Sermon 165 

REPENTANCE
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Last week we talked about Fighting a good fight however one must repent before the fight is on. Repentance is indeed a duty enjoined by our natural reason and strongly enforced by the Jewish religion, but it is the Gospel that affords the stronger motives and attractions and the best helps for repentance. Please open your bibles to the Book of Matthew 3:1&2 “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   

In scripture we find "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand," was the united cry not only of John the Baptist, but of Jesus Christ and of His disciples too. In the book of Acts Paul sums up the substance of his preaching in these two articles: "repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" Acts 20:21 “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Repentance is universally acknowledged to be an essential ingredient in the religion of a sinner. They who deny the Believers religion, and particularly the necessity of Christ's death to make atonement for sin, deny it upon this supposition: that the light of nature teaches us the necessity of repentance, and that alone, as a sufficient atonement. Thus, even infidels, Jews, pagans, and Mohammedans agree in asserting the necessity of repentance. Let’s see what scripture has to say; turn to Matthew 11:15  " He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." 

Right now some of you may be wondering what it is to repent and whether we truly repented or not?"

If this is your desire, I shall endeavor, with the utmost plainness and faithfulness, to tell you what Gospel repentance is and help you determine whether you have ever been the subject of it.

It is evident, both from Scripture and from common sense that every pang of sorrow for the sins you commit and every instance of restructuring is not that repentance which we now have under consideration. 

If just a willingness to listen to the good new in many instances, were the same thing as repentance, then Herod, the murderer of John the Baptist, was a true penitent, for we are told that when he heard John, he did many things and heard him gladly. We dind this in Mark 6:20 “For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.” 

Or if horror of scruples and fears of hell could constitute true repentance, then I summit that Judas was a true penitent, for his horror and fear was so great that he could not live under it. If sudden pangs of terror and remorse, with some resolutions to amend, could constitute true repentance, then Felix, the heathen governor, was a true penitent. For we are told that as Paul reasoned of righteousness temperance and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and seemed resolved to give another hearing on these subjects. We see this in Acts 24:24&25 “And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.”  

I tell you they knew nothing of repentance unto life, and therefore we may feel what they felt and yet remain unrepentant.

I scarcely think that there are any of you are such a degenerate that you have never experienced any sort of repentance. It is likely there is not one of you that has not at one time or another been scared by dreadful apprehensions of death, hell, and the consequences of sin. Perhaps you have cried and wept to think of your sinful life and trembled to think what would be the end of it. You have also prayed to God to forgive you and resolved and promised you would reform. I believe that it is possible that at some time the terrors of the Lord and a sense of guilt may have almost overwhelmed and distracted you also haunted you from day to day and disturbed your nightly slumbers. On these accounts you conclude, perhaps, that you are truly repentant; but alas, after all this, you may be but repentant sinners. I tell you now that true repentance extends to all known sin without exception. Every sin, whether it consists of neglecting what is commanded or doing what is forbidden; whether it is immediately against God, or our neighbor, or else ourselves; whether it be fashionable, constitutional, pleasing, or painful; every sin, without exception is hated by the true repentant. He should indeed regard them according to their different degrees of aggravation, but he should not accept any of them, even the smallest for the same divine authority forbids them all. All are contrary to the holy nature of God. All are opposite of the obligations of duty and gratitude we are under to Him. Therefore, all must be repented for. This was the character of David we see him stating, "I hate every false way" in Psalms 119:128.” Therefore I esteem all [thy] precepts [concerning] all [things to be] right; [and] I hate every false way.”
Now, does this prove that some of you are unrepentant sinners? I would have to say yes, if you accept some sins in your repentance and plea for an indulgence to them? And in doing so, you may be sure your hearts are not right with God.

We must understand that true repentance always includes reformation. There are many whose whole lives seem to be one continual struggle between the strength of sin and conscience. They run around in a circle of sinning and repenting, repenting and sinning, all their days. Sin is so strong that it will prevail in spite of all the struggles of principles. Sense of right and wrong remain so vigorous that they still continue to struggle though without success. They commit sin, they are sorry for it, and then commit it again, and in this circle they spend their lives. I would have to say that the repentance of some is so far from reforming them from sin that it rather encourages them to return to it, for now they think they have cleared off the old score and they may venture upon a new one till that swells very high. Then they have another fill of repentance to clear off this new account.

Sadly, beloved, is this repentance unto life? What does that sorrow for sin benefit, which leaves ones heart as much in love with it as ever? The only reason why sorrow is a necessary ingredient in repentance is because we will not, or should I say cannot, forsake sin until it be made bitter to us. Therefore, when sorrow does not have this effect, it is altogether useless. One must ask if this is the nature of true repentance? No! It is the character of every true repentant that sin has not an ordinary dominion over him Romans 6:14 “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” Remember that saying of the wise man in Proverbs 28:13 "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh [them] shall have mercy.” Here we see not only observing ones sin, but also forsaking them is necessary for the obtaining of mercy. The same thing appears from various expressions used in Scripture to describe repentance. To repent, in the language of the Bible, is to depart from our evil ways, to cease to do evil and to learn to do well, to cleanse our hands and purify our hearts; which expressions signify not only sorrow for sin but especially reformation from it.

In vain, therefore, do you pretend to repent if you still go on in the sins, which you repent? If you indulge yourself in any one known sin, however small you may think it, you may be an utter stranger to true repentance. 

On the whole we can see that the reformation is an essential ingredient of true repentance, and in vain you repent of sin if you still indulge yourself freely in it. You may try to excuse yourself from the frailty of your nature, the imperfections of the present state, or the strength of temptation; but in spite of all your excuses, this is an eternal truth, that unless you repentance reforms you and turns you from the outward practice or secret indulgence of those sins you are sorry for, it is not repentance unto life.

A believing repentance does not consist in despairing agonies and hopeless horrors of ethics but is attended with a humble hope of forgiveness and acceptance. This hope is founded entirely upon the merits of Jesus and not our repentance and reformation.

How opposite it is from the prevailing spirit of the world! If they repent, it is to make amends for their sins and procure the divine favor by their repentance. Thus, even their repentance becomes a snare to them and one cause of their destruction. A saying I heard some time ago may fix here very well. "More souls are destroyed by their repentance than by their sins;" that is, sin is obviously evil, and they are in no danger of trusting in it to recommend them to God; but even their superficial servile repentance has the appearance of goodness, and therefore they make a righteousness of it and upon this quicksand they build their hopes until they sink into remediless ruin. Luke 8:13 “They on the rock [are they], which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.”
Thus I have endeavored to open to you the great Gospel duty of repentance as distinguished from all counterfeits and delusive appearances. I hope you have understood me. John 17:17-26 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 20 ¶Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare [it]: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
If you have experienced such a generous repentance as has been described, you may venture your souls upon it that it is repentance unto life; but if you are strangers to it, I leave you to determine whether you can be saved in your present condition.

I have only two are three more remarks to further illustrate this subject.

All the principles of degenerate nature can never produce this generous and thorough repentance, for that is the peculiar work of the Holy Spirit. Self-love and the other low and slavish principles of nature may produce a servile, mercenary repentance proceeding from fears of punishment, but only the love of God and the noble principles of the new nature can bring you to a kindly, and honest repentance from noble motives. It is the Holy Spirit alone that can shed the broad love of God in our hearts and implant these generous principles of the new nature.

Next this generous supernatural repentance is not first repentance of an awakened sinner. No! He is first alarmed with terror and dreadful apprehensions of punishment. All the springs of nature are put into motion before these nobler principles are infused, and one is brought to a genuine repentance.

Finally the only way to attain this supernatural repentance is to use all proper means to excite the springs of natural repentance, reflect upon your sins, upon their number and aggravation, and your dreadful danger. While you are destitute of the love of God, let self-love excite you to be sorry for your sins. While you cannot see the inherent evil of sin as against God, see at lest the insupportable misery it is likely to bring upon you. If you have not such generous souls as to mourn over sin as against a sin-forgiving God, at least mourn over sin as against a sin-punishing God. While the principles of nature are thus exerted, who knows but God may work in you divine principles and give you repentance unto life.

We know that "God commandeth all men to repent." He commands you in various ways, He commands you with the motions of His Spirit striving with you and by the voice of your own ethics. He commands you by His divine intervention that tends to lead you to repentance and especially by His Gospel, which He has sent to you for this very reason. 2 Timothy 3:5 “And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”
Remember, He commands you; He lays His authority upon you to repent. You are not left to your own discretion in this case. Can you dare to reject the known command of the divine Majesty? There is a voice of excellent glory directed at each of you by name, saying "Repent! Repent!" Matthew 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Will you not listen to it the man that died for your sins? His command comes to you through the scripture.  It is authoritative and as binding as an immediate voice from heaven. 

Do you dare to go home today with the additional guilt upon you of disobeying a known commandment of Jesus Christ? Do you really feel you are stronger than Him? Can you harden yourself against Him yet prosper?

I again proclaim that the King of Kings, my Lord and Saviour, has issued His royal order requiring you, to repent upon pain of everlasting damnation. This day it is proclaimed to you; therefore, this day repent! If you refuse to repent, let this conviction follow you home and continually haunt you. Knowing in your heart that it was today when you were pretending to worshiping God that you knowingly disobeyed His command to repent. And it is not I you will have to answer to for your disobedience but God you must answer too.

My sermon today states that God commands all men and women of all races and characters to repent. Therefore, this command is binding upon everyone. God cries to you all "Repent!" Repent, the young and old, rich and poor, white and black. Repent young people now, while your hearts are still soft and tender and your passions equally moved and you are not hardened by a long course of habitual sinning. Repent, you older ones before the time is up. Repent your load of sins which are heaped up for so many years and lying heavy upon you. You all are walking on the slippery brink on eternity. In short, God commandeth all people from the highest and the lowest and all the intermediate ranks, to repent.

Then so it applies to all the people around the world "He commandeth all men, everywhere, to repent." Everywhere in Europe, Asia, Africa and America, wherever the trumpet of the Gospel sounds the alarm to repent; even in Washington State, in this very spot where we now stand. Here the command of God finds you out and commands you to repent. Repentance is not some local duty, but it is built right into human nature, as far as the outmost boundaries of this guilty world. Wherever there are sinners under a relaxation of the rules, there this command reaches. So if you are human and dwell anywhere upon this guilty globe, you are included; for let me tell you once more, "God commandeth all men everywhere to repent."

Finally I want you to understand that you are not allowed to delay your compliance either. Repentance is your present duty for "now he commandeth all men everywhere to repent." Now is when the time of ignorance is over and the Gospel sheds heavenly light among you. Acts 17:20 “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:” Now He will no longer wink at your unrepentance but takes strict notice of it with just indignation. Now while the day of grace lasts and there is a place of repentance left do not waste it. Before you hardened through the deceitfulness of sin while His Spirit is striving with you and while His judgments are in the earth and your country is surrounded with the terrors of war. While you have time which may be taken from you next year, next week, or perhaps the very next moment. Listen to His call now for tomorrow may be too late.  Now is the time in which God commands you to repent. Therefore, now, this moment, let us all repent; all without exception.

Why should there not be one assembly of true repentance upon our guilty globe? Why should repentance not be universal as sin? And since we are all sinners, why should we not all be humble repentance?

Repent you must, either in time or eternity, upon earth or in hell. You cannot possibly avoid it. For it is written all knees shall bend. Roman 14:11 “For it is written, [As] I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”  The question is not "Shall I repent? But the question is, "Shall I repent now when it may reform and save me, or shall I put it off to the eternal world when my repentance will be my punishment and can serve no use but to torment me?" This is a hard question! Does not common sense determine in favor of the present time? Therefore, let the duty be as extensively observed as it is commanded. Let all people everywhere drop to one knee and repent.

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We pray that Your word did not go unheeded. Please Father touch all the sinful hearts in a way that will bring them to their knees for Your name sake. We also want to thank You for Your many blessings and ask that You fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may better do Your will. Things we thank You for and ask of You in Jesus’ precious name, Amen
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