Sermon 159                                                 December 9th, 2006 

Jesus spoke to the multitude about Him and to his disciples saying, "The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, [that] observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do."  We find this in Matthew 23:2&3

In that verse we find a direction given by Christ unto the people.

First in verse 2 we find the foundation of the rule: "the Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat." Some take this as spoken of the Sanhedrim, who were the successors of Moses and the seventy elders of Israel. Possibly that may be a mistake, for several of the Sanhedrim were not Pharisees as we see in Acts 23:3-6 “Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, [thou] whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 4 And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest? 5 Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people. 6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men [and] brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question.”

For the chief priests belonged to that society Acts 4:6 “And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.” and they are said to be Sadducees; but by Scribes and Pharisees I understand the principal teachers among the Jews. The priests and Levites were more especially devoted to the study of the law. Deuteronomy 33:10a: "They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law:" Yet others who were learned in the law were made use of to instruct the people, and were chosen to be rulers of the Synagogues. The Pharisees were of any tribe. Paul, who was of the tribe of Benjamin, was a Pharisee by education, as we seen in Acts 23:6 "I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee."

Secondly, in verse 3 of Matthew 23 we find that the rule is given: "what they bid you observe, that observe and do." 

This must be understood with one limitation, which is only when they teach according to the mind of God. For we find that sometimes they teach for doctrines the commandments of men and then it is sinful and dangerous to observe their directions as we see in Matthew 15:14 “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”

Do not get me wrong there may be a great deal of good preaching in a country, and yet still have a great want of good preaching.

It is confusing to a people when there is good preaching in the land, yet there may in the same land be great want of good teaching. Some things that are very useful may be plainly and fully taught, while other things that might be as useful are neglected. Many sound principles in religion may be taught today around the world, while other things that are of great concern to the souls may be omitted. Many of today ministers do not sufficiently do their duty. They preach many sound truths, and do it convincingly with good affection, while they neglect other things that are needed for salvation. And so it falls that some people who make many good sermons are very defective in preaching some other things that they ought to preach.

Let me see if I can make it a bit clearer.

First the Scribes and Pharisees in Israel taught the people that there was only one God, the Maker of all things, and were great enemies to the idolatry that their fathers were guilty of before the Babylonian captivity. We see this as the Scribe spoke to Christ in Mark 12:32 "Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:" They taught many moral duties, such as men must love God and believe His Word, that they must be just and chaste and men of truth, and were very strict in the observation of the Sabbath. They limited men as to how far they might go on the Sabbath. A Sabbath day’s journey we find in Acts 1:12 “Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.” 

They taught truly the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead Acts 23:7&8 “And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.” 

The Pharisees disagreed with the Sadducees. The Sadducees say there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees confessed both. They were very punctual in teaching circumcision and the ceremonies of the Law of Moses, about sacrifices, tithes, and legal uncleanness. But they were very faulty in preaching in other particulars. They were ignorant of the doctrine of regeneration, so Nicodemus asked in John 3:4 "How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?" 

They taught that the first motions of lust, if the will did not consent, were not sins. As we may gather from Paul saying in Romans 7:7 "What shall we say then? [Is] the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet." And from Matthew 5:27&28 "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."

They taught also that dangerous doctrine of justification by works, yet I ask you now to read Romans 10:3 “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”

They went about to establish their own righteousness. They sought it, as it were, by the works of the law. Matthew 15:3–9 “But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to [his] father or [his] mother, [It is] a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not his father or his mother, [he shall be free]. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 [Ye] hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with [their] lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching [for] doctrines the commandments of men.”
And above all they taught that Jesus of Nazareth was not the Messiah and brought many objections against Him. They said that He came out of Galilee and that he was a gluttonous man as well as a winebibber and friend to publicans and sinners Matthew 11:19 “The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.”

They reproached Him asking that by the devil He casted out devils, and they were very wrong in their preaching. Matthew 7:29 “For he taught them as [one] having authority, and not as the scribes.”
Next there are those that teach men to seek the pardon of their sin by afflicting their bodies, and paying a sum of money. Romans 9:32 “Wherefore? Because [they sought it] not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;”  

Then again some teach many horrible things with respect to their Pope, like he has power to forgive sin, to dispense with incestuous marriages; that he has power over all the churches and may dispense with the laws of God; that he is infallible. Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”

Some also teach the doctrine of image worship, which abolishes the second commandment. Exodus 20:4&5 “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness [of any thing] that [is] in heaven above, or that [is] in the earth beneath, or that [is] in the water under the earth: 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate me;”

They teach prayer to saints departed, the unlawfulness of priests’ marriages, the doctrine of purgatory, justification by works, a conditional election, the power of free will, falling from grace, and hundreds of other false doctrines. They indeed subvert the faith of Christ.

Finally many Armenians preach very profitably about God and the person of Christ, about justification by faith and universal obedience, about the Day of Judgment and of eternal rewards and punishments. But there is a great deal of want of good preaching among them. They criticize all absolute decrees of election and reprobation, making the decrees of God to depend on the foresight of repentance or impenitence. They assert universal redemption, as if Christ died to make all man savable. They deny the spread of sin, saying men become sinners by imitation. They hold a power in man to withstand the grace of God; that after God has done His work it is in the power of man to refuse to be converted. They don’t seem to acknowledge the servitude of man to sin, and they deny the doctrine of perseverance. These things draw a great line of errors after them. 

However learning and principles will qualify people to make good and profitable sermons, much for the edification of the hearers. Learning qualifies people to clear up many principles of religion, and a moral disposition may fit people passionately to reprove vicious practices. Yet I warn you now that some people may be learned and still create very corrupt doctrines, so be careful. 

Learning is no security against flawed principles. I mean take into consideration that the Pharisees and Sadducees were men of liberal education, yet leavened with many false principles. Jesus warned them of this in Matthew 16:6  “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." Now let’s move on down to verse 12 " Then understood they how that he bade [them] not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." 

However learning will not cure those stirrings of the heart that expose people to false opinions. Learning will not cure the greed and self-importance of people’s hearts. Most people of learning tend to lean too much to their own understanding then digging for the true meaning. Still people of learning may also be led aside by reading mistaken books that sound good. A good education will not deliver a person from carnal reasoning either. People of corrupt affections are very inclined to take in bad principles just as a person of learning may be blind as well. Let’s see what Christ says of the Pharisees in Matthew 15:14 “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. "

I tell you now that men of learning have hatched up most of the blunders doctrines in the world in matters of religion. As a matter of fact errors in religion have generally been the offspring of great scholars, and have been spread by them. And some learned men might be just moral men who have no experience of the work of God upon their hearts. People may be zealous against drunkenness and whoredom that have no saving knowledge of Christ, however experience makes fit a person to teach others. I tell you that a man who has himself had only a common work of the Spirit, and judges it saving, is very unfit to judge the state of other men. For such a person would not put their lives into the hands of an unskillful surgeon, or trust their limo to an unskillful driver, or in a life and death situation depending on the law settle for an unskillful lawyer, so why should you? 

I say to you today all sermons are not good sermons. One must listen and check the gospel for themselves. If a scripture tells you that Jesus or His Father has said not to do something then no matter what man says you should not do it. If your hopes lay in an eternal life then you best do as the Lord says.

If any are taught that frequently men are ignorant of the time of their conversion that is not good preaching. Some are of that opinion, and it is likely they may have heard it from their ministers. This is a delusion, and it may do them a great deal of hurt; it hardens men in their natural condition. We find that Paul knew the time of his conversion in, Acts 26:13 "At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.”  See that he said it was at midday.  

Men are frequently at a loss whether their conversion was true or not; but surely men who are converted must take some notice of the time when God made a change in them. Conversion is a great change, from darkness to light, from death to life, from the borders of despair to a spirit of faith in Christ. As for the outward conversation, there is sometimes little difference. Men might carry very well before, but, as to the frame of men’s hearts, there is a very great difference. Formerly they were under the reigning power of objections against the gospel; when converted they receive it as a divine truth. Before they were converted they were under a sentence of condemnation and death; now they have life and peace with God through Jesus Christ. 

Many people are commonly a long time seeking conversion, laboring to get an interest in Christ, and it would really be something else if when God revealed Christ to them they would not take notice of it when the change is made. 

Now if any are taught that humiliation is not necessary before faith that is not good preaching. Such doctrine has been taught privately and publicly, and is a means to make some people mistake their condition and think themselves happy when they are miserable. People must be brought off from their own righteousness before they are brought to Christ. A self-righteous spirit is quite contrary to scripture. If a person is self-righteous, they will not judge it fair for God to cast them off. A person who depends upon the justice of God will not depend upon the mercy of God. People who lay claim to heaven from their own works will not depend on the plea that Christ has given His life for many, and has redeemed us from the curse, being made a curse for us. 

Building upon a sandy foundation wrecks multitudes of people. People must realize that they have a problem before they can seek the remedy. A person must be led into understanding of the badness of their hearts and the strictness of the law before they will be convinced of the preciousness of Christ. People who believe they can heal their own consciences will not come to Christ for healing. People must be driven by necessity indeed before they come to Christ. Even though people feel great terrors and live tormented lives, they will not come to Christ until driven out of themselves. Romans 7:9: “For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died." 

When men do not preach much about the danger of damnation, there is a want of good preaching. Some ministers preach much about moral duties and the blessed estate of godly men, but do not seek to awaken sinners and enlighten them of their danger. Psalm 36:2: "For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful." 

If sinners do not hear often of judgment and damnation, few will be converted. Many people are in a deep sleep and flatter themselves as if there was no hell, or at least that God will not deal so harshly with them as to damn them. Let’s see what is written about that. Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

People need to be told of the terrors of the Lord so that they may flee from wrath to come. A little matter will not scare them, so ministers must give them no rest in such a condition. They need to fear that they may work out their salvation with fear and trembling. Ministers are out of order when they speak to them with gentleness, as Eli rebuked his sons. Jesus Christ often warned them of the danger of damnation. Matthew 5:29&30 "And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not [that] thy whole body should be cast into hell. 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not [that] thy whole body should be cast into hell.”
Matthew 7:13&14 "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:. 14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 

Matthew 13:42  "And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." 

Allowing our imitations flow let’s also look at Matthew 22:13 “Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast [him] into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few [are] chosen.” 

And about Matthew 25: 41, 46 ” Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

Christ knew how to deal with souls, and Paul followed His example. People need to be terrified and have the arrows of the Almighty in them that they may be converted. Some people need to have storms in their hearts before they will accept Christ’s refuge. When they are pricked in the heart that is when they will say, "What must we do to be saved?" Only when they are thoroughly convinced of their danger, will they head towards God and take pains to ensure their safety. 

Still today most people are in bad condition as if they had never heard the gospel. They go on in a still way, following their worldly designs, carry on somewhat of the form of godliness, but mind little but the world and the pleasures of this life. That is why many men who make a high profession lead unsanctified lives. They are not dealt plainly with, therefore even though they profess high, they live very low. They are not dealt holily with, so they believe they are in a good estate, and conscience suffers them to live after a corrupt manner. Some of them live a proud and self-centered life, and they are not searched, as they should be, still others beat and harm their children. Yet when asked they would say they keep nothing for themselves and take good and caring parents. Nevertheless if they were rebuked sharply, that might be a means to make them sound in the faith Titus 1:13 “This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;”

It might make them not only reform, but lay a better foundation for eternal life than ever before. Paul was very complete in his work, and wherever he went he had the fullness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ Romans 15:29 “And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.” 

And just like Paul we need to be sure that we come and go in the fullness of our lord and savior Jesus Christ. The best ways to do that is check scripture daily and pray before deciding on things. May the Lord carry you through the coming week with mercy and understanding?

Let us pray.

Dear Heavenly Father,

We come before You today not only to thank You for Your many blessings, but also to ask that You open our eyes to any and all false teachings of Your word. Please Father fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may lead the kind of life that will please You and will grant us eternal life. This we thank You for and ask in Jesus precious name, Amen.

