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November 4th, 2006

I am a firm believer that it is always good to review things so this week I thought we would review some bible history. The Bible is firmly embedded in history. It begins by describing the creation and traces the subsequent activities of selected individuals and groups of people until the close of the first century A.D. God revealed His will for humankind through His interaction with these people. The Bible is the record of that interaction. 

Sometimes the Bible refers to events that happened in eternity before time began and to things that will happen in eternity after time ends. Sometimes the Bible refers to events that occurred in the spiritual realm while human history was transpiring. Sometimes the Bible predicts events that would happen during human history after the Bible record was complete. In this and the following two lessons, however, the purpose is for you to become familiar with the historical period covered by the Bible text. This interval can be divided into fourteen important eras however today we are only going to talk about the first six.

Today we are going to specify dates according to the general method used in the Western world.

According to the Bible, time began when God created the universe Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.“ and will end when God destroys the universe 2 Peter 3:7-10 “But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.”  The period from the first of these historic events to the present is what we call history. It is time past. 

AD: Identifies years occurring after the approximate time of the birth of Christ. A.D. is an abbreviation of the Latin phrase "anno Domini", which means in the year of our Lord. Formal usage places A.D. before the designated year or years (such as A.D. 1418) although most people place it after. BC: Identifies years occurring before the approximate time of the birth of Christ. B.C. is an abbreviation of the phrase "before Christ." Common practice places B.C. after the designated year or years (such as 1330 B.C.).

Dionysius Exiguus, a monk who lived in the A.D. 500s, introduced this system of reckoning dates. Later it was discovered he had made an error in calculating the time of Christ's birth. It is now known that, according to this system, Christ was born between 6.B.C. and 4 B.C.

Today we will talk about the following bible periods Creation, The Great Flood, The Patriarchs, Egyptian Bondage, Wilderness Wandering, and The Conquest of Canaan

To find out about creation let’s turn to the first book in your bible Genesis.

The Bible says the universe exists because of the creative power of God. God caused the universe to come into being simply by commanding it to happen. The Bible begins with the following summary about creation Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”

The creation is mentioned many times in the Bible but is described most fully in Genesis 1-2. 

The remaining verses of Genesis 1:2- 31 provide details. God took six days to organize the earth for creating and sustaining life. On the sixth day, God created man. The entire human race has descended from Adam and Eve, the first man and woman. Genesis 1:28 “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

Now Genesis 3 tells how Adam and Eve committed the first sin. Genesis 3:1-7 “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: Now before finishing these verses I want you to notice that the serpent is calling God a lier right here. Let’s continue. 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.”

We also find in Genesis 3 how God punished them because of their choice to believe the serpent. Genesis 3:14-24 “And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou [art] cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire [shall be] to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed [is] the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat [of] it all the days of thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou [art], and unto dust shalt thou return. 20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. 21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.”
Moving on to the great flood we see as the people increased during early human history, sin also increased. It only took a few generations after Adam and Eve for the Lord to decide that mankind needed to be done away with, because the spiritual condition of mankind was thoroughly corrupt: Genesis 6:5-7 “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.” 

The wickedness upset God profusely so He decided to destroy all those that were not righteous and start over again. He found only Noah and his family, righteous and decided they would be the ones to repopulate the world after He wiped out all wickedness. Their faith was well founded. The flood came. Just as Noah had finished the ark the Lord told him to build and in doing so Noah was able to save his family and enough of the animal kingdom to insure that life would continue when the floodwaters went down. Genesis 6:13-22 “And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. 15 And this [is the fashion] which thou shalt make it [of]: The length of the ark [shall be] three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; [with] lower, second, and third [stories] shalt thou make it. 17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein [is] the breath of life, from under heaven; [and] every thing that [is] in the earth shall die. 18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every [sort] shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep [them] alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every [sort] shall come unto thee, to keep [them] alive. 21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather [it] to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.”

Let’s see what the bible tells us about the Patriarchs. It does not reveal much about the history of the world for several generations after the time of Noah. The next person after Noah to whom the Bible gives considerable attention was Abram, later called Abraham we see this in Genesis 11:27 - 25:10. Although less than two chapters separate the Bible accounts of these two men, Abraham lived several hundred years after the flood. 

Abraham was born near the northern end of the Persian Gulf in the city of Ur, a city located on the banks of the Euphrates River. Genesis 11:26-28 “And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 Now these [are] the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot. 28 And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.”

Here is a map of the area please notice where Ur is on the map.


When he was more then seventy years old God told him to leave Ur and travel to a land God would show him Genesis 12:1 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:” We also hear of it in the New Testament. Acts 7:2-4 “And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran,, 3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. 4 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell.”

Obeying God Abraham and his family moved six miles upstream to the city of Haran. They stayed in Haran until Abraham's father, Terah, died. Abraham then took the rest of his family to the land God promised to show him, the land of Canaan, located near the southeastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea also on the map. In the Bible this sea is various names such as "the Great Sea", "the western sea", "the sea of the Philistines", and simply "the sea". 

Abraham's wife, Sarah, bore him a son named Isaac we find this in Genesis 21:1-7 “And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.. 2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. 6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, [so that] all that hear will laugh with me. 7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born [him] a son in his old age.”

Then Isaac had two sons named Esau and Jacob we read about them in Genesis 25:19-26 “And these [are] the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 20 nd Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 21 And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she [was] barren: and the LORD was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If [it be] so, why [am] I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations [are] in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and [the one] people shall be stronger than [the other] people; and the elder shall serve the younger. 24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, [there were] twins in her womb. 25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years old when she bare them.”

In reading the bible one gets the impression that Jacob is much more important than Esau. Jacob had twelve sons and a daughter Genesis 29:31, 30:21; 35:16-20. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob's twelve sons are called the Patriarchs Hebrews. 7:4 “Now consider how great this man [was], unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” Also look at Acts 7:8-9 “And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so [Abraham] begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac [begat] Jacob; and Jacob [begat] the twelve patriarchs. 9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him,”

God gave Jacob the name "Israel" Genesis 32:28 “And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”

From then on, the Bible most frequently calls his descendants the children or sons of Israel or Israelites. His older brothers sold Jacob’s eleventh son, Joseph, into Egyptian slavery when he was 17 years old you can look that up in Genesis 37. They did it because they despised him. First, because he was his father's favorite son, and also because he told them about his dreams that suggested he would one day rule over them. 

An unusual chain of events led Joseph from being a slave boy in the household of Potiphar, the Egyptian officer who purchased him, to becoming the second most powerful man in the kingdom of Egypt this is in Genesis 39:1 - 41:45. From his initial slavery he became overseer of Potiphar's estate. When Potiphar's wife falsely accused him of trying to rape her, he was put in prison. While in prison, Joseph demonstrated to two fellow-inmates that God had given him the ability to interpret dreams. Later, Pharaoh learned about him, and when he was able to interpret two of the king's dreams, Pharaoh was so impressed that he promoted Joseph to the position of second in command in Egypt. Now all of that occurred by the time Joseph was 30 years old. 

The Bible explains how God was behind the scenes; arranging matters so that Joseph would have the power and influence to save his family from a severe famine that came upon Canaan and Egypt seven years later. Joseph had the foresight and authority to accumulate vast stores of grain during the seven years preceding the onset of the famine so that the people would not starve to death when the time of critical shortage came Genesis 41:46-49 “And Joseph [was] thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.  47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which [was] round about every city, laid he up in the same. 49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for [it was] without number.”

When the famine finally occurred, Jacob's family began to run out of food in Canaan. Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy grain. These events ultimately led Jacob to move his entire family to Egypt, where Joseph continued to serve directly under Pharaoh Genesis 41:53 - 50:26.

Now let’s check out the time of the Egyptian Bondage

One of the truisms of life is that conditions never stay the same. Eventually, a man became Pharaoh who was not on friendly terms with Joseph. Fearing the potential power of the growing number of Israelites, he forced them to become his slaves Exodus. 1:1-14. They remained his slaves for many years, groaning under their heavy burdens and pleading with God to deliver them Exodus 3:7-8 “And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which [are] in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; 8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.”

In another unusual series of events, Moses, a fourth-generation descendant of Jacob was born a slave but was brought up in the court of Pharaoh. Exodus 2:1-10 “And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took [to wife] a daughter of Levi. 2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he [was a] goodly [child], she hid him three months. 3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid [it] in the flags by the river's brink. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. 5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash [herself] at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 6 And when she had opened [it], she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This [is one] of the Hebrews' children. 7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's mother. 9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give [thee] thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it. 10 And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.”

When he was eighty years old, God used him as the instrument through which He brought forth the people out of Egypt. Exodus 6:10-13 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 11 Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land. 12 And Moses spake before the LORD, saying, Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who [am] of uncircumcised lips? 13 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt.”

After the tenth plague, Pharaoh agreed to free the Israelites from bondage. Exodus 12:31-33 “And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, [and] get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. 33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We [be] all dead [men].”

The Israelites left Egypt 430 years to the day that the family of Jacob had arrived in Egypt from Canaan. Exodus 12:40&41 “Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, [was] four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.”
On to Moses wandering in the wilderness, although they could have gone directly to Canaan when they left Egypt, God did not permit it. Instead, after a three-month journey, they came to Mount Sinai see the map, where they received the Ten Commandments and other sections of the Law of Moses Exodus 13:20 – 23:33.
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At Mount Sinai, they made a covenant of obedience to God and officially became a nation we find this in Exodus 24:1-8 “And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off. 2 And Moses alone shall come near the LORD: but they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him. 3 And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said will we do. 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD. 6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put [it] in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. 8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled [it] on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words.”

Based on the size of their army, of more then 600,000 men which we find in Numbers 1:45&46 “So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house of their fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel; 46 Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.“ One would guess that the total population had to have been between 2 and 3 million. Now at Mount Sinai they also built a tabernacle to serve as the center of their worship of God we read this in Exodus chapters 25-30; 35-39. 

After this seemingly auspicious start, the future of the new nation should have been hopeful and bright. However it was not. Already they had experienced the difficulties of living in the wilderness. In their time, even as it is today, the wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula was most inhospitable to humans. Their circumstances were so trying that they continually complained against Moses and God and quickly lost their faith that God could take care of them and see them safely through the hardships until they reached the land of Canaan in Exodus 14:10-12; 15:22-24; 16:1-3; Numbers 11:1-3; 13&14; and so on. Because they did not believe and obey God, He condemned them to live in the wilderness as nomads for forty years Numbers 14:26-31 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, [and] all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them. 29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry [land] in the midst of the sea; and the waters [were] a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 31 And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.”

 Except for two men, which were Joshua and Caleb, every person above the age of 20 died during that period. So the first generation of Israelites to leave Egypt did not have the privilege of entering Canaan and fulfilling the promise given to Abraham.

Next the bible tells us of the conquest of Canaan. Joshua followed Moses as the leader of Israel Deuteronomy 34:9 “And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.”

His primary role was to serve as the military commander of the Israelites as they conquered the seven nations that inhabited the land of Canaan we find this in Joshua 1-12 and to divide the conquered land among the twelve tribes of Israel Joshua 13-22. 

Over a period of years, the Israelites succeeded in gaining control of the land although there were pockets of Canaanite tribes who were not destroyed Joshua 13:1-7 “Now Joshua was old [and] stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old [and] stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.  2  This [is] the land that yet remaineth: all the borders of the Philistines, and all Geshuri, 3 From Sihor, which [is] before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, [which] is counted to the Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites: 4 From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that [is] beside the Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites: 5 And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from Baalgad under mount Hermon unto the entering into Hamath. 6 All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon unto Misrephothmaim, [and] all the Sidonians, them will I drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee. 7 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh,”
Because the Israelites did not completely eliminate these people, the heathenism of the Canaanites turned out to be a curse for the Israelites. The Canaanites worshipped idols and in the name of their religion participated in sensual and immoral practices. Later, these practices appealed to the Israelites, but during the time of Joshua and for a few years thereafter, the Israelites remained devoted to God Joshua 24:29-31” And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, [being] an hundred and ten years old.  30  And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathserah, which [is] in mount Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash. 31 And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel.”

Just like many people who decide to follow God they have a rocky road.  Yet instead of turning from God we should call upon Him for He alone knows the future as well as what is truily good for our future as we seen in the cases of the early men of God. It will not always be easy however if we believe and fully rely on God He will lead us in the right direction.

Shall we pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your many blessing and ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit that we might better understand Your will and walk in Your laws. We do not have the strength to do it without Your help so help us Father to be what You want and help us to have a Christ like heart towards everyone. Not prejudging but trusting that You know what is right. Open our hearts and minds to the fact that our home is not of this world, so we do not worry needlessly about the things of this world. These things we thank You for and ask of You in Jesus precious name, Amen
