Sermon 162 


Jesus is the Door

December 30th 2006

Dear Heaven Father,

We again come before You for Your awesome guidance. We ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better understand Your word. We also want to Thank You for Your many blessing and pray that You will open our hearts and minds so we may better do Your will. This we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today I want you to think of Jesus as a door. From the look on some of your faces I can see you may be wondering why. Well you see Jesus can shut the door to a painful past, and open it to an abundant life. Jesus Christ is "the Door," we can shut out the pain of our past and open it to greener pastures. We can see this in John 10:9 “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”

In the "I Am" of that verses Jesus tells us who he is, and I think we should listen.

John 10 is the setting of the story of the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ.  Now let’s see what Jesus says about trying to enter into heaven without going through Him. John 10:1 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” 

In Christ's day, there were two kinds of sheepfolds: First there was a communal sheepfold in villages, manned by a doorkeeper, and second there was a sheepfold in the wild, where the shepherd literally served as the door. 

This second kind of sheepfold is the one Christ is referring to. Through Christ the door is shut to an old life of sin and guilt, pain and loss. Acknowledging that we are sinners and accepting forgiveness is what the gospel is all about. In Psalm 51 you will see a cry of guilt, begging for forgiveness and a shutting of the door.

A young couple has premarital sex; she gets pregnant and aborts. After they marry, she miscarries twice and assumes that God is punishing her, and is devastated. Yet when she meets Christ, she is overwhelmed by his mercy. We all need to shut the door on the pain of our past; the pain of guilt, emptiness, bitterness, and to alcoholism, or even workaholism. Christ says he is the door that can shut out the pain of those things. We all need to open the door to a new, abundant life.

Let’s all turn back to John 10 and I want us to start with verse 2 and read through to verse 11. Here we go verse 2 “But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 
So as you can see the door not only closes something behind us, but opens to new pasture. The door also opens us to a life of service to our neighbor and it also opens us to a trustful relationship with God.

A new pastor in her first appointment is in over her head and has many doubts. Yet an elderly woman in the congregation constantly prays for her and constantly encourages her. She even prays for her just before she has to move away, saying, "You will do just fine. Everything will be all right, we're going to be just fine." Her encouragement "made a Reverend out of me." 

Now Jesus Christ is the door, but the door doesn't do any good unless we use it. We need to call upon Him so we too can enter and find greener pastures. 

According to the Word of God there is only one way to get into the Lord's Church, the one true Church and that is through salvation from sin. If we must be saved in order to belong to the Lord's Church and go to heaven, then we should know for sure what we must do to BE saved. We just read about it in John 10:1-11. I realize that there are hundreds of religions, but they do not agree on this question. “What must I do to be saved? Even some Preachers do not agree. There are a thousand and one ideas about how to get to heaven, yet according to God's infallible Word there is only ONE way, one door, one name, one truth; all else is definitely of the devil. The Word of God is right any religion is wrong that does not teach the plain, simple plan of salvation as it is laid down in the Word. For proof of this let’s turn to John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

There is no doubt about it Jesus is the perfect Shepherd.
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