, that you will shake his yoke from your neck. The compliance will not be permanent and in the end Edom will be free of Israel’s yoke.

Esau does indeed leave home in accordance with the blessing and establishes himself in the mountainous country of Seir where the dew is scarcer and the land not so productive. But he gathers a band of warriors Genesis 32.6 “And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.”
33:1 “And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.” 
Esau builds up his own tribe, becomes wealthy in possessions and is free to do whatever he wants. Genesis 33:9 “And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself.”
He was a free spirit and he would never have been satisfied leading the family tribe and being beholden to the inhabitants of Canaan. The family tribe of Abraham might well have been turned into a band of bandits. So in fact he found a future, which satisfied him and this helps to account for his willingness to forgive Jacob and treat him as a beloved brother in Genesis 33:4 “And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.”
It also explains why God, Who foresaw the situation from his birth, allowed what He did.

However that is in the future. For the present things begin to look ugly.

27:41 “And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.”
As we have seen earlier, Isaac thought he was near death, and it is clear Esau thought likewise. ‘The days of mourning for my father are at hand’ means exactly that. Probably no one thought that Isaac would linger on another twenty years or more. But he did, and by the time he died all the differences had been settled.

Thus Esau decides to wait until then before carrying out his plan to kill Jacob. He does not want to distress his father. But he clearly lets his thoughts be known, for word gets back to Rebekah and she decides to send Jacob to a place of safety.

27:42-45 “And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, [purposing] to kill thee. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 45 Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget [that] which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?”
When Rebekah realized what Esau intended to do she decided to send Jacob to a place of safety. With her son she is honest. He must flee to her brother in Haran until Esau’s anger has abated. ‘A few days’ is wishful thinking. Even in the best of situations it would take quite some time. Haran is not just round the corner. But she is trying to make it sound temporary. Neither she nor Jacob realize that they will never meet again.

The repetition of the phrase, with slight differences, about Esau’s hot fury stresses how great a threat it is. But she is sure his temper will cool down and eventually his anger against Jacob will die down and what has happened will be unimportant. She knows her son and knows that both will happen. She knows his heart is on other things. (Repetitions such as we find here, almost word for word, are constant features of ancient literature).

‘Why should I be bereaved of you both in one day?’ If Esau murders Jacob then he too will be put to death for murder, especially since Jacob is now the heir apparent. She still has love in her heart for Esau and doesn’t wish for that to happen.

However Isaac must be told a different story. No one wants him upset by what is happening and he must not learn of his elder son’s evil intentions it would break his his heart. It is clear that he is in his declining years and not up with things. He does not realize the storm that is growing around him. So Rebekah takes a different approach with him. 27:46 “And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these [which are] of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do me?”
She wants the proposal for Jacob’s departure to seem to come from him.

And here we really come to the end of the Isaac stories. All that remains is his sending Jacob to Haran. Genesis 28:1 “And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.”
Twenty years of silence, and his welcoming back of Jacob at Mamre Genesis 35:27 “And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which [is] Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned.”
That was followed immediately by his death in 35:29 “And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, [being] old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.”
Thus if we ignore the stories describing his childhood, the seeking of Rebekah and the birth and blessing of his sons, the only account of any length about Isaac is his activity at Gerar and Beersheba and that was all out of one hundred and eighty years of life. And why is this? I’d have to say because there were no covenant records.

Isaac passed a peaceable life, first at Beer-lahai-roi, Genesis 25:11 “And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi.” then at Gerar and Beersheba in chapter 26, and finally at Mamre we see this in Genesis 35:27 “And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which [is] Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned.” He experienced few spiritual acts and made few covenants worth recording, thus the silence about his life however he did live to be one hundred and eighty. Genesis 35:28 “And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years.
This proves that the idea of Genesis contains campfire stories passed down, with story about the lives of the patriarchs, just is not true. I hope you have enjoyed hearing about Isaac and will join me again as we look through the lives of the people in the bible.

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We thank You for ensuring that we hear of Your men and women no matter how small the part is that is written about them. Their lives show us how things use to be. We pray that all will one day be as You had planned it to be and that all will come to know You and Your mercy. We thank You for all you have given and will give and we are awaiting patiently Your Son’s return in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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